Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
November 2021 Newsletter
Greetings and Happy November!
Hoping you all had a healthy, safe, and spectacular October!!
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 will be the 2021 Zonta In-Person Rally….Zonta Says No to Human
Trafficking. There are some amazing speakers scheduled as well as some State Legislators who
will be in attendance (and speaking). Please plan to support our club by attending the rally as this is
one of the most important events the ZCHH organizes and carries out. A super-huge thank you to
the Advocacy Committee for planning this event and replanning the event due to rescheduling
courtesy of the weather.
The District 3 Conference was October 22-24. The Conference was an amazing opportunity to
learn more about the different levels of Zonta, meet Zontians from other Clubs in the region, and be
educated on current events pertaining to Zonta. We were fortunate to win 4 awards and a
Membership Committee grant. Thank you to Karen, Grace, Kathy, and Alice who attended and
represented our club!
The 16 Days of Activism Advocacy campaign will begin in November. Please look for social
media posts and like AND share.
Please feel free to Voxer or email me with any ideas you may have for the upcoming year or future.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our November meeting.
Wishing you all a blessed Thanksgiving.
Cheers, Amy

Zonta International releases new statement on trafficking in persons
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Meetings and Events – Upcoming plans
New or changed items.

Zoom meetings unless otherwise noted
November 2021
Wednesday, 3rd
Wednesday, 3rd 7:30pm
Tuesday, 9th noon
Thursday, 11th
5:45pm Social, 6pm Meeting
Sunday, November 21st
Thursday, November 25th
Saturday, November 27th
December 2021
Thursday, 2nd, 6pm
Thursday, 9th
5:45pm Social, 6pm Meeting
Friday, 10th
Saturday, 11th, 10-11am

Orders and payment to Deb Crum for Holiday Wreaths
Executive Board Meeting
Zonta Says NO Rally, Front Steps of Harrisburg Capitol. See
additional information on page 3.
Monthly Membership Meeting. Guest speaker Megan Swope from
the Period Project Harrisburg.
Wreaths available for pickup at East and West Shore locations.
Additional pickup information will be emailed to members.
First day of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence
and Thanksgiving!
2nd Annual No Show Gala. See additional information on page 8.
Executive Board Meeting
Monthly Membership Meeting – Rachel Eggum-Cinader
Director of Hope 4 Women and Dress a Girl Around the World
Last day of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence
Perkins/Radisson Parking Lot – drop off items for Shalom House

November 2021 Membership Meeting Speaker
Megan Swope’s LinkedIn page begins with “Registered Nurse –
Entrepreneur – Miracle Maker” and she’ll be with us at the November
meeting. What began as a capstone project for a nursing degree has become
a call to action in Harrisburg and a new project for us – Period Project Harrisburg. See
more information about our work with PPH later in this newsletter.
********
BREAKING NEWS: Our Zonta Rally was rescheduled to Tuesday, November 9th and we request
your support on the Capitol steps. The Advocacy committee has been working diligently in
preparing a meaningful presentation for this important community event which will be held outside
on the 3rd Street side. Please join us for this hour-long program and bring your family, friends and
colleagues.
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The Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey cordially invites you
to join us on Tuesday, November 9, 2021
at
12 noon on the Front Steps of the State Capitol
at the

“Zonta says ‘No’ to Human Trafficking” Rally
Plan now to join us in our continuing campaign to
End Violence against Women and Children

Speakers confirmed at ‘press time’:
Suzanne Estrella, Esquire – Commonwealth Victim Advocate
Maryann McEvoy, M.Ed. – PA Child Advocate
Representative Sheryl Delozier
Alicia Corrado, Executive Director North Star Initiative
Rhonda Hendrickson, VP, Harrisburg YWCA
Jordan Pine, Founder and CEO Greenlight Operation
Catharine Kessack, MSW, Valley Against Sex Trafficking (VAST)
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Membership and Social Media Corner
Congratulations was extended to Nancy Fodor at the October Zoom meeting for
her dedicated service work with the Period Project Harrisburg and for introducing
it to the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey members. Did you know…

Nancy served as Club President from 2016-2018.
She is now serving on the Service and Advocacy committees.

