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Zonta Club of 

Harrisburg-Hershey 
 

April 2020 Newsletter 
 

                                        
Welcome!!  The name Zonta is derived from the Sioux Indian word meaning honest and 

trustworthy.  Zonta was founded November 8, 1919 in Buffalo, New York. 

Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women worldwide 

through service and advocacy, achieving global impact through local action.  

We have 29,000 members from 63 countries working together to improve the lives of women and 

children. 

Zonta International is uniquely positioned within the United Nations to represent the special 

concerns of women and children throughout the world. 

Our local Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey welcomes you and invites you to join us in service and 

advocacy.  We hold monthly dinner meetings on the second Thursday of each month from 

September through June.  We meet to socialize at 5:30pm and have our meal at 6:00 pm followed 

by a program that ends approximately at 8:00pm.  We meet in the Radisson Hotel Harrisburg 

located at 1150 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill.  

Contact us at: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com  Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org or 

www.zonta.org.  

 

 

 
  

 

  \ 

 

 

mailto:zontaclubhbg@gmail.com
http://www.zontaharrisburghershey.org/
http://www.zonta.org/
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Greetings from the Club President 

 

 

We are nearing the end of the 2018-2020 Centennial Anniversary Biennium.  What an amazing 

journey this has been.  Very different from my first two-year term as president of our club back in 

2002-2004.  

 

I enjoyed working with our International President, Susanne Von Bassewitz and our District 3 

Governor, Joanne Gallos along with many others, too many to list individually.  I found our 

executive board to be very challenging, and much was accomplished.  During this biennium we 

experienced amazing firsts for our club: 

- Zonta International Centennial Anniversary Celebration for our 100th year. 

- We won the ZI Grant for our Partner, Shalom House in the amount of $5000. 

- New ZI scholarship was offered for Women in Technology. 

- We won the District 3 Governor’s award at the 2019 fall District Conference. 

- 10 new members were added to our club. 

- We started the Golden Z Club at Penn State Harrisburg. 

- Our club is celebrating our 40th Anniversary. 

- Fundraising was extended to include sponsors. 

- Drastic changes took place due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

- We are now facing a global recession that is inevitable. 

- We are preparing to cross the bridge into a new biennium with the Millennials in focus since 

they are our future. 

 

We now find ourselves in a world that is dramatically changing due to the global coronavirus 

pandemic.  For the first time in the history of Zonta, we will be holding our April board meeting and 

our April annual membership meetings off site and on-line.  The Radisson reservations had to be 

cancelled due to the pandemic.  We are also facing an inevitable global recession.  This last week 

alone, two million Americans applied for unemployment and our government is taking on a massive 

amount of debt burden. 

 

Be assured that Zonta International is on top of the situation and we will come through this stronger 

and better than ever before.  Having international leadership that works with the United Nations all 

over the world, will make a dramatic difference.  We will cross the bridge into the next biennium 

with our focus, ambition and commitment steadfast to our mission to do service and advocacy for 

the good of enhancing the status of all women and children.  We are ZONTA proud.    

 

 

Elaine Weinert, President of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey  
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Mark Your Calendar – for the next several months! 

 
Event 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 

 

  

 

 

 

Time 

 

 

 

 

 

Location 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Information 
Board Meeting Thu, April 2 6:00 pm Zoom All are welcome 

Monthly Meeting Thu, April 9  6:00 pm Zoom We need and want you to 

participate!! Zoom ‘how to’s’ 

will be sent in advance.  

Board Meeting Thu, May 7 6:00 pm Radisson 

Dining 

Room 

All are welcome; we’ll advise if 

the location changes 

Member Orientation Rescheduling 

Monthly Meeting Thu, May 14 5:30 pm arrive 
6:00 pm meal 

Radisson 
Veranda 

Stay tuned for potential updates 

40th Anniversary of 

our Club! 

TBD 

Dues for 2020-2021 May 15th Any time Mail Send checks to Deb Crum 

2020-2011 Zonta 

Year Begins 

Mon, June 1    

Monthly Meeting Thu, June 11 5:30 arrive 

6:00 meal 

Radisson 

Veranda 

Planning session to kick off the 

new Zonta year 

ZI Convention Cancelled 

                                                                   

 

 
                                              

As you know from your own life and reflected in the calendar above, many Zonta events 

have been altered by the current global pandemic.  The 40th Anniversary celebration won’t 

be held as scheduled; we’re finalizing plans for it and other meetings that were to happen 

this Spring.  Stay well, stay put….and stay in touch!!  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/940240801?pwd=eEJESmFUMGM1a0pnc25QVldXNEhBQT09
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      Membership Corner 
 

The Orientation Training for Saturday, April 4th has been cancelled and will be 

rescheduled.  

