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   Zonta Club of Harrisburg and Hershey 
     

    December 2022 Newsletter 
 

Greetings Friends! 

 

Wishing you and your family and friends a wonderful Holiday season!   

 

Jordan Pine, Executive Director of Greenlight Operation spoke at our November meeting and gave 

us an update on the restoration home as well as educated us on some of the tactics and techniques 

being created for volunteers who will be working with the victims.   We learned valuable 

information regarding how Jordan and her staff will need to train future volunteers. 

 

Please join us as we meet in person on Thursday, December 8th for our Party with a Purpose 

benefitting Greenlight Operation.  We have some wonderful activities planned for this relaxed 

evening and we will hear from Andrea Timbone of Greenlight Operation.  We have some super, fun 

activities too! 

 

On November 15th we had an amazing Rally at the State Capitol, “Zonta Says No to Human 

Trafficking”.  We had excellent speakers; all of their messages are on our website (see “Events” 

tab).  I’d like to thank the Advocacy Committee for organizing and orchestrating a super event; Jim 

& Kathy Gates for picture taking, filming, and getting our PR stash to the rally; the Golden Z club 

for attending with 10 members!!; and to all the members of the club who joined us at the rally that 

day.  Also, thank you to our friends from the Philly Club, including Nancy Baulis!  ☺  We had a 

super crowd of supporters holding signs and networking with our guests and speakers.  A truly 

awesome event!! 

 

We are currently in the midst of the ZI 16 Days of Activism Social Media Advocacy Campaign.  

Please share our posts on Facebook and email so others can see important information and perhaps 

be helped by the information or know how to help someone in distress. 

 

Get ready for the Spring because we have a lot of service projects that we will be partaking as a 

club to benefit Greenlight Operation.  And, super news, Alice Kirchner is the “new” Service 

Committee Chair.  Please welcome Alice in her new role (she wears many hats within the club)!  

 

Please feel free to Voxer or email me with any ideas you may have for the upcoming year or future. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all at our December meeting. ☺ 

 

Blessings for a wonderful Hannukah, Christmas, and Holiday season. 

Happy New Year! 

 

Cheers, Amy 

----------- 
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Meetings and Events – Upcoming plans 

  

 

 
 Zoom meetings unless otherwise noted 

December 2022  

Thur, 1st, 6:30pm Executive Board Meeting 

Thur, 8th, 5:30pm Monthly Membership Meeting “Party with a Purpose” at the 

West Shore Country Club 

January 2023  

Thur, 5th, 6:30pm Executive Board Meeting 

Thur, 12th, 5:45pm Monthly Membership Meeting – speakers from GOTR and 

PAIRWN 

February 2023  

Thur, 2nd, 6:30pm Executive Board Meeting 

Thur, 9th, 5:45pm Monthly Membership Meeting  

March 2023  

Thur, 2nd, 6:30pm Executive Board Meeting 

Tue, 7th, mid-day IFP Event at Carlisle Army War College 

Thur, 9th, 5:45pm Monthly Membership Meeting  

April 2023  

Thur, 6th, 6:30pm Executive Board Meeting 

Thur, 13th, 5:45pm Annual Membership Meeting  

Sat, 15th, afternoon B-I-N-G-O; Hampden Community Center 

May 2023  

Thur, 4th, 6:30pm Executive Board Meeting 

Thur, 11th, 5:45pm Monthly Membership Meeting 

 
December Membership Meeting 

 

Greenlight Operation is the honoree for our “Party with a Purpose” this month.  

Andrea Timbone, the Operations Coordinator for Greenlight Operation will be 

with us. Please contact Alice if you have questions about the recommendations 

for our gifts.  

 

 

 

 

Membership and Social Media Corner  

There were approximately 40-45 who attended the “Zonta Says ‘No’ to Human 

Trafficking” Rally on Tuesday, November 15th. Thanks to the 15 Zonta Club 

members and 9 Golden Z-Club members who attended. Zonta club member Zozan 

Kucukaydin was one of the speakers representing PCAR. Our friends from the 

New or changed items. 
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Zonta Club in Phila also attended. It was good to see the support for this event. We looked good in 

our orange sashes, don’t you think? 

Although previous District 3 Governor Joanne Gallos could not attend this year because of an 

illness in her family, she did share that over the past 4 years, her husband Stephen has written 10 

fiction books (available for purchase on Amazon), which included a trilogy on trafficking of women 

and girls and a trilogy on murdered and missing indigenous women and girls due to oil pipelines. 

Won’t you check it out?  

Members news – On November 7th, Channel 43 presented a program entitled “An Invisible Cage” – 

The Truth About Human Trafficking in PA. Club Member Zozan Kucukaydin was one of the 

experts speaking on the topic. Congratulations Zozan, on a job well done. 

