Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey
May 2020 Newsletter

Welcome!! The name Zonta is derived from the Sioux Indian word meaning honest and
trustworthy. Zonta was founded November 8, 1919 in Buffalo, New York.
Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women worldwide
through service and advocacy, achieving global impact through local action.
We have 29,000 members from 63 countries working together to improve the lives of women and
children.
Zonta International is uniquely positioned within the United Nations to represent the special
concerns of women and children throughout the world.
Our local Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey welcomes you and invites you to join us in service and
advocacy. We hold monthly dinner meetings on the second Thursday of each month from
September through June. We meet to socialize at 5:30pm and have our meal at 6:00 pm followed
by a program that ends approximately at 8:00pm. We meet in the Radisson Hotel Harrisburg
located at 1150 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill.
Contact us at: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org or
www.zonta.org.

Our April Business Meeting was held via Zoom
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Greetings from the Club President
Looking back on this biennium (2018 – 2020), we accomplished a great deal. None of this could
have been accomplished by one individual. It was clearly a team effort. In the name of the Club, I
would like to thank everybody for everything you have done to help fulfill our Zonta mission and
our Zonta vision.
As we move forward into the new biennium (2020 – 2022), we will encounter new challenges,
many changes and a new leadership team.
I know you will each continue to give your best in support of our Club. I cannot thank you enough
for all the support you have given me.
Rather than leave you with a verbal summary of the last two years, I would like to share a pictorial
history of some of the high points that occurred during this period. The pictures came from my
photo albums. I believe a picture can tell our story in a way that words cannot. The smiles and
expressions of a challenge completed with pride, happiness and empowerment just stirs my heart.
There is so much I am thankful for, but above all, Thanks for the Memories!

Elaine Weinert, President of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
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Mark Your Calendar – for the next several months!

Date

Event
Dues for 2020-2021
2020-2011 Zonta
Year Begins
Stay tuned for
information about a
June or ‘summer’
meeting

th

May 15
Mon, June 1

Time

Location

Other Information

Any time

Mail

Send checks to Deb Crum

Planning session to kick off the
new Zonta year

Zonta Membership Dues Reminder
Our club has received confirmation that our District 3 and Zonta International Dues are expected to
be received on or before June 1st. In order to meet that deadline, I am requesting that all dues
renewals be received by me no later than May 15th.
Thank for your ongoing membership and all that you contribute to the mission of our club and
Zonta International!
Renewing members of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey should pay $161.00
Checks should be made payable to the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey.
Deb Crum, Treasurer
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Membership Corner – year in review
As we come to the end of the 2019-2020 fiscal year, I wanted to share with you
some of the accomplishments regarding the Zonta Club membership. Regarding
recruitment - we have gained 7 new members to the club this year. We welcomed
3 previous members who have rejoined, 1 member transferred and we gained 3 new
members. We welcomed all of our new members through an initiation ceremony this year.
The goals of the Zonta Club membership committee are not only recruitment, but also retention.
We hope that you will renew your membership and encourage you to reach out to any member of
the Board or Club if you have questions about your membership.
We have also been successful in reaching another goal of membership - to build relationships with
other like-minded organizations in the Greater Harrisburg area. This enables us to collaborate
with a global network of professionals who are committed to the campaign to end violence against
women and children. These organizations include Shalom House, Domestic Violence Services of
Cumberland and Perry County (DVSCP), Greenlight Operation, She’s Somebody’s Daughter
(SSD), Randi’s House of Angels, Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape (PCAR), the YWCA
Carlisle & Greater Harrisburg, Unchained at Last, American Association of University Women Harrisburg Branch (AAUW) and the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence (PCADV).
Please remember to support these organizations by “liking” their Facebook page.
Did you know? Jordan Pine from Greenlight Operation attended several of our meetings and gave
us an update on the work of their organization to stop human trafficking. We had table space at the
Candlelight Vigil hosted by DVSCP and attended the “Unchained at Last” rally. Members from
DVSCP, AAUW and the YWCA attended our “Just Say No” rally in November. AAUWHarrisburg and Randi’s House of Angels has included the Zonta Club on their website as one of
their partners.
We have also been working with Professors Maria Turkson, Heather Jackson (Zontian) & Ovgu
Kaynak at Penn State, Harrisburg and Tonya Miller at Lebanon Valley College to encourage their
students to learn more about the Zonta Club mission and goals in the campaign to enhance the lives
of women and children. And finally, Grace Huber hosted the membership for a summer picnic at
her home in Mount Gretna.
It has been a year of fun and opportunity. All of this helps to grow and improve the Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey organization. Congratulations on your many successes this year!
Social Media
This year we have continued to update the Zontaharrisburghershey.org website with news and
information for a more improved look. The Zonta Club Facebook page now has 317 followers.
Congratulations for helping to spread the word about the activities of the Zonta Club.
Kathy Gates, Membership and Social Media Chair
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SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATE
YEAR END WRAP UP FOR SERVICE
A BIG, HUGE THANK YOU to all you wonderful women who give so generously!! You make
such a tremendous difference whether you realize it or not. All service events this past year were
successful!! From the blankets and pillows, to the Party with a Purpose, and other impromptu
donations at our meetings, you have made a huge difference in the lives of women from the shelter.
The Rose Day visit to Shalom House and the IFP luncheon (both in March) were very special times
we were able to connect with women. We talked with the women at Shalom and shared some
tidbits of our life; a very intimate time. We shared with our women friends from around the world
and made new friendships.
None of these successful events could have been done without your heartfelt generosity, courtesy,
friendliness, and kindness. Thank you all for ALL you do!! You are so appreciated!!
UPDATE for JUNE – BOXES FULL OF SUNSHINE