 

In the Spring 2020 addition of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission magazine there was an article about The Women’s March to Perry Square in Erie. 

Where in July 1913 one of the earliest women’s suffrage marches in PA took place. On that day 

hundreds of supporters answered the call of Erie suffragist Augusta Fleming to march for women’s 

rights during the centennial celebration of Oliver Hazard Perry’s victory in the Battle of Lake Erie. 

 

In PA, public support for women’s suffrage was growing in the early years of the 20th century. PA 

suffragists persevered in their efforts until the U.S. Congress approved the 19th Amendment on June 

4, 1919 and weeks later the PA state legislators ratified the amendment. 

 

The women of Erie knew that although they had gained the right to vote, there was still much work 

to do to educate and encourage new voters to register and show up at the polls. In 1919 Erie 

suffragists also founded a chapter of the newly organized Zonta Club to empower and advocate for 

women. In 1920 the League of Women Voters of Erie County was formed with Augusta Fleming 

serving as the first president. Both Zonta International and the League of Women Voters of Erie 

County remain active organizations working for the rights of women. 

 

Kathy Gates, Membership and Social Media Chair 

 

Zonta Membership Dues Reminder 

The world has changed dramatically in the weeks since our last newsletter. But our ability to 

communicate with telephone, email, Facebook, newsletters, zoom, etc. has and will continue to be a 

blessing for us all.  

Last month I shared some detailed information about the components of our dues, the benefits of 

our membership, and the impact our club makes both locally and globally. In the wake of this global 

pandemic I am sure we will discover incredible new ways to continue to support and impact the 

lives of others through our membership in the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey. 

We will not have a typical “face to face” meeting in April, and May is uncertain at this point. Due 

to this current situation I would request that dues are sent to my home address. At this time, we are 

still being requested to meet the District and ZI due dates. Please don’t hesitate to ask additional 

questions, and thank you in advance for your timely payment of dues. 

Renewing members of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey should pay $161.00 to Deb not 

later than May 15th; checks should be made payable to the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey. 

With deepest thanks for your ongoing club membership.                               Deb Crum, Treasurer 
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SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATES 

APRIL – MAY BOXES FULL OF SUNSHINE 

                                     

Many of us have extra shoe boxes taking up closet space.  Please consider wrapping your shoe box 

with pretty, bright, sunny paper!  Fill the inside of the box with items that will make a Shalom 

House gal feel warm and sunny on the inside!  Items you could put in your boxes include small 

purses or wallets, lipstick, barrettes, earrings or other jewelry, fashion scarves, soaps, shower gels, 

perfumes, keychains, umbrellas, fold-up shopping bags, socks, slippers, sunglasses, nail polish, gift 

cards, etc.  Please bring your Box of Sunshine to the May meeting, rescheduled from the original 

plan for collecting at the April meeting.  

 

Please contact Amy Peffley with any questions.  

Amy Peffley, Service Committee Chair 

 

***************************** 

 

 

 

 

Members of Zonta Club of Harrisburg-

Hershey visited with residents of 

Shalom House in honor of International 

Women’s Day / Rose Day.  We 

presented a bouquet of yellow roses for 

the women and children to enjoy as 

they gather for meals and other get 

togethers.  
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2020 Zonta International Convention canceled 
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THE SHALOM HOUSE CORNER— updates as of March 26 

 

Greetings to everyone!  It's my pleasure to keep you informed 

about what is going on at Shalom House.  Here you’ll read 

endearing messages from executive director, Denise Britton and 

Donna Shuler.  Prayers that everyone is remaining well as we move through this unusual time.   

Suzanne Gale, Liaison to Shalom House 

 

Shalom House 

We are working diligently with other community providers and the city to prepare for any 

escalation in cases of COVID19 to include the potential for pop-up shelters, areas of quarantine 

should residents or staff become exposed or infected, and how to maintain necessary supplies in 

such eventualities.  (My personal hope is that this is an exercise for the future, and does not need to 

be used in practice any time soon.) 

