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Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey 

September 2021 Newsletter 

Greetings! 

Hoping you all had an amazing summer!!  So glad that many of you were able to visit family and 

jet/sail to fun places and explore!   

There were some committees that were meeting and planning throughout the summer.  The 501c3/4 

Committee was busy with the IRS and trying to get the ZCHH one step closer to having both an 

active 501c3 and 501c4 under our belt.  The Finance Committee met a few times to gear up for the 

fall fundraisers.  The Advocacy Committee met with Representative Patti Kim which posed 

potential opportunities for our Club.  The Grant Selection Committee (subcommittee of Service 

Committee) had their inaugural meeting.  The Service Committee also set up another amazing 

library display.  The Membership Committee met to strategize for the upcoming year as well as 

prepare the Membership Grant Application for the District.  Chairs have provided updates in this 

publication and have been working diligently, non-stop with their committees throughout the 

summer to finalize concepts and events for this upcoming year.  Thank you to all committee 

members for your continued commitment to the ZCHH. 

As you are aware, there are still unknowns with the COVID virus.  As a result, we will continue to 

meet via Zoom through year-end.  We will revisit the situation in the Fall to determine if it is safe 

enough to have in-person meetings, on a quarterly basis.  We would possibly meet in person in 

March for the IFP Luncheon at the Carlisle War College; in May for year-end grant distribution; 

possibly in February as well.  We have found a few venues where we could meet and may try 

having the in-person meetings at different locations to “test the waters.”  All Board meetings will 

meet via Zoom through June 2022.  Committee meetings will also meet via Zoom through May 

2022.  We are aware that many of you want to meet in person, therefore, we have been scheduling 

social events to spend in person time with one another and will continue to schedule those events.  

We are also planning on having a rally in October/November at the State Capitol.  This event may 

be scheduled outdoors on the Capitol steps depending on COVID rules. 

The District 3 Conference is planned for the end of October.  Please see insert.  The Conference is 

an amazing opportunity to learn more about the different levels of Zonta, meet Zontians from other 

Clubs in the region, and be educated on current events pertaining to Zonta. 

Please feel free to Voxer or email me with any ideas you may have for the upcoming year or future.  

Looking forward to seeing you all at our September meeting.  We will have new members, yes 

members (with an S), to be inducted! ☺  Cheers!  Amy 
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Meetings and Events – Upcoming plans 

  

 
 **Zoom meetings unless otherwise noted** 

September 2021  

Thursday Sept. 2nd – 6:00 pm Executive Board Meeting  

Tuesday, Sept 7th Early Registration for D3 Conference  

Thursday Sept. 9th   - 5:45 pm 

Social, 6:00 pm Meeting 
September Monthly Meeting – Guest speaker Ann Michael 

(See information below) 

Saturday, Sept. 18th 

Noon – 5PM 
Greenlight Operations Arts Festival 

Christian Life Assembly, Camp Hill 

Saturday Sept. 25th 

8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

New Cumberland Applefest Parking Fundraiser – contact Diana 

Laughner 

October 2021  

Thursday Oct 7th – 6:00 pm Executive Board Meeting  

Thursday Oct. 14th   - 5:45 pm 

Social, 6:00 pm Meeting 
October Monthly Meeting – Emily Ott, Public Education 

Coordinator for DVSCP 

Wednesday, Oct. 20th, all day Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends Fundraiser ‘Shopping’ Day 

Friday, Oct. 22nd – Sunday, 

24th 

 

D3 Conference, Sheraton Suites, Wilmington, DE  

Registration information emailed to members.  

 

September 2021 Membership Meeting Speaker 

Ann Michael is Chair of the PA Anti-Human Trafficking Advocacy Work 

Group (PAHTAWG). She coordinates legislative advocacy efforts by 

stakeholders across the state to end human trafficking and support HT 

survivors in PA. She is also the State Leader for International Justice 

Mission (IJM)’s Volunteers in Pennsylvania. Ann was a lobbyist for the PA 

Coalition Against Domestic Violence and she produced and led anti-human trafficking training 

for law enforcement, medical personnel, educators, and social service providers as Human 

Trafficking Victims Service Coordinator with the YWCA Harrisburg.  

 

 

New or changed items. 



