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Zonta Membership Bio Project
This booklet was created in May 2021 and includes the bios from
several of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey members. We will
continue to keep it updated. The members are listed in alphabetical
order. The Membership Committee felt this would be a great resource
for new members as well as current members to get to know more
about each other. Thank you, Claudia Barry, for taking the lead on
this project.

The Beginnings of the Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey
The legend of the club’s organization actually began back in 1980
when “Gusty” Gale, then Social Secretary to the Governors of PA and
their wives, received a telephone call at the Executive Mansion from
an entrepreneur in Pittsburgh, PA. Her name was Elsie Hilman. She
was one of the members on the Executive Board to furnish the
Executive Mansion in the 1970’s when it was being built and needed
to be completely furnished. It was there that she became really
familiar with the exceptional warm and gentle mannerisms of my
Mother, even though, they had known one another for years.
Elsie was a Zontian. One day Elsie said “Gusty, we must have a
Zonta Club in the Harrisburg area”. And the reply to her was “Just
what is a Zonta Club?” Thus, the concept was immediately born and
Mother began calling prominent women in the Harrisburg and
Hershey communities from both sides of the political aisle. Women
such as Ashley Santangelo, Mary Ann Mihock and Rhea Reese. A
few months later a meeting was scheduled with Elsie in Harrisburg to
discuss the formation of this new organization.
The charter was established on March 11, 1980 with about 40
diversified and outstanding women members for this new service and
advocacy club known as “The Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey.
Norma Gotwalt, a local principal in the Harrisburg School District was
their first president. How truly wonderful it is that we, today, are still
sharing and carrying on this spirit of service and advocacy to
empower women locally and nationally.
Suzanne Gale
Zonta President 2014-16

Claudia Barry
Upon finishing college and getting married in the same year, my
husband became a Coast Guard officer and we were assigned
to Governor’s Island, NY. This Coast Guard base was located in
the New York harbor adjacent to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis
Island. We had a beautiful view of the New York skyline and the
World Trade Center where we would take many of our visitors.
After growing up on a rural farm in Central Pennsylvania this
move was quite an adjustment. But I decided to go back to
school for 2 years to NYU-Bellevue Hospital School of
Respiratory Therapy to become a Registered Respiratory
Therapist. There is no doubt that these experiences enabled
me to look at the world and our country through a different
perspective and aided me in becoming a more well-rounded
person.
Later in my career I earned a Master’s Degree in Training and
Development. I finished the last 17 years working as a Clinical
Specialist with Draeger Medical, a medical equipment company.
I really wanted to help my community and especially with
women’s issues and I feel I have had that opportunity as a
Zonta member.
I joined the Zonta Club in 2019 and serve on the Membership
and Service Committees.

Eileen Baylor
I have been a member of the Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey
since 2015.
I grew up in the Harrisburg area graduating from Bishop
McDevitt High School. I received a Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Management from Bloomsburg University. I started
working for the local marketing office of the IBM Corporation in
1981. Over my 30-year career I supported marketing
representatives in territories which ranged from State and Local
government to Health Insurance to Higher Education. Upon
retirement in 2014 I took a part-time position working for a small
life insurance agency. In 2018 I returned to full-time work in
Enrollment Services at Central Penn College.
I am a passionate reader and have also worked part-time at the
New Cumberland Public library as a reference librarian for 14
years. My husband, Bob, and I have been married for 35 years.
I am an avid bicyclist and have logged almost 13,000 miles
since taking up the sport in 2010. I also enjoy traveling, knitting
and crocheting, and spending time with friends and family. I
joined the club in 2015. I have served on the Zonta Club Board
as Secretary for two years and have served as the Scholarship
chair.