As you are aware, we were unable to meet in April as well as drop off our Boxes of Sunshine.
Therefore, please plan to drop off your box(es) of sunshine at the June meeting. If we do not have
our June meeting, I will set aside some time to have you drop the boxes off to me, at a location in
Camp Hill (probably Radisson parking lot) and then I will deliver to Shalom House. It will be a
drive by drop off. More details to follow once I have confirmed with Denise Britton. Thank you so
much for your understanding and patience while we work through the state restrictions, etc.
Many of us have extra shoe boxes taking up closet space. Please consider wrapping your shoe box
with pretty, bright, sunny paper! Fill the inside of the box with items that will make a Shalom
House gal feel warm and sunny on the inside! Items you could put in your boxes include small
purses or wallets, lipstick, barrettes, earrings or other jewelry, fashion scarves, soaps, shower gels,
perfumes, keychains, umbrellas, fold-up shopping bags, socks, slippers, sunglasses, nail polish, gift
cards, etc. Please contact me with any questions. STAY TUNED FOR FURTHER DETAILS
REGARDING A DRIVE BY DROP OFF!!
Amy Peffley, Service Committee Chair
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THE SHALOM HOUSE CORNER—
Hello everyone. It is, indeed, at times challenging to be a resident
of Shalom House, but oh so much is learned within the walls of the
house. And, much progress is being made by the women who live
there -- either it be the influence from whom the ladies meet or the learning experiences from others
or even that they can (and do) see themselves as having special value and sharing that with one
another. That, in itself, is such a shining light moment for them! And, sometimes visions of hope
are shared in a documentary form for others to read...such is the case with the Voices of Hope.
Please, in your spare time, go to the website of “Voices of Hope” and read how lives are changed
through life coaching and in many other ways. We here at Zonta are so very proud of this project
and are so glad the way we have assisted and are helping the 'Ladies' at the house. The website
shows so many things and is truly a vision of how life can be---and is being-changed
and transformed. When you log on to Voices of Hope https://voices-of-hope.mn.co/
either Join In - or -Explore. Either way, you'll see amazing ways lives change and how life " hopes"
are impacting and connecting.
Suzanne Gale, Liaison to Shalom House
From Denise:
In spite of the limitations imposed by COVID19, our staff continues to persevere as are our
residents at the shelter. We have had the blessings of many meals prepared and delivered to the
house - to help keep spirits and hopes high. I would say it has all been very successful!
We continue to move forward, actually, on the Zonta project; the site has gone live -- and we will be
adding a social media / blogger to help keep things current for the long term. Perhaps you have
seen some of the posts during these trying weeks -- messaging of encouragement, and HOPE.
Voices of Hope went LIVE on 3/31. What does this mean? Regular updates are being shared under
the various topics that inspire hope and encouragement -- even about recent challenges like
COVID19.
By clicking on the link, existing members and potential members can see the latest communication;
the sign in link is available for persons wanting to get connected.
Our next steps -- expanding our connections with partners, creating a social media marketing plan,
and engaging a blogger to help with posts and further steps for long term sustainability.
With the lift of some of the restrictions, we are able to move forward with having a new roof put on
the Community Connections Center, and are proceeding with next steps for the phases of the
campus plan.
In sum, while some things have slowed, others have continued or expanded - and the vision to
support the dream of healthy and whole community is thriving.
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Letter from Central Penn Business Journal (CPBJ) to Denise Britton
Good afternoon!
I hope this email finds you and your family healthy and safe at home.
I want to be the first to congratulate you on being named one of the Central Penn Business
Journal’s Women of Influence award winners.
Winners were selected for their contributions to their organizations, industries and communities in
Central Pennsylvania.
Your accomplishments stood out from the rest and you will be celebrated as one of the 2020
honorees at the awards event on Monday, June 22. Congratulations!
April 17, 2020 update
Due to Covid-19 and social distancing requirements and to ensure the safety of our winners and
those that want to celebrate the winners we will be hosting Women of Influence event virtually
at CPBJ.com on June 22 starting at 6:00 P.M.
To purchase tickets for coworkers, family and friends please
visit https://www.cpbj.com/event/women-of-influence/
To learn about sponsorships, including table packages, please contact Suzanne Fischer-Huettner
at shuettner@bridgetowermedia.com or your account executive.
We are thrilled to recognize you, a woman of influence, for your accomplishments!
If I can provide any additional information or answer any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. I
look forward to celebrating your accomplishments on June 22. Once again, congratulations!
Cathy
Cathy Hirko
Associate Publisher/Editorial Director
Central Penn Business Journal, Lehigh Valley Business, Central Penn Parent
O: 717-323-5221 • C: 717-779-8950
E: chirko@bridgetowermedia.com
1500 Paxton Street, Harrisburg, PA 17104
65 East Elizabeth Avenue, Bethlehem, PA 18018
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U.N. Buzz