Remember we are in the midst of a Membership Drive. Please reach out to your colleagues and
business associates who have an interest in empowering women and invite them to attend a monthly
meeting. Please let me know of your guests and I will personally send them a note of welcome.
Let’s all take part in this important event for the sustainability of the club.
It was a thrill and an honor to present at the District 3 Conference 2021 in October. The presentation
was called “Best Practices for Having and Holding members”. I was asked to share some of the
ideas our club has implemented this past year to both recruit and retain our members.
It was great to see everyone at the Zoom meeting on October 14th. There were 19 members and
four guests on the call.
In the October newsletter, did you Guess Who said: I was a church organist for 44 years - I started
when I was 14 years old and retired about 8 years ago.

It was Kathy Gates. Kathy started piano lessons when she was 8 years old and
then advanced to organ lessons. She started as the organist in her home church
when her mother volunteered her when the organist did not show up because she
was sick. Although Kathy studied Business in college and had a good career at
the Guarantee Agency of PA, she also served as organist on the weekends in
various churches for 44 years. She said it was a hobby with benefits.

November’s Guess Who? You might be surprised to learn that …… “I met my
husband on a blind date set up by a former Zonta Club member.”
We hope that you are enjoying these bits of information from our members. If you have
not yet submitted something for this column, please contact Kathy Gates at
kgates808@comcast.net.
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Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones
November Birthdays
Carol Staz, November 3
Rhonda Brunner, November 12
Karen Shirey, November 18
Carla Russo, November 22

November Zonta Anniversaries
Jemry Small, November 22, 2019
Suzanne Gale, November 30, 2001

Kathy Gates, Membership and Social Media Chair

**********

SERVICE Committee Update
Once again, Zonta Club members have gone above and beyond to help a great
organization – Period Project Harrisburg (PPH). During the September 9 meeting,
the Service Committee announced that a service project to benefit PPH would be held during the months
of September and October. Following the meeting, a flyer was sent to all members outlining the items
needed and options to donate – at the parking fundraiser or by simply ordering through the wish list
created on the ZONTA amazon gift list link
At the October 14 meeting, Suzanne announced that to date Zonta members have donated $519.41 and 39
items through the Zonta/Amazon wish list. In addition, please check out the pictures of items that have
been donated by the Golden Z Club, Claudia Barry, Suzanne Gale and Carol Staz.

Pat Latona, District 3 Governor, selected PPH to be the recipient of the service project at the District 3
Conference held October 22-24 in Delaware. Included are pictures of the items collected at the
conference.
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THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR DONATING!!!!!
*********