As part of the mentoring guidelines, I asked two of our newest members to share a few comments of 

their experiences thus far in the Zonta Club… 

Shannon Hackman joined in August, 2021 and she is currently serving as a Zonta Club Board 

member. She writes “As a new member, it is wonderful to be a part of such a passionately 

committed group of women working together to support the mission of Zonta.  One highlight for me 

was being able to see the scholarship recipient receive the check at the September meeting. It is 

really inspiring to see what this group is able to accomplish.” 

Zozan Kucukaydin joined in December 2021. She writes “Joining the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-

Hershey allowed me to take part in providing a platform for passionate community members to 

continue advocating for the rights of all women and families. While studying at Penn State 

Harrisburg, I had the privilege of serving as vice president of The Golden Z Club, where we worked 

to raise awareness and engage in community service. After graduating, I became a member of the 

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey, which supported my career development and provided 

opportunities for me to grow professionally. For this, I am thankful!” 

Looking forward, I hope you will be able to attend the Party with a Purpose meeting on Thursday, 

December 8th at the West Shore Country Club. We hope to take a picture of the group with the 

unwrapped items for Greenlight Operation to post as one of the 16 Days of Activism. 

Lastly, it was great to see everyone on the Zoom call on November 10th. There were 14 members 

and 3 guests on the call.  

Social Media 

Zonta International honors 16 Days of Activism from November 25th to December 10th. Watch 

each day for a post to honor the work done to empower women locally. To help broadcast this 

information, please consider sharing the Facebook post, and forwarding the e-mail messages to your 

colleagues, family, and friends.  

Check out the Events tab on the Zonta Club website for pictures and video clips from the speakers 

at this year’s Zonta Says NO rally. Thanks to Jim Gates for videotaping the speakers and editing the 

tape to post the presentations. 
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Nominating Committee 

 
If you are interested in serving in a leadership capacity of the club, please contact me or the members of 

the committee, Cathy Paul and Eileen Baylor. The slate will be presented to the Board at their March 2nd 

meeting and presented to the membership for a vote at the April 13th Annual meeting. Remember your 

club installation promise to serve the club enthusiastically. Thank you. 

 

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones for December 

 

Birthdays 

Eileen Baylor – December 6 

Debra Crum – December 13 

Nancy Fodor – December 18 

Zonta Anniversaries 

Diana Laughner – December 1, 1992 

Claudia Barry – December 5, 2019 

Grace Huber – December 13, 2018 

Maria Todaro – December 13, 2018  

Zozan Kucukaydin – December 13, 2021 

 

Kathy Gates, Membership, Social Media and Nominating Committee Chair  

Advocacy News 

 

 
 
And we showed it!  Thanks to everyone for planning, supporting, speaking, attending and standing 

up to demonstrate our commitment to supporting an end to gender-based violence, with a special 

focus on trafficking.  

 

"Zonta envisions a world where no woman lives in fear of violence. Through the Zonta 

Says NO to Violence Against Women campaign, our members and allies stand together, 

uniting our voices to advocate for all those who have suffered gender-based violence. 

Zonta is needed now, more than ever, to continue its work to end violence and build a 

better world for women and girls." 

 
– Ute Scholz 

Zonta International President 

 

 

  

In the news: Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey and its Golden Z club raise awareness to combat 

human trafficking – Join us in saying NO (zontasaysno.com) 

https://zontasaysno.com/2022/11/21/in-the-news-zonta-club-of-harrisburg-hershey-and-its-golden-z-club-raise-awareness-to-combat-human-trafficking/
https://zontasaysno.com/2022/11/21/in-the-news-zonta-club-of-harrisburg-hershey-and-its-golden-z-club-raise-awareness-to-combat-human-trafficking/
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Small photos – presented in the sequence of speakers listed above, plus our Zonta friends from the 

Zonta Club of Philadelphia.  Large photos – Amy Peffley, President; Golden Z Club attendees.  

 

You can listen to the presenters, available on our website.  

 

 

 

 

Do you have the Human Trafficking Hotline number in your phone? 

1-888-373-7888 

 

https://zontaharrisburghershey.org/events/


December 2022 Build a Better World for Women and Girls  8 | 10 

Service Update 
 

We are working with Greenlight Operation to finalize the best fit of 

opportunities for hands-on service projects with them.  More 

information will be shared at the December membership meeting.  

 

 

 

The boxes for 

gathering clothes for sexual assault victims were 

available throughout the month of November and 

have now been delivered to UPMC.  

 

Golden Z members attended the November 15th 

rally. The Club was recently featured in the D3 

newsletter, recapping their activities for the fall semester.  

Finally, the members of the Golden Z club look forward to working with the new grant recipients. 