from UN Committee

From where I stand: “Policies and regulation can be updated day-to-day…we have to quickly
and firmly handle the situation”
Date: Monday, April 20, 2020

From: UN Women News (email) 4/24/20

Nicha Nitinavakarn is a police captain working in the Arrival
Immigration Bureau at Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok,
Thailand, where women make up most of the workforce. Her
responsibilities include passport check, entry approval and problemsolving for all arrival issues. She is one of the many women who are
part of the essential workforce as four billion people around the
world are under stay-home orders to curb the spread of COVID-19

Police captain Nicha Nitinavakarn works at the Arrival Immigration Bureau in Suvarnabhumi
Airport in Bangkok, Thailand. Photo: UN Women/Ploy Phutpheng
Every morning I wake up a little worried, so I take my temperature. As an immigration police
officer working at the airport, I dealt with hundreds of people [before the lockdown]. I’ve noticed
that people are scared, they probably think I might have been infected and am now a silent carrier of
the coronavirus.
One of the biggest challenges is my occupational health safety, so I strictly follow [guidance] on
sanitizing my hands and the working space with alcohol.
Another challenge I am facing is that policies and regulation can be updated day-to-day, affecting
[travelers] as well as those involved in [implementing them]. For example, Thailand imposed an
entry ban on certain passport-holders, but the regulation was announced on the same day that some
of these passengers were on their way to the country. Therefore, all immigration staff in the front
line, including me, had to announce this rule as they arrived at the airport. After hearing this, the
passengers were desperate. Staff have had to find solutions to quickly and firmly handle the
situation.
This crisis has also affected my mental health. These days, my routine is only going to work and
going out to buy food when necessary. I haven’t seen my family in Lampang since the outbreak.
We have to continue working unless we become infected with COVID-19 [and show symptoms].
We have to work same hours now, as we did before COVID-19, even though there are 90% less
passengers compared to last year.
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Everyone is more stressed and aggressive because of the situation—this is understandable, and I
must cope with it. People also trust you less when you’re a woman but wearing this uniform gives
me confidence.”
Nicha Nitinavakarn is a 28-year-old Thai national who is taking on
the risk of exposure to COVID-19 every day as she goes to work. UN
Women is gathering information and data on the gendered impacts
of the outbreak and the challenges women are facing in the Asia
Pacific region and around the world. Effective response and
recovery efforts must put women at the centre and specifically target
the socio-economic impact of the outbreak on women and girls.