   S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1      P a g e  3 | 12 

 

Membership and Social Media Corner  

We would like to welcome Shannon Hackman, Wanda Marshall and Sarah Burnett 

to our membership this month. You received their bios over the summer months. 

We will conduct a short induction ceremony during our Zoom meeting in 

September. Please join me in welcoming them to our Zonta Club. We start off our 

new membership year with 30 members.  

 

Shannon Hackman Wanda Marshall at 
2007 Poker Run! 

Sarah Burnett 

 

The Membership Committee has been busy this summer. We finalized the mentoring guidelines and 

are now looking for volunteers to serve as Mentors for our new members. Please contact me at 

kgates808@comcast.net if you are interested in serving as a Mentor. The guidelines provide for the 

mentor to build a relationship with the new member and the education and training will be 

conducted by the Membership Committee. We will announce the dates of the training later this fall.  

The Membership Committee members are Carla Russo, Claudia Barry, Alice Kirchner, Elizabeth 

Miller, Eileen Sullivan and Kathy Gates serving as Chair. Welcome to new members Elizabeth and 

Eileen for serving on this committee. 

We are in the process of updating the Zonta club membership booklet for 2021-2022. The updated 

copy will appear behind the Members Only tab on the website. We will continue our practice of 

giving the new members a paper copy. If you would like a new booklet mailed to you, please send 

your request to me at kgates808@comcast.net.  

Thanks to Alice Kirchner and Amy Peffley for completing the application for the District 3 

Membership Grant Program. Our request for this grant includes funds for marketing materials to use 

at events this year.   

We will kick off our year with a Membership Drive. We were successful to have guests at all of our 

Zoom membership meetings last year. Please reach out to your colleagues and business associates 

who have an interest in empowering women and invite them to attend a monthly meeting. Amy has 

mailto:kgates808@comcast.net
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some good speakers lined up for this year. Please let me know of your guests and I will personally 

send them a note of welcome. 

I was honored to be asked by District 3 leadership Pat Latona and Lisa Burton to conduct one of the 

training sessions on Membership at the Fall District 3 Conference this year.  

Social Media 

The Zonta club of Harrisburg-Hershey now has a LinkedIn page.  

Remember to view the Members Only tab on the Club website for the 2020-2021 Year-end Reports 

and Treasurer’s Reports recently added. Also, if you would like to add your bio to the Membership 

Bio Project, please let me know. We can update it at any time. Questions, let me know. 

------------------------------ 

In June’s newsletter, did you Guess Who said … “I was an Army brat born oversees in Germany, 

living there until my 1st birthday.” 

It was Kathleen O’Malley. Here is a little more to her story…. 
           

 

Kathleen was born into a military family who served in WWII. Her father and 

mother both served in the Army. After moving from Germany, her father was an 

Army instructor at West Point. She remembers fondly the dress parade of cadets 

on the lawn at West Point. They lived in Florida at the MacDill Air Force Base 

and then moved to Washington DC where he served full-time at first Fort Belvoir 

and then the Pentagon. He retired in 1963 as a Lieutenant Colonel. Kathleen’s mother was an Army 

nurse in the surgical unit in WWII serving in Hawaii. 

 
 

Guess Who? For October  

You might be surprised to learn that “I went to college to become a kindergarten 

teacher”.  

We hope that you are enjoying these bits of information from our members. 

Kathy Gates, Membership and Social Media Chair  
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Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones 
 

 

September Birthdays 

None 

 

September Zonta Anniversaries 

Judy Redlawsk – 9/1/1981 

Eileen Sullivan – 9/8/2016 

Kathy Gates – 9/10/2015 

 
 

------------------------------ 

 

The Shalom House Corner 

 

Greetings to you all from the members of the Service Committee 

which includes Amy, Karen, Claudia, Nancy, Grace, Heather, 

Alice and me along with a special member, Jemry. You are 

invited to see the enclosed picture display here in our newsletter that was taken at the Camp Hill 

Fredricksen Library.  We were featured there during the entire month of August. Several members 

assembled in the main lobby and had such fun putting up the "Zonta Goodies".  Our main purpose 

for this event was to share with the community what Zonta is all about and how we advocate for 

women and children through service and advocacy.  Also, our goal is hoping that we will highlight 

some interest and acquire some new members. In addition, we received some notoriety from the 

library because they shared information and a picture about our organization in their online 

newsletter; it went out to approximately 1000 subscribers; WOW!!!   Grace, we thank you for 

making all the arrangements for us to have this opportunity.   