Heather Jackson, Golden Z chair 

-------- 

 

The 2022 Wreath sale is 

complete! Thank you all for 

your support of this Fundraiser 

with the additional challenge of 

a significant price increase.  

 

The club sold 389 wreaths with 

an estimated profit of $2,600!! 

 

Additional thanks to our 

Delivery Location Specialists; 

Cathy Paul, Suzanne Gale, and 

Alice Kirchner, and top sellers 

Judy Redlawsk and Suzanne 

Gale!  

 

And a special shout out to 

former members Sue Redmond 

and Lori Griffin who supplied orders that added a very nice boost to our sales! 

 

------ 
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U.N. Buzz  from UN Committee   

From: UN Women Website  www.unwomen.org 

        Pushing forward: Protesting women’s rights abuses in Iran 

23 NOVEMBER 2022 

 
Mana Shooshtari is an Iranian American feminist activist and organizer whose work—

spanning issues like immigration reform, gun violence prevention and sexual and 

reproductive health and rights—focuses on the protection and promotion of human rights. In 

the midst of widespread protests across Iran, she’s working to amplify the voices of Iranian 

feminists and to bring their women-led movement to the global stage. 

 

 
 

Ripple effect 

On 16 September, 22-year-old Mahsa Amini died in the custody of Iranian police. She had been 

arrested three days earlier for an alleged violation—described by authorities as an “improper” 

hijab—of the strict dress code imposed by law on Iranian women.  Iranian women and girls have 

faced decades of systemic oppression, Mana says. “They can’t wear what they want to wear. 

They can’t say what they want to say. [And] they are not going to stand for it anymore.” 

 

The tragedy was met with widespread outrage, inciting nationwide protests. “[Iranian women] 

are on the streets. They are waving their hijabs in the air. They are risking their lives,” says 

Mana. “They are fighting for a […] country where they can live freely and not have to worry 

about their basic rights being violated simply because they choose to speak out.” 

 

In the months since Mahsa’s death, more than 300 protesters have been killed by Iranian 

authorities. Thousands have also been arrested—many of them women and children; at least 51 

of them journalists. Those indicted face charges punishable by death. “When you target one 

person in society, it has this ripple wave,” Mana says. “And I hope people can understand the 

larger ramifications of stripping women of their rights, because it’s not just women who are 

going to be affected. It’s going to be everybody.” 

 

Mana Shooshtari is an Iranian American 

feminist activist and organizer.  
Photo courtesy of Mana Shooshtari 

 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/09/1127131
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/11/1130457
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/11/1130457
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Speak up 

Mana’s political activism began in high school, sparked by the rising tide of xenophobia and 

Islamophobia she saw in American politics. “That was truly my wake-up call to get more 

involved,” she says.   

 

A long-time feminist, her advocacy often centers on the intersection between women’s rights 

and other social issues. As an anti-gun violence activist, she has worked to push policies that 

make it harder, for example, for a convicted domestic abuser to buy a gun. And she’s been 

heavily involved in recent elections, campaigning on behalf of feminist, pro-choice candidates. 

As both a feminist and an Iranian American, she’s been devastated by the violence and rights 

abuses in Iran. “My heart is just shattered,” she says. “I’m trying to do what I can to help make 

sure that we are amplifying the voices […] of the brave Iranian women and girls who are putting 

their lives on the line by protesting for their rights.” 

 

We can all act in solidarity with the woman of Iran, she emphasizes—particularly those of us 

with the privilege to speak up safely. That can mean posting on social media, penning an op-ed, 

starting a rally, writing to your elected officials or anything else. What’s important is that you do 

what you can: “Take action when you do have the ability to do so, because it makes a larger 

impact than you think,” she says. 

 

“If these women, and the men who are standing in solidarity with these women, are risking their 

lives by simply saying, ‘I don’t want to live like this anymore,’ I think the very least we can all 

do is say, ‘I support you,’” she emphasizes. 

 

Free thinking 

In a world free from gender-based violence, Mana sees a vast store of talent and ability suddenly 

unlocked. “You look at Iran: 60 per cent of all university grads are women. Iranian women are 

[so] smart […] and they haven't been able to use that ability,” she explains, “because they have 

to worry about their rights.” 

 

“I think we’re going to see a more just and equitable world, and not just in the sense that all 

women have rights,” she says. “We’re going to see so many more minds and so many more 

people uplifted to speak on the issues they care about, to research the things they care about […]  

 

I think we’re going to see a major wave of innovation once women do have the ability to live in 

a society that is free, fair, and does not have violence.”   

 

Officers and Board Members – 2022-2023 Program Year 

 

President: Amy Peffley Vice Pres: Jemry Small Treasurer: Deb Crum Secy: Heather Jackson 

Directors: Carla Russo Shannon Hackman Carol Staz 

 