PARTY WITH A PURPOSE!!!!
What: Drop off wrapped gifts for women and children of the Shalom House
When: Saturday, December 11th
Time: 10AM-11AM
Where: Perkins/Penn Harris Hotel (formerly Radisson) Parking Lot
More details to follow in an upcoming email.
*********
The Selection Committee, tasked with evaluating and recommending two additional charitable
organizations, has concluded the process. A special thank you to the committee for their time and
efforts with this process. Committee members: Suzanne Gale, Heather Jackson, Alice Kirchner,
Amy Peffley and Karen Shirey.
At the October 2021 meetings, both the Board and Membership approved Healthy Steps Diaper
Bank and Community Check-up Center as the two additional charities to receive service grants in
the spring of 2022.
Healthy Steps Diaper Bank www.healthystepsdiaperbank.com
Healthy Steps Diaper Bank is on a mission to empower families and individuals throughout South
Central PA to thrive by providing a reliable and adequate source of diapers and feminine hygiene
products.
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Without a sufficient supply of diapers, parents are forced to keep their babies in diapers longer than
is healthy for a child or even to reuse diapers. Some parents are forced to forgo employment or
educational opportunities due to diaper need as most child care centers, even free and subsidized
facilities will turn away a child who arrives without a day’s supply of disposable diapers. Without a
sufficient supply of feminine hygiene products, menstruators are not able to participate fully in daily
life. This needs to change!
Healthy Steps Diaper Bank, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, has been a reliable resource in our community
since we were founded in 2013 and we continue to offer diapers, period supplies, and hope to
families in South Central PA. Neither SNAP or WIC can be used to purchase diapers, pads, or
tampons leaving many people without a way to get the essential products they desperately need for
themselves or their loved ones. Healthy Steps Diaper Bank works tirelessly to end diaper and period
poverty because we believe everyone deserves to be clean, dry, and healthy.
Community Check Up Center www.communitycheckupcenter.org
The Community Check-Up Center (CCC) is a non-profit health center providing quality care to
Harrisburg’s diverse and underserved children and adults. All are welcome, respected and treated
regardless of their ability to pay.
The Community Check-Up Center (CCC) is a community based, non-profit organization providing
health care services in our multicultural community of South Harrisburg for 27 years. CCC was
founded in 1994 by a group of low-income Head Start mothers who were concerned about the lack
of accessible health care for their children. The services are offered to all persons regardless of
insurance status or ability to pay for care. CCC strives to partner with other health and non-profit
organizations to support our patients and their neighborhoods.
The projected outcome for this project is to simply to continue to able to provide the possible health
care to the women and girls of the community without any barriers.
*******
The Nominating Committee is asking members interested in the position of
vice president or director to contact Carol Staz, Nominating Committee Chair
by Friday November 12, 2021.
If you have any questions or to "put your name in the hat" please contact
Carol at cf.staz@verizon.net or (717) 350-0465. Thank You for your
consideration - it is a great way to participate in the Zonta experience.
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The 2nd Annual No Show Gala will take place in November. Please submit
names and addresses of business and personal contacts to Jemry Small by
November 5th. Jemry will then mail an invitation to each contact submitted to
attend our “2nd Annual No Show Gala.” The invitees then have the option to
submit a donation to our club based on NOT having to attend yet another gala!! ☺ Please contact
Amy Peffley with any questions.
Here are some refresher points regarding the No Show Gala.
•

What is the No Show Gala? The No Show Gala is a fundraising event that does not require
one to leave the comfort of their home, have to find childcare for the evening, have to
purchase a tux or gown, etc. etc. Basically, the recipient of the invitation reviews the
options for “not attending the Gala” and sends an appreciation check to Zonta. An
appreciation check that allowed them to not have to worry about the hustle and bustle of a
big evening out. ☺

•

We are asking that you submit at least 10 names and addresses of friends, relatives, and/or
businesses, etc. to send the invite. Jemry Small will send the names submitted by members
last year for each member to review their list and decide if any changes are needed. New
members can submit names to Jemry Small. All names will be scrubbed to determine that
there are not any duplicate names submitted by members. Please forward your list to Jemry
Small by November 5, 2021.

•

A mass mailing of the invitations will be done the second week of November. If the names
you have submitted are unfamiliar with your work with Zonta, we ask that you send a few of
your personal return address labels and place on the invitation.

•

After the fundraiser, thank you notes will be sent to all who contributed.

•

Please forward your list to Jemry Small by November 5, 2021.

•

Any questions should be directed to Jemry or Amy.