 

Here is a little hint of our next display; it will be quite different than what we've done in the 

past.  How? It's going to be a look-down at a glass and wooden small display, but it's a mighty 

showcase. And, where will this be located? Look for additional details in the next newsletter!! 

 

And, as you know, for many years our club has partnered with Shalom House.  And, in addition, 

when I wrote to them for an update, I also asked about the "Library" that we Zontian's had started 

for them a number of years ago.  Well, here is Kyla's answer to that question! 

      "Hi Suzanne, yes, we would be excited to continue to receive books from Zonta!" 

 

OK, to piggy-back on this point, I want to share that the Frederickson Library will be having their 

book sale from September 23rd thru September 26th.  So, here's a great place to purchase your 

books CHEAP as well as helping the library's fundraiser and please keep, in mind, that books 

should be content and age appropriate for the ladies and their children.   

 

Please take this opportunity to read the latest happenings from Shalom House: 

 

Here at the Shalom House we would like to report a productive and meaningful month. Our ladies 

are actively attending weekly house meeting, groups, life skills and family engagement nights 

hosted by staff and other partners. Most recently our staff have hosted life skills classes including 
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how to understand credit and credit repair. The ladies also learned about civics and the structure of 

government. On the agenda for next week is a requested next class of budgeting.  

 

It is rewarding to know that our staff is providing a space to have conversations about aspects of 

living on your own that may not be taught in school or by parents when we grow into adulthood. 

Credit scores affect so much of a person’s freedom and financial flexibility. It is a disservice for our 

residents to remain un-educated about credit and the impacts it can have on daily life and renting a 

home. Shalom House is happy to provide this group and many others that are identified as 

beneficial. The ladies often express joy and gratitude at the chance to participate in special life skills 

classes and learn from our staff or guest speakers. These groups also allow for open sharing, a safe 

place to ask questions and learn from others lived experience.   

 

We have many partners and volunteers who support us on our mission to empowerment and 

independence. One of those partnerships includes Penn State. Shalom House is excited to partner 

with Penn States SNAP/EBT grant which funds an opportunity for an additional life 

skills class! Fatou Ndao is joining us every Thursday for a guest life skills session on healthy food 

and A Taste of African Heritage. Fatou is employed as a Project Manager and Health Educator. Last 

Thursday our shelter residents explored the joys of spices with Fatou and had the opportunity to 

bring a recipe to life. The food is raved about by many of our guests and gives the chance to try a 

unique dish that they may have never tasted.  

 

Our life skills classes have been described by our residents as “helpful, informational and providing 

ways to help them gain independence”! Here at Shalom House we strive to learn and be better every 

day. This goes for staff and residents alike. If we don’t have a specific skill set in-house, we will 

actively work with the rest of the community and our partners to bring information to the families 

and individuals we serve. We believe knowledge is power and we always want to encourage growth 

for our families!  

Shalom House News Submitted by Suzanne Gale 

 

                     Community Fair October 2, 2021                                                           Frederickson Library Display August 2021 
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Members of the Advocacy Committee met with Representative Patty Kim, 

103rd District/Dauphin County, via Microsoft Teams, on Tuesday, July 

20.  Representative Kim provided the Advocacy Committee with names of 

other Representatives who in her opinion would have the same goals and 

interests as Zonta.  The Advocacy Committee will continue reaching out to 

Representatives and Senators when they return in the fall. 

 

Bills to Curb Human Trafficking, Protect Victims Now Law 

The below information is from Rep. Helm’s newsletter of July 23, 2021 

 

Three bills adopted by the House earlier this year as part of a package of measures designed to 

combat human trafficking have been signed into law. 

 

Act 32 of 2021 will prohibit defendants in human trafficking cases from introducing evidence of a 

victim’s past sexual victimization or allegations, ensuring victims of this horrible crime have the 

same protections provided to victims of other sexual abuse offenses outlined in the Rape Shield 

Law. 