 

Meanwhile, our own residents remain safe and supported.  Staff have been troopers in helping to 

maintain some sense of normalcy at the house, setting forth activities and plans to remain focused 

on what can be done to keep looking forward, and not be overwhelmed with protocols that must be 

in place and adhered to - for everyone's safety and overall wellness. 

 

Our Zonta project continues to develop, as much of what needs to be done is able to be done 

through technology; Voices of Hope seems more meaningful and timely than ever! 

 

Our residents have been blessed countless times with deliveries of food and gifts that inspire hope 

and gratitude, and personally I have a sense of awe and appreciation that even in times as 

challenging as these, the generosity and love of people can come shining through. 

 

Sending some of that love mixed with hugs to our precious friends and partners in all of you, 

-----Denise 

 

Shalom Services, Food has come to a complete halt.  The Courthouse Cafe is closed until the 

Courthouse reopens to the public.  All Food Truck Events and Catering for March and April have 

canceled or rescheduled.  We are still hopeful we will be back up and operational in mid-April at 

the cafe, however we are staying in touch with the Chief of Staff there.  Our staff has pulled 

together and are chatting over text messages to make sure all are well and safe.  We've been able to 

help each other out with food needs and getting everyone signed up for unemployment. 

 

Shalom Services, Facilities is still operational.  Our partner, Beverly Katzman Janitorial Services is 

picking up more work for cleaning and sanitizing as well as new contracts so therefore we may be 

hiring and training more women during this time. 

Thank you for checking in with us and all your continued support.  You are like family to us and 

appreciate all of you,  

-----Donna 
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U.N. Buzz  from UN Committee    

From: UN Weekly News 03/23/20 Email 

 

Gender equality matters in COVID-19 response 
 

  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic is not just a health issue. It is a profound shock to our societies and 

economies, and women are at the heart of care and response efforts underway. 

 

As frontline responders, health professionals, 

community volunteers, transport and logistics 

managers, scientists and more, women are making 

critical contributions to address the outbreak every day. 

 

During crises, women are hit harder. Globally, women 

make up 70 per cent of workers in the health and social 
sector and women do three times as much unpaid care 

work as men. 

 

They are at increased risk of infection, domestic 

violence and loss of livelihood and have less access to 

sexual and reproductive health services as healthcare 

systems become overstretched.   

 

UN Women is working closely with WHO, UN agencies and UN Country Teams along with 

its partners to strengthen our coordinated response to this outbreak. We are leveraging our 

relationships with women-led organisations to advance women’s voice and decision-making 

in all aspects of preparedness and response.  
 

 

https://unwomen.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a4c7b832288dbbd2a91f5cfa&id=d2f7ffbfb0&e=b30d7f0831
https://unwomen.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a4c7b832288dbbd2a91f5cfa&id=bf0f040185&e=b30d7f0831
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               The ZONTA International Centennial Theme 

                 “HONOR AND EMPOWER” 
 

How the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey fulfilled ZI’s Mission from 2010-2020 

 

This decade of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey’s history found the Club continuing its 

involvement with ZI District 3.  In April 2012 we hosted the District 3 Areas 3 & 4 Workshop 

under the leadership of President Twyla Courtot.  Under the leadership of President Nancy Fodor, 

the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey won its 6th and 7th ZI District 3 Governor’s Cup Awards in 

October 2017 and October 2018 followed by our 8th Governor’s Cup Award in 2019 under the 

leadership of President Elaine Weinert.  Three years in a row!  Amazing! 

This decade also found Zonta International making giant strides in the use of technology to promote 

service and advocacy, and the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey followed its lead.  

ZI began to communicate with clubs and individual members frequently via email, promoting 

advocacy efforts and updating members on progress of service projects.  Our first “Zonta Says ‘No’ 

to Violence against Women” Rally was held in December 2013 under the leadership of President 

Deb Crum.  The Rallies have continued every year since then.  Our first electronic “Zonta says 

‘No’” billboard to celebrate the 16 days against violence campaign happened during Suzanne Gale’s 

Presidency.  Suzanne also oversaw an unusual 35th Anniversary Celebration: the “Zonta Zerby”! 