---------------------------

A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE McINROY SHEFFER PEOPLE TRUST
Needless to say, for me, it is such an honor to belong to this 'Trust" along with 6 other
members. And, I would like to take this opportunity to say "thank you" to them for once again
presenting Zonta with a $500.00 grant for Shalom House. Unfortunately, due to the spring 2020
pandemic, I'm unable to present this check to the executor director Denise Britton in person;
however, the check has been mailed to Denise.
Mary McInroy Sheffer was born and raised on a farm in Tioga County, Pennsylvania. She attended
Mansfield University and graduated with a teaching degree from Syracuse University. She taught
school before moving to Harrisburg where she became active in political and civic affairs. At
various times, she served in the following capacities: chairman of the Mansfield University Board
of Trustees, chairman of the Harrisburg Mayor's Committee on Human Relations, president of the
Harrisburg Branch of the American Association of University Women, President of the Civic Club
of Harrisburg, and president of the Art Association of Harrisburg. She established the McInroy
Sheffer People Trust to support educational, artistic and humanitarian endeavors in Tioga, Dauphin,
Cumberland, Lycoming and York. Mary died in 1996 at the age of 93.
Mary Sheffer was, indeed, a philanthropic entrepreneur who had so many visions for young high
school students furthering their education as well as sharing many grants to the
community. And again, I wish to thank my fellow Trustee's for voting the dollars to Zonta who in
turn presented the $500.00 to Shalom House.
Suzanne Gale, Liaison to Shalom House
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Sent to Elaine on Wed, April 29, 2020; as of this newsletter, we are waiting for it to be signed.
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Next Meetings TBD
Meeting: We love our usual May and June meetings; however, we’re looking for ways to do some
unusual meetings to have some of the fun, focus on updates from Shalom House and plan for the
upcoming year, before taking a summer hiatus from meetings.
Watch your email for future meeting details.
- no travel – no meal – no cost –

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Officers:
Elaine Weinert, President
Amy Peffley, Vice President
Deb Crum, Treasurer
Maria Todaro, Secretary

Cathy Paul, Director
Suzanne Gale, Director
Alice Kirchner, Nominating Chair
Nancy Fodor, Past President

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones
May – August Birthdays
Claudia Barry, 5/25
Sue Redmond, 6/6
Kathy Gates, 6/11
Maria Todaro, 6/11
Jemry Small, 6/14
Cathy Paul, 6/21
Susan Adams, 6/22
Suzanne Gale, 7/4
Heather Jackson, 7/13
Amy Peffley, 7/17
Barbara Kauffman, 7/20
Elizabeth Miller, 8/15

May – August Zonta Anniversaries
Debra Crum, 5/31/2006
Kathleen O’Malley, 6/1/1997
Elaine Weinert, 6/1/2010 + 1994 – 2005
Sue Redmond, 6/1/2019 + 2004 –
Susan Adams, 6/1/2017
Barbara Kauffman, 6/1/2016 + 2002 – 2005
Susan Veach, 6/1/2019 + 1998 –
Carla Russo, 6/9/2015 + Transfer – 10/12/2019
Eileen Baylor, 6/10/2015
Nancy Fodor, 6/1/2011
Deborah Hughes, 7/1/1983
Heather Jackson, 8/6/2019 + 1993 –

‘Like’ us on Facebook: Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org
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Contact us: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com
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