college graduate and I believe that education is a ticket to a
better life. I am interested in gender equality and in uplifting
women. I have a passion for protecting children and supporting
them in their education.
I was born in Maryland but have lived in Pennsylvania for most
of my life. I currently live in Shermans Dale with my husband
Brett. We have two grown daughters and six grandchildren.
I joined the Zonta Club in 2021 and serve on the Advocacy
Committee. I am also serving as the Scholarship Chair.
Dr. Rhonda Brunner
I am the Associate Professor of Educational Leadership at
Shippensburg University, where I teach aspiring and practicing
school and district leaders. Prior to beginning my tenure at
Shippensburg University, I served as Assistant Executive
Director at the Capital Area Intermediate Unit. My previous
administrative roles include Superintendent of Schools and
Assistant Superintendent at West Perry School District and
district leadership positions at West Shore School District and
Harrisburg School District.
As a passionate educator, I am active in the educational and
campus community and am involved in several collaborative
projects with school districts and organizations in the region.
In my role at the university, I lead and teach courses in the
Superintendent’s Letter of Eligibility certification program and
the doctoral program in Educational Leadership. In addition to
my teaching roles in both programs, I serve as Co-Director of
the doctoral program, which is operated jointly with Millersville
University, and I lead the University’s Superintendent Study
Council which has membership across several counties in the
state.
I was interested in joining the Zonta Club because of its mission
of service for women and children. I am a first-generation
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my boys the courage to find themselves in their own journey but
always to know that Mom will always be ‘home’.
I do volunteer with the United Way, Junior Achievement, and
various Veteran Groups. I believe in the power of a hug, a kind
word, an open heart and a willingness to see beyond obstacles.
I learned about the Zonta Club from my close friend and
colleague Marsha Fortney who has served on the Shalom
House Board of Directors. I have also purchased wreaths from
Sue Redmond who I met when I worked at the M & T
Mechanicsburg Branch. I strongly believe in the value of helping
others and strive to promote independence for women.
Sarah Burnett
I was born in Elgin Illinois and grew up in Woodstock Illinois. On
December 27, 1994, I left for the United States Air Force. I
served for 6 ½ years with the Air Force.
I am married to Logan Burnett who is an Engineer for Norfolk
Southern. We have 3 children combined. Anthony (21) is a
student of Penn State and an EMT. Michael (18) is a full-time
hairdresser and my stepson Aidan (16) is in High School. Both
Anthony and Michael were born in the UK where we lived for 6
years. In 2006 we relocated to Palmer Alaska and I took on my
first civilian job as a part time bank teller for Wells Fargo. In
2009 I relocated to Mechanicsburg Pennsylvania with my
children to be closer to my parents.
I have been in banking ever since 2006, 15 years now. I have
been a Branch Manager with M&T Bank for 8 years. I am
currently at the M&T Linglestown Road location.
I have a great love of books. I enjoy spending my free time with
a good book in my hand and good cup of coffee in the other. I
have been blessed to have seen a lot of the world from the
Middle East, to Asia to Europe and all around the United States.
I was a single mom for many years and hope that I have given

I joined the club in September 2021 and look forward to learning
more about the community work of the Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey and how I can get involved.

Debra Crum
Friendship and a desire to be part of an organization that had a
positive impact on the lives of others led me to join the Zonta
Club in 2006.
Having lived in other states, I have always returned to Central
PA where I call home. My early career in the Food and
Beverage industry led me to pursue an Associate Degree in
Hotel-Restaurant Management from Paul Smith’s College in
upstate New York. As my career evolved, I found a “niche” in
the Hotel industry and served as a Director of Finance at
several hotels throughout my career. During that time, I also
attended night classes to earn my Bachelor of Science in
Accounting degree from Elizabethtown College. I recently put
away the calculator and spreadsheets to begin my new role as a
retiree.
My husband Doug and I along with our cat Pippa look forward to
spending more time together and with family and friends. Travel
is also on the agenda!
I joined the club in 2006 and currently serve as the Treasurer of
the club.