In June 2013 the Club established an official partnership with Shalom House which has been 

renewed each year since then, and in March 2017 the Club reestablished its connection with the 

spouses of international students at the US Army War College in Carlisle PA.   

From 2018 – 2020 President Elaine Weinert focused on Zonta International as this biennium 

marked a celebration of Zonta’s 100th Birthday on Nov. 8, 2019.   Another highlight occurred when 

a Golden Z Club was chartered at Penn State Harrisburg Campus on Dec. 2, 2019 under the 

leadership of Club Member Heather Kattouf Jackson. 

This is the final article in the series of articles presented by your Centennial Committee during this 

biennium.  We hope you have enjoyed them and learned as much as we did writing them! 

For those of you who may not be familiar with Zonta, please check our website 

www.zontaharrisburghershey.org to learn more about our local Club and how you can join! 

                     Nancy Fodor, Amy Peffley and Karen Shirey (Committee Chair) 

http://www.zontaharrisburghershey.org/
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrExo9JUc5bb0UATZGJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzdHZtMTgzBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMzODc0OGM4MDc0NDhjODMxMjcyOGYyOWUzM2U1MjczYwRncG9zAzYyBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dzonta%2B2018%2Bconvention%26fr%3Dyfp-t%26nost%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D62&w=1920&h=768&imgurl=www.zontamartigues.org/medias/images/bandeau-zonta100.jpg&rurl=http://www.zontamartigues.org/&size=86.0KB&name=%3cb%3eZonta%3c/b%3e+Martigues+Etang+de+Berre&p=zonta+2018+convention&oid=38748c807448c8312728f29e33e5273c&fr2=&fr=yfp-t&tt=%3cb%3eZonta%3c/b%3e+Martigues+Etang+de+Berre&b=61&ni=21&no=62&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=10ut9kbmp&sigb=137o6jg81&sigi=11pm6p6tq&sigt=115ibcgfp&sign=115ibcgfp&.crumb=OtiZOGZUFmB&fr=yfp-t
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DOMESTIC MINOR SEX TRAFFICKING (DMST) HISTORICAL TIMELINE 

U.S. LEGISLATION & KEY ACTIONS 

 

1910 – The Mann Act, also called the White Slave Traffic Act. 

1935 – Child Welfare Services Program Established under Title IV-B of the Social Security Act. 

              Providing grants to states for preventive and protective services and foster care. 

 

1970 – Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO).  Amended the definition of       

              “racketeering activity” to include sex and labor trafficking. 

 

1974 – Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Act.  Fed. Funding streams used for DMST. 

1974 – Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA).  Est. federal definition of “homeless youth”. 

              Also provides federal funding for emergency shelters. 

 

1982 – Missing Children Act.  Enabled law enforcement to access FBI information for finding a  

              missing child. 

 

1983 – Missing Children’s Assistance Act.  Amended the Act of 1974 for a national toll-free #. 

1984 – National Center for Missing & Exploited Children.   

1984 – Victims of Crime Act. Using VOCA funds for Child Advocacy Centers/Human Trafficking. 

1987 – Child exploitation & Obscenity Section, U.S. Department of Justice. 

1990 – Crime Control Act. Made major changes in the areas of child abuse and victim rights. 

1994 – Violence Against Women Act.  

1994 – The Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994. 

1996 – World Congress on the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.  Held in Stockholm,  

             Sweden.  Sought to draw attention to child sex trafficking around the world. 

 

1998 – Est. of the Cyber Tipline. Housed at the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. 

1998 – Creation of the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Initiative (ICAC). 

2000 – United Nations Protocols – (Year ZI made human trafficking an advocacy priority). 

2000 – Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000. 
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2000 – Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, U.S. Department of State. 

2001 – War Against Trafficking Alliance.  Led by Shared Hope Int’l founder, Linda Smith. 

2003 – Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to End the Exploitation of Children Today. 

2003 – Innocence Lost National Initiative. 

2005 – National Human Trafficking Hotline. 24-hour confidential, multi-lingual for victims. 

2006 – Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act. Nat’l sex offender registry. 

2006 – Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking Defined. (Result of SHI – Linda Smith’s efforts). 

2008 – Protecting Children from Pornography & Internet Exploitation Act of 2008. 