 

Act 38 of 2021 will add human trafficking and strangulation to the list of convictions affecting a 

child custody determination. Prior law already paid special attention to violent offenses such as 

homicide, sex offenses and kidnapping. With one in seven children reported missing becoming 

victims of child sex trafficking, the goal of this law is to prevent more children from suffering the 

same fate. 

 

Act 45 of 2021 will expand the list of offenses that require state inmates to participate in 

Department of Corrections counseling or therapy for sex offenders to include those convicted of 

human trafficking involving sexual servitude or other criminal offenses involving sexual abuse of a 

minor. Studies funded by the U.S. Department of Justice have demonstrated that participants in sex 

offender treatment programs are significantly less likely to be rearrested upon their release. 

 

Human trafficking is defined as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of 

people through force, fraud or deception, for forced labor or sexual exploitation. Human trafficking 

frequently victimizes women and children and is the second largest criminal enterprise in the world. 

It is also one of the fastest growing and it is happening right here in Pennsylvania. 

 

If you or someone you know is the victim of human trafficking, call the National Human 

Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or text 233733. 

 
                                 Nancy Fodor reporting for the Advocacy Committee:   

 

Rhonda Brunner, Nancy Fodor, Lori Griffin, Kathleen O’Malley, Amy Peffley,  

Karen Shirey and Jemry Small 

 

 

 

 

http://links.pahousenews.com/q/Vq_--qfGu8C1NBal7UxSu47V4q87PTWnRzp6ebC6efIjuqV-lcD3op3s-dlw
http://links.pahousenews.com/q/yBXVVjW74HWJ0GAEaG3ajCTQBpHC_2ql_Di4hIEtRc5KFJia9xDSanfA8tKA
http://links.pahousenews.com/q/IICNNuivQ6UXlDYzXnvNdssArd62JNs6vXsM3f27hfaEP9KVLlDA2P1V_APg
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Fundraising $$$ Committee News 

The challenge has been initiated! The Finance Committee has established a goal of raising $15,000 

for the 2021-2022 year. We are asking our members to participate in the following fundraising 

events: parking for the New Cumberland Apple Festival; Boscov’s Friends and Family Event; 

Wreath sale; No Show Gala; Virtual Bingo. Go Zontians! 
 

 Fall “FUN”draising Efforts Begin!! 

This is a great, easy fund-raiser.  We get to visit with one another in the beautiful fall weather, and 

take money to do it.   

We will be parking cars for the Apple Festival Saturday, September 25th at 

the Car Wash and at the back of Nick’s restaurant in New Cumberland.  I am 

still unsure as to the status of the Allied Motors lot.  

Feel free to bring your friends, spouses, to help.  For new members or anyone who has not been 

here before, we direct cars to park in a couple of different lots within a 2-block radius.  Parking for 

the New Cumberland Apple Festival is always limited so we are fortunate to have a couple of prime 

locations.  We do not physically park the cars, just direct people in.  We do hand out thank you 

notes that talk about Zonta and our mission. 

We start at 8:00 am and are usually finished by about 2:00 pm.  If you can stay all day – that’s great 

– if only for a few hours – that’s appreciated too.  We will use my office for food and bathroom 

breaks (406 Second Street, New Cumberland.)   I will supply hot dogs, sauerkraut and water.  If you 

would like to bring something, that would be great.  When you arrive, you can either park in my lot 

or on the street beside my lot, parking is not allowed in the front of my office that day.  

Please email dianal@capitolcom.com to let me know if you can help and the hours you are 

available so we can get a schedule together.  I’ll be in touch via e-mail closer to the event.  Thanks!!    

Diana Laughner 

The 25th Anniversary Friends Helping Friends fundraising 

event is happening this year. They will be going back to 

the original format of issuing passes to non-profit 

organizations.   It is a great opportunity for our club to 

raise funds selling Shopping Passes for this event. Our club 

keeps 100% of the $5 donation made in exchange for each 

Shopping Pass!  The event is scheduled this year for 

Wednesday, October 20.   