Pieces Constellation…so now each and every night we can look
up and admire its bright and brilliant light. So that evening we all
took our glasses and toasted my Mother “Gusty” for starting this
wonderful club.
Our club has made such a difference in the lives of thousands of
women and children worldwide but especially here in our very
own community. This is truly one of her legacies. Here is to all
the Zontians who have given so graciously of time, money and
energy to keep our club alive and thriving. You are “The Best”,
all of you in the past and here and now…Thank You!!

Suzanne Gale
Happy Greetings to Everyone! I joined the club in 2001 and
when asked to write something about myself, my thoughts
immediately sprang-up to the ladies who tirelessly started our
organization in 1980. And, in keeping with that, when I was
President of the club during our 35th season, we celebrated with
a Zonta Zerby Party at the Penn National Race Track. That was
such a fabulous and fun celebration!
It was then that I decided the club must and should live on
forever! Naturally, at that time, I had hope that The Zonta Club
of Harrisburg-Hershey would be around for another 35 plus
years as I wanted the name to live on forever because it was to
be one of the legacies of my dear Mother’s. So, in keeping with
that thought, I wanted to surprise our club members and present
them with a present that evening, a gift on that lovely
memorable evening, a present from me to all Zontians so that
The Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey would live forever.
Months before this event I thought and thought what in the world
could I do? What could I do that would be special? And all of a
sudden it came to me! I decided to purchase a “STAR” in the
sky and name it in honor of our club. It is registered in our name
“The Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey”. Our “Star” is in the

I have served on the Board of the Zonta Club for many years,
serving as President from 2014-16. I currently am co-chairing
the Service Committee.

I have served as a church organist and choir director for 44
years. I retired in 2012 after serving several churches in the
greater Harrisburg, York and Lancaster areas.
I also enjoy working with social media especially Facebook. I
volunteer to post events on several club’s Facebook page,
create newsletters and make website updates. I am currently
serving as the Membership Chair and Social Media Chair for the
Zonta Club.

Kathy Gates
I have been a member of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
since 2015.
I was born and raised in Mechanicsburg and graduated from
Mechanicsburg HS in 1971. I graduated from Elizabethtown
College with a BS in Business Administration.
I started my career working 6 years at the Rite-Aid Corporate
office. In 1979, I started working at the Pennsylvania Higher
Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA). I worked in various
positions throughout the 29 years that I was employed there, the
last being a Marketing Associate for the Agency. I was offered
an early retirement in 2008. At that time, my husband and I
started a business called Gates Ideas that we operated for 10
years.
In addition to my membership in the Zonta Club, I am a member
of the American Association of University Women (AAUW),
Harrisburg Chapter, The League of Women Voters, Harrisburg
Branch, the Salvation Army WIN Group, the American Guild of
Organists (AGO), Harrisburg Chapter and the Camp Hill
Woman’s Club.

I am married and live with my husband, Jim in Lemoyne. We
enjoy volunteering to usher for the Harrisburg Symphony
Orchestra Masterworks and ring the bells at Christmas time for
the Salvation Army. Jim and I built a log cabin near Raystown
Lake, Huntingdon in 2004 and we enjoy spending time there.

I plan to start a handbag business with my friend Shannon
Chirico, called Stella22Global, which we will launch in 2021. It
will provide employment for vulnerable women around the
world.
I rejoined the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey in 2021 and
have just been elected to serve as Secretary on the Board from
2021-2023. I currently serve on the Advocacy Committee.