Oct. 21, 2009 – International Violence Against Women: Stories and Solutions Hearing before the 

Subcommittee on International Organizations, Human Rights and Oversight of the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs House of Representatives (111th Congress, First Session).  Highlighted the 

International Violence Against Women’s Act (IVAWA), a crucial piece of legislation that would 

direct more attention and resources to efforts to halt gender-based violence that affects women and 

girl around the globe, including sex trafficking for the first time.  SHI Founder, Linda Smith 

testified to the problem of domestic sex trafficking resource disparity. 

Sept. 15, 2010 – Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking Hearing before the House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee On Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security Committee on the Judiciary.  Shared 

Hope International’s (SHI) two research reports and findings on domestic sex trafficking of children 

are introduced into the Congressional Record. (Result of the service of Linda Smith). 

2011 – Protected Innocence Challenge Report Cards. Note:  in the first year, 26 states fail the     

              Protected Innocence Challenge. 

 

2012 – National Colloquium: Shelter and Services Evaluation for Action. Experts convene from  

              around the nation at the U.S. Capitol for a discussion hosted by SHI, again Linda Smith. 

 

2014 – Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act.  It establishes a National  

             Advisory Committee on the Sex Trafficking of Children and Youth in the U.S. to advise   

             on policies to improve the nation’s response to the sex trafficking of children and 

             youth and to make recommendations for administrative and legislative changes to  

             which key experts from Shared Hope International (SHI) and other advocacy  

              organizations are appointed. Note:  again, Linda Smith is the leading advocate. 

2015 – Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act. 



April 2020 Page 13 
 
 

 

2015 – International Megan’s Law.  Focusing on the challenge of child sex tourism, this law  

             created an Angel Watch Center within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to  

             receive notifications regarding convicted sex offenders preparing to travel, etc. 

 

2015 – Office of Trafficking in Persons established as a separate office within the Department 

             Of Health and Human Services.  Note:  recognized increase in domestic trafficking. 

 

2018 – Allow States and Victims to Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act (FOSTA-SESTA).  This act 

             Amends Section 230 to allow state prosecutions and allow civil claims to proceed by 

             victims. 

 

This is the update as of the printing of the book, “Invading the Darkness”, inside the historic fight 

against Child Sex Trafficking in the United States.  Author is Linda Smith. 

In November 1998, U.S. Representative Linda Smith founded Shared Hope International to fight 

sex trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation and to serve the long-term restoration needs of 

women and children in crisis.  Today, as a 22-year veteran and leader in the movement, Shared 

Hope strives to prevent the conditions that foster sex trafficking, restore victims of sex slavery and 

bring justice to vulnerable women and children.  Linda began serving in 1983 as a Washington state 

legislator.  She won a write-in campaign for U.S. Congress in 1994.  Her compassionate and 

uncompromising belief that every individual has dignity has carried her from the halls of Congress 

to searching out victims in the United States and around the world.  Linda resides in Vancouver, 

Washington, and is a proud parent and grandparent with her dearly loved late husband, Vern Smith. 

Elaine Weinert, Advocacy Chair 
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Monthly Meeting – April 9, 2020 

6:00 pm – join early for some social time!!  

 

Special Meeting:  April is our Annual Business meeting and the only meeting we have for just 

members.  It will be conducted using the on-line video conferencing tool, Zoom. You’ll receive 

helpful hints for preparing to use Zoom for this meeting in the event it’s new to you.  

 

We will be taking action on multiple business topics and need to have a quorum of members (not 

less than 15) participate to vote on the details of awarding our Service $$, electing officers and 

approving the budget for next year.  

 

No travel – no meal – no cost – RSVP will be requested 

 

 

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Officers: 

 

Elaine Weinert, President Cathy Paul, Director 

Amy Peffley, Vice President Suzanne Gale, Director 

Deb Crum, Treasurer Alice Kirchner, Nominating Chair 

Maria Todaro, Secretary Nancy Fodor, Past President 

 

 

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones 

 

April  Birthdays 

    Eileen Sullivan, 4/6 

Grace Huber, 4/7 

            Kathleen O'Malley, 4/17 

     Alice Kirchner, 4/22 

      Elaine Weinert, 4/23 

      Judy Redlawsk, 4/30 

 

April Zonta Anniversaries 

                None  

 

 

‘Like’ us on Facebook:  Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey 

Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org       Contact us: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com 

http://www.zontaharrisburghershey.org/
mailto:zontaclubhbg@gmail.com