Members are strongly encouraged to submit names for this fundraiser; however, are not
required to.
**********

U.N. Buzz

from UN Committee

Date: Thursday October 14, 2021 From: UN Women Email NEWs – Photos Omitted

Your questions answered: Women in Haiti
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What crises is Haiti facing? Haiti is simultaneously facing a political crisis and a humanitarian
one. Haitian president Jovenal Moïse was assassinated on 7 July 2021 by a group of mercenaries,
destabilizing an already precarious political situation and plunging the country’s future into
uncertainty.
On 14 August, the country was hit by a deadly 7.2 magnitude earthquake that affected over 800,000
people in its southwestern peninsula, killing thousands and leaving tens of thousands more
displaced. Days later, the country was struck by tropical storm Grace, causing flooding in the
earthquake-affected areas and exacerbating the damage and suffering.
Amidst the chaos, gang violence has drastically increased in the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area,
displacing some 19,000 people. These incidents are unfolding even as the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to strain the health system and other infrastructures.
How are these crises affecting women and girls? A pre-existing lack of social protections and
weak infrastructure has left women, girls and other vulnerable populations further exposed to loss,
damages and violence. The poorest country in the western hemisphere, nearly 20 percent of Haiti’s
population lives below the extreme poverty line of USD 1.23 per day. Less than 1 percent of the
country’s GDP is dedicated to health or education.
Even the poorest families have to pay to send their children to school, and the vast majority cannot
afford supermarket prices for food and essential goods. Before the earthquake, 46 percent of the
population had unmet food needs –– especially children, adolescents and pregnant women.
The earthquake has made matters worse. With roughly 70 percent of schools in the country’s
southwestern region still damaged or destroyed, an estimated 230,000 children are now at risk of
dropping out. According to a UN rapid assessment, 54 per cent of women and 46 per cent of men
have experienced difficulties in accessing health services in the earthquake-impacted area; 18 per
cent of women and 12 per cent of men are homeless, while 53 per cent of women and 56 per cent of
men sleep next to a damaged house.
How can we support women and girls in Haiti? UN Women has reinforced our team in Haiti, and
together with CARE International, government and UN agencies, we prepared a rapid assessment of
the most urgent needs and are making sure that humanitarian aid and response address the
differential needs of women, men, children and young people and vulnerable groups.
To make sure that no one is left behind, we are focusing our efforts on facilitating access to food,
protection kits and services for women and girls, and strengthening women’s resilience by
providing financial support and advocating for medium to long term policy measures that include
women in the economic recovery.
With your help, we can do more to ensure the safety and well-being of Haiti’s women and
girls. Donate today.
*********
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Members of our Club
attended the annual
Candlelight Vigil to
honor and remember the
women and children of
Cumberland & Perry
Counties who have lost
their lives to these
senseless acts of violence.
Clockwise: Kathy, Maria,
Karen and Claudia; Karen
and Sonya Browne
(DVSCP), Silent
Witnesses.
*********
District 3 Conference – as told in pictures and a First-Timers reaction!
During the trip home, Grace Huber, a member since December 2018 and First-Time attendee at a
District Conference, agreed to share her thoughts about the experience.
Why did you decide to attend? Realizing she had never attended a district event, she gave it
serious consideration when Kathy Gates encouraged her to attend. Carpool plans helped too!
What are the memorable moments from the experience? She was very happy with the openness
and ease of conversation with everyone she encountered; she appreciated the chance to meet
members from other Clubs and share experiences and ideas; it helped provide a clearer view of the
structure of District 3 and its positions and roles; finally, the First Timers activity (talk with as many
attendees as you can and ask 3 questions) was more enjoyable than she expected!!
What learnings will you bring back personally and share within our Club? Membership and
public relations are every member’s job; it is possible to recruit younger members and have a
diverse membership; she’s proud to be a member of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey and she
wants to try the plant-based burger that was mentioned in the breakout session on the impact of
Climate Change on Women and Girls!
We were glad Grace had an opportunity to accept an award on behalf of our Club. See below.
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Top: Conference logo, our Club attendees – Grace, Kathy, Alice, Karen; Grace with the other
‘First-timers’
Middle: Grace accepting 2nd place Service Award; Karen accepting 2nd place Advocacy Award;
Kathy accepting 3rd place PR/Communications award
Bottom: Alice accepting 3rd place UN award; Club members and awards; 4 certificates.
Not pictured: Membership Grant award, dancing at the Saturday evening Gala!
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