Lori A. Griffin
I grew up in Rhode Island and attended Rhode Island College in
Providence, with a BS of Business Management. I am currently
attending UMASS in a Global Business program. I am employed
as a Branch Operations Specialist at Alex Brown, a division of
Raymond James in Boston, MA.
I relocated to PA 17 years ago to be near my family and have
since moved back in 2018 to MA living in Salem, MA.
I worked at JMG Wealth Management in Enola, PA for 15 years.
Prior to that I was the business manager for the private practice
of an Associate Clinical Professor at the Harvard School of
Dental Medicine. In addition to overseeing the workings of the
office, I organized all aspects of the educational seminars and
other events hosted at Harvard involving attendees from around
the world. I also maintained the Professor's international
speaking and travel schedule. After his retirement, I worked at
Tufts University in Boston.
I volunteer at the MA Literacy Council where I enjoy tutoring
adults in literacy skills, GED preparation and citizenship topics
on a one-to-one basis.

grown and now even includes females in welding and cnc
machining skilled- trade positions. As the company expands into
Robotics, I am excited for the growth and the potential to hire
more females.
Living in Mechanicsburg, Pa with my significant other and three
teenage children, I enjoy traveling and spending time with my
family, including our newest addition, a Maine Coon cat.
I was a former colleague of Amy Peffley. I joined the club in
September 2021 and look forward to learning more about the
activities of the club.
Shannon Kathleen (O’Hara) Hackman
My interest in helping others started at a young age, working
with senior citizens and mentally challenged adults, while in high
school. It was a natural inclination that led me to help the more
vulnerable. After graduating from Kutztown University with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, my career
expanded in the Senior Living industry conducting satisfaction
research amongst residence in non-profit retirement
communities in the United States.
As careers often shift, it was next that I took on a sales position
within the home office at Ten Thousand Villages. Ten Thousand
Villages, a non-profit Fair-Trade organization, had a mission that
resonated with me, creating opportunities for artisan groups in
developing countries giving them a fair wage for their goods.
Fair Trade allows workers to provide for their family making
them less susceptible to poverty, human trafficking and
protecting children from child labor. It was here that I really
gained an understanding of the global human trafficking
problem.
Today, I am a Sales and Marketing Manager for a company that
provides process improvement solutions to manufacturing
facilities. I am the only female department manager in a
predominantly male workforce. However, the company has

My husband Murray and I enjoyed a wonderful forty-year
marriage until he died suddenly and unexpectedly in November
of 2016. I live in Hampden Township.
I joined the Zonta Club in 2018 and enjoy volunteering on the
Service Committee.

Grace Mathias Huber
I am a native and life-long resident of the Harrisburg area. After
graduating from Grove City College in 1971, I worked for the
University of Pittsburgh while I earned a Master’s degree in
library science. Then I started what would become a thirty-two
year career as an elementary school library specialist with the
Carlisle Area School District. My duties there included teaching
library and information literacy skills classes to grades
kindergarten through grade six, assisting teachers in gathering
library resources to supplement and enrich the curriculum as
well as supervising the staff and daily operations of multiple
school libraries.
Since retiring in 2004, I have had many varied opportunities to
pursue interests such as travel, volunteering, music, reading,
knitting, dancing, working in my yard and skiing. I sang with the
Sweet Adelines for 10 years and currently sing with the
Harrisburg Choral Society.
I have volunteered in a children’s health education program
sponsored by Geisinger Holy Spirit Hospital for 5 years. I like to
travel. My last major travel experience was a Road Scholar trip
to Israel and Jordan.

I am married to Phil and we enjoy movies, Hollywood Casino,
and trying out new restaurants. When not teaching, I am an avid
reader, shopper, and exercise enthusiast. I have three grown
children and four grandsons.
I was a member of the Zonta Club from 1993-2000. And after a
short break, I re-connected with the Club in August 2019.

Heather C. Jackson
I believe my drive for excellence, contagious enthusiasm, and
passion for whatever I do makes me ideally suited to both the
hospitality industry and teaching. After a distinguished twentyseven-year career in the corporate hospitality world, I retired in
order to pursue a teaching career. Committed to my students,
my goal is to get them to exceed their expectations and to
become stronger and better writers and citizens of the world.
I am currently teaching on Zoom Women and Gender Studies
and Humanities 200, the heroes’ quest. My Master’s thesis was
in Women’s Studies: Jewish Women Leaders in the Second
Wave of Feminism in the U.S: Ethnicity, Gender, and Patriarchy.
I have a Bachelor of Humanities in Interdisciplinary Humanities
and a Master of Arts in Humanities from the Pennsylvania State
University. I am also a Certified Hospitality Manager (CHA).
I am thrilled to have played a role in the first Golden Z-Club at
Penn State Harrisburg as its advisor. I look forward to watching
these amazing students become our future leaders. I want to
have the students not just talk about change, but be the change.
The life and times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg greatly affected me.
Zonta gives me the chance to live by the Hebrew dictum: tikkun
olam – “Repair the World”.