I will be mailing five coupons to each of our members in 

September.  Additional passes can be mailed to anyone 

who needs more.  Boscov’s provides us with as many 

shopping passes as we need.  We will sell them to our 

friends and family for a $5.00 donation, which will come back to the club. Proceeds from sold 

passes should be mailed to our Treasurer, Deb Crum. The passes will be used on the day of the 

Friends Helping Friends sale for 25% off the lowest sale price on many items.  At this time, it is 

mailto:dianal@capitolcom.com
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uncertain if we will be able to sell in the store on the day of the event, so it is important for our 

members to support this effort.   Cathy Paul 

 

$$$ ~ Holiday Wreath Fundraiser 

– 2021 ~ $$$ 

It is hard to believe this last year has passed and we are now close to the Fall of 2021!  Fall brings to 

mind colorful leaves, cooler temperatures and “pumpkin spice” everything! It is also a key time for 

our club fundraisers. We have several on the books and one of our largest is 

“The Holiday Wreath Sale” 
The Finance Committee is working on the details and will supply information and tools in the 

coming weeks. Last year was a tremendous success with the sale of 583 wreaths during a very 

difficult holiday period. To surpass those numbers this year would be amazing and would go a long 

way in achieving our goal of $15,000 net profit for year-end scholarships and distributions.   

Deb Crum 

 

The Finance Committee and our local and global communities appreciate 

 your support of these Annual Fundraisers! 

The Selection Committee, tasked with evaluating and recommending two additional charitable 

organizations to receive funds from our Club, has met and finalized the process. Applications have 

been sent and responses are expected by September 10. Thank you to those members who submitted 

worthy organizations to receive ZCHH applications. The introductory letter and application have 

also been placed on our social media sites in hopes of securing even more submissions. The 

Selection Committee will discuss and evaluate applications in mid-September with the plan of 

bringing a recommendation to the Board in October for discussion and approval.  

Submitted by Jemry Small – Finance Committee and Selection Committee Chairs 
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U.N. Buzz  from UN Committee   

Date: Wednesday, August 18, 2021   From: UN Women Email NEWs 

Statement by UN Women on the situation in Afghanistan 

In line with the statement by the UN Secretary-General, UN Women remains fully committed to 

support women and girls in Afghanistan. We will remain operational and engaged with our partners 

at this critical juncture for the country. 

 

Women’s and girls’ rights in Afghanistan must have only one direction and that is forward. Afghan 

women and girls have played a pivotal role throughout the history of their country. It is essential 

that they continue to do so and that their hard-won rights are protected. 

 

We are following the recent events with grave concern. We call on Afghanistan to secure 

the fundamental human rights of all, including women and girls, and to meet obligations to protect 

civilians and to provide humanitarians with unimpeded access to deliver timely and life-saving 

services and aid. 

Women’s and girls’ rights must be at the core of the global response to the current crisis. 

 

 

 

 
We have a winner of the Jane M. Klausman Scholarship for the 

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey 2021. 
 

Raised in a Nigerian American community, Ngozi Udeh grew 

up with a profound sense of community engagement and desire 

to make a positive social impact. After attending Dartmouth 

college, where she majored in Geography with a focus in 

International Development, she became a tri-sector professional 

working in local government, the private sector, and 

collaborating with nonprofits.  

 

Specifically, at Zenith Insurance she worked as a Community 

Partnership Manager where she headed the company’s corporate 

social responsibility initiatives and led the company to its 

inaugural social impact campaign raising $78,000 for several organizations.  

 

Ngozi is currently pursuing her MBA at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. In 

her first year she joined Wharton Impact Investing Partners on the Energy and Sustainability team. 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/secretary-generals-remarks-the-security-council-afghanistan-delivered
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Here she learned to source and conduct diligence on early-stage social impact companies with 

venture-grade growth potential.  

 

Ultimately, Ngozi seeks to be a leader to bring about inclusive economic and social change in 

emerging markets, especially as it pertains to women’s empowerment. Like all Zonta women, she 

will use her skills to uplift and open the doors for women whenever and wherever she can.  
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We’re mixing up our Monthly Zoom meetings with opportunities outside of meetings to gather for 

fellowship and fun.  Here was a group enjoying a performance of Grease this summer.  Top R:  Elaine, 

Cathy, Grace and Kathy.  Bottom R: Heather, Kathy, Elaine, Phil, Friend, Maria, Grace, Cathy and Phil. 

Missing from the pictures are Sue Redmond & husband Al and Carol Staz and her nephew.  