Zozan Kucukaydin Bio
Zozan is the Anti-Human Trafficking Project Specialist for the
YWCA Greater Harrisburg. The PAATH15 program and antihuman trafficking response team provides direct services to
victims of human trafficking, such as crisis intervention, case
management, emergency shelter, legal services, and
counseling. Zozan has a strong passion for the fight against
human trafficking, especially in working with survivors and
spreading awareness about the issue throughout her
community.
Zozan grew up in Hershey, PA, and enjoys photography and
horse-back riding. She is a recent graduate from Penn State
Harrisburg with a Bachelor of Science in Sociology and a
Psychology minor. She was a member of the newly formed
Golden Z-Club and held the Vice President position while at
Penn State Harrisburg. During her membership with the Golden
Z Club, she learned more about Zonta and was eager to join
after graduation.

the available land for my horses was a dream come true. I
currently live with my husband Patrick in Piketown, West
Hanover Township.
When I was a previous member of the Zonta Club, I enjoyed the
fellowship of the members and the work they do in the
community to empower women. I am looking forward to
renewing my commitment to the mission of the Zonta Club and
renewing my friendships in the club. I renewed my membership
in September 2021.

Wanda Marshall
I was a member of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey from
2001-2009. I served as Treasurer for the club for a term during
that period of time.
In 2004, I participated in the Zonta sponsored Fly-In event at the
Capitol City Airport where I met Sue Redmond. I invited Sue to
become a member of the Zonta Club and sponsored her
membership. Sue and I have worked together for many years.
Due to my Accounting background, Sue has referred clients to
me from her accounting business. I currently work part-time for
Hampden Cleaners in Camp Hill as their Office Manager for the
past 9 years.
I grew up in Hudson River Valley, NY and moved to Connecticut
during my adult years. I graduated from the University of
Bridgeport, CT with a BA in Accounting. I was Business
Manager for a radio station in Connecticut but moved to Central
PA in 1996 to follow my General Manager to work for The River
radio station in Harrisburg.
I have worked as a volunteer at Planned Parenthood for many
years. I have always felt a commitment to helping women better
themselves. My hobbies include riding and taking care of my
horses and farm. Coming from Connecticut to this area with all

Elizabeth Miller

Cathy Paul

I have been a Physician Assistant for 35 years. I received a BS
degree in Biology from Villanova University in 1983 and
graduated from Penn State Hershey School of Medicine's PA
program in 1985. I worked for over thirty years at the Lebanon
VA Medical Center, caring for our Nation’s Veterans. This was
my true calling. For most of my career at the VA, I was the
Women Veterans Program Manager. In this position I developed
a comprehensive primary care program for female Veterans. I
insured our Women Veterans had equal access to all programs
and care in the Department of Veterans Affairs, including
gender specific care.

Most of my career has been in the Financial Services. I began
as a teller with the Lock Haven Savings & Loan Assn. in 1976.
From 1986 to 1990 I was a Financial Advisor in the Investment
office of the Savings & Loan. Since relocating to Harrisburg
with my husband John in 1990, I became a member of The
Rohrbaugh Group at Prudential Securities as a Financial
Planner and Financial Advisor. I attained my designation of
Certified Financial Planner in 1991. After a short time as an
investment advisor with Mid Penn Bank, I joined the HR
Department at Gannett Fleming in 1999 as their 401(k) and
Pension Administrator until retirement in 2010. Since retirement
I have been working part-time in the Treasurer’s Office at the
Lower Susquehanna Lutheran Synod.

I retired from full time employment at the VA in January 2018.
Presently I have returned there on an interim basis to provide
medical care to inpatient psychiatry and the Residential
Recovery Center.
I have lived in Lebanon for over 30 years. I joined the Zonta
Club in February 2020.

John and I were married almost 50 years at the time of his
death in 2017. We have two children, Brian and Diane and four
grandchildren. I love to travel, especially cruising, and going to
the Outer Banks for our family’s annual beach trip.
I joined the Zonta Club in 1993. I have served the HarrisburgHershey Club as a Board member twice, Treasurer, Vice
President, and President from 1996-1998. In District 3, I served
as District Treasurer for four years, and District 3 Area Director
for two years.
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Director of Aviation Services Harsco Flight Operations
Air Transport Pilot and Instructor
Qualified in Single and Multi-Engine Airplanes, Single
Engine Seaplanes, Helicopters and Gliders
Licensed Coast Guard Captain with Sailing and Towing
Credentials
Received a Master’s in Education and Aviation Science
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Aircraft
Commander, Flight Examiner, Instructor, ATON verifier,
TCT Facilitator, and Auxiliary Chief
Member of Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey since 1981

Carla Russo
The mission of empowering women is one that is dear to my
heart. I am proud to have been a member of three Zonta Clubs.
I began in 2015 with the Zonta Club of Memphis, then St. Louis
and in 2019 transferred to the Harrisburg-Hershey club when I
relocated with my job. I am currently serving as a Director on
the Board.
I am originally from the Memphis, TN area and earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in English from Ole Miss. I later received a
diploma in nursing and worked as a bedside nurse for more
years than I want to admit. After earning an MBA in Healthcare
Economics (a bit more useful degree than English), I moved to
hospital administration in 2006 focusing on compliance with
Medicare and Medicaid requirements and federal regulations
requiring protection of patients’ health information. I am
currently the Privacy Lead for an online physician office and
mail order pharmacy that treats patients in all 50 states.
I have 13-year-old twin fur babies, rescued Italian Greyhounds.
Just ask and I will be happy to share pictures and fill you in on
their latest escapades. My passion is traveling and South Africa
and Eastern Europe are on top of my bucket list. I am an
amateur photographer, love to read and watch old movies.

in Cleveland, OH in 1980 as the Professor of Military Science, I
obtained a Master’s Degree in Counseling.
As a result of the multiple professional opportunities I
experienced during my “military wife” years, I felt capable to
assume ownership of Muffin Enterprises Inc. when the
opportunity presented itself in 1988. I successfully turned that
business around from a $100,000 debt in six months and
remained as its President and COO until 2002 when our son
Scott assumed that position.

Karen Shirey
I grew up as an only child in a small village in northwestern PA
(Toby Valley). I attended Fox Twp. Schools where I graduated
as Valedictorian in 1959 and went on to attend Indiana State
Teacher’s College (now Indiana University of PA). There I
graduated Magna Cum Laude in 1962 with a B.S. in Teaching
Secondary Math, English and Social Studies. While at college, I
met my husband, Wil Shirey, during our freshman year. We will
celebrate our 58th wedding anniversary on June 1, 2021.
When asked in a job interview when I was 40, what I saw as my
greatest accomplishment in life, I responded “Raising two sons
in a loving marriage so they are contributing members of
society”. I still count that as my greatest achievement and
blessing and have now added two daughters-in-law, seven
grandchildren and two great grandchildren to the “two sons” list.
As a result of Wil’s choice to be a US Army officer, I focused on
establishing our home(s) and raising our children as we moved
24 times in the 22 years of our military life. I also worked at the
University of Washington, the University of Maryland, Big Bend
Community College in Oregon, Penn State Campus in DuBois
PA, the DuBois Business College, and PA School Boards
Association. When Wil was stationed at John Carroll University

I joined the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey in October 1988.
Since then, I have filled multiple leadership positions at the
Club, District and ZI level. They include serving as Club
President, Secretary and multiple Committee Chair positions; ZI
District 3 Area Director, Treasurer and Secretary; and ZI 2002
and 2004 Convention Committee Chair positions. I am currently
serving as co-chair of the Service Committee and on the
Advocacy Committee.
Other volunteer efforts include 31 years with Domestic Violence
Service of Cumberland and Perry Counties and seven years as
Coordinator of Friends of Amelia Givin Free Library.

the Board if they would grant my request to retire. I retired in
June of 2014.
In retirement, I have the opportunity to enjoy time with my
husband, David, and do the many things I did not have time for
as a 24/7 administrator. We have traveled to Italy, France,
Scotland, England, Canada, Mexico, as well as up and down
the east coast state-side. I love home projects from digging in
the dirt to painting and wallpapering. My other passion has
become, out of necessity, a foster mommy to kittens and cats
for Furry Friends Network.

Jemry Small
I was born and raised in Michigan. Upon graduating from
Northern Michigan University in 1982 with a degree in
education, I moved to Pennsylvania where I secured a position
teaching fifth grade for the West Shore School District. Over the
course of my tenure with West Shore, I earned a Principal’s
Certificate, Master’s, and a Doctorate in Educational
Administration from Temple University.
With those degrees, I was able to secure elementary principal
positions at Lower Allen/Rossmoyne and then at Highland. I
was one of the first elementary school principals to establish a
crisis team and conduct intruder drills within the school setting.
In the fall of 2005, I moved to the central office at West Shore to
take on a new set of challenges as Director of Staff
Development and Strategic Planning. It was refreshing to plan,
execute, and track the staff development training for 1200
administrators, teachers, and support staff. In 2007, I became
the assistant superintendent, where I could focus my energies
on developing a K-12 curriculum to match state requirements.
Then in 2008, I was promoted to superintendent for the West
Shore School District. In the middle of my second term, I asked

I had the very good fortune of growing up with loving parents,
brothers, and sisters. But working in the public schools, you see
so much of the terror our children face and experience. In the
spring of 2005, as principal, I witnessed the ultimate violence of
domestic abuse. After placing my school in lockdown, I went
outside on the front stoop to try to talk the estranged boyfriend
down as he was threatening his ex-girlfriend with a gun. He shot
her multiple times before taking his own life. So whatever
support I can provide to the Zonta Club gives me
reassurance…. especially, when I could not stop the tragedy
that occurred 20 yards in front of my school.
I joined the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey in 2019 and
currently serve as their Vice President and Finance Chair.

In 2010 I rejoined the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
and have served as their Advocacy Chair, on the Executive
Board, VP and again as President from 2018-2020.
I am currently serving as the Z Club and Golden Z Club
District 3 Committee Chairperson for the 2020-2022
biennium.

Elaine A. Weinert
I was born and raised on a small farm in Indiana. I was the
middle child with six siblings. My parents were educators,
teachers, pastors, farmers, speakers and authors,so I
learned to work hard from sun up to sun down.
I graduated from the American College. I worked ten years
for the Dana Corporation in data processing. But in those
times, when a woman was three months pregnant, she
was removed from employment until her child was six
weeks old.
I moved to Elizabethtown, PA and served as Residential
Manager for Hawthorne Electric for ten years. I did the
electrical engineering for twenty different builders. After ten
years I started employment with Prudential where I served
for the next twenty-five years as an insurance agent and
financial advisor. I retired from Prudential after twenty-five
years of service.
During my time with Prudential, I joined the Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey in 1994 and served as Service Chair,
served on most committees, and was VP followed by
President from 2002-2004. From 2006-2010 I took some
time off as my family expanded to nineteen grandchildren.

