Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey
March 2020 Newsletter

Welcome!! The name Zonta is derived from the Sioux Indian word meaning honest and
trustworthy. Zonta was founded November 8, 1919 in Buffalo, New York.
Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women worldwide
through service and advocacy, achieving global impact through local action.
We have 29,000 members from 63 countries working together to improve the lives of women and
children.
Zonta International is uniquely positioned within the United Nations to represent the special
concerns of women and children throughout the world.
Our local Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey welcomes you and invites you to join us in service and
advocacy. We hold monthly dinner meetings on the second Thursday of each month from
September through June. We meet to socialize at 5:30pm and have our meal at 6:00 pm followed
by a program that ends approximately at 8:00pm. We meet in the Radisson Hotel Harrisburg
located at 1150 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill.
Contact us at: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org or
www.zonta.org.
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Elaine Weinert, President of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
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Mark Your Calendar – for the next several months!

Event

Date

Time

Location

Other Information

Board Meeting

Thu, Mar 5

6 pm

All are welcome

Zonta Rose Day
celebration
International
Women’s Day and
Zonta Rose Day
IFP Luncheon

Sat, Mar 7
Sun, Mar 8

10:30 noon
All day

Radisson
Dining Room
Shalom
House
Everywhere

Tue, Mar 10

Noon

Carlisle War
College

Monthly Meeting
Board Meeting

None in
March
Thu, April 2

Our favorite international event
hosted locally.
Join us for the IFP event!

6:00 pm

All are welcome

Member Orientation

Sat, April 4

9:30 – noon

Monthly Meeting

Thu, April 9

40th Anniversary of
our Club!
Board Meeting

Sunday,
April 26
Thu, May 7

5:30 arrive
6:00 meal
1 pm –
4 pm
6 pm

Monthly Meeting

Thu, May 14

Radisson
Dining Room
900 South
Arlington
Ave
Radisson
Veranda
West Shore
Country Club
Radisson
Dining Room
Radisson
Veranda

2020-2011 Zonta
Year Begins
Monthly Meeting

Mon, June 1

ZI Convention

July 4 – 8

March 2020

Thu, June 11

5:30 arrive
6:00 meal

Meet at 10:30 at Shalom House;
details contact Amy
Recognize women

The who’s, what’s, how’s and
why’s of being a Zontian
Members only business meeting
Celebrate with members, friends
and others touched by Zonta
All are welcome
Year-end celebration
Membership dues payable in May

5:30 arrive
6:00 meal

Radisson
Veranda
Chicago, IL

Planning session to kick off the
new Zonta year
Celebrate / learn with ZI
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Membership Corner
The membership committee has scheduled an Orientation Training for Saturday,
April 4th from 9:30 am to noon for new members to hear and learn about the
Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey and Zonta International organizations. Alice
Kirchner will conduct the training.
We will meet at the United Church Center, 900 South Arlington Ave, Harrisburg. Everyone is
welcome. Anyone interested in attending this training as a refresher should contact me at
kgates808@comcast.net.
We strive to collaborate with a global network of professionals who are committed to our campaign
to end violence against women and children. At the February membership meeting, Jordan Pine,
Executive Director of Greenlight Operation shared current news about the human trafficking
challenges in the Greater Harrisburg area.
Kathy Gates, Membership and Social Media Chair
At the February membership meeting, we welcomed Elizabeth Miller as our newest member.
We’re delighted you’ve chosen to contribute your passion and
talents in support of Zonta.
Pictured (l-r): Elaine (President), Elizabeth, Kathy Gates (Membership
Chair)

March 2020

Page 4

Zonta and Membership Dues
As current members of Zonta, we sometimes forget the reasons we first joined Zonta and the
benefits we both receive and provide through our membership. I wanted to offer a couple of
thoughts about that topic before I get into the details of the membership dues, which have an
upcoming deadline of payment to me no later than our May 14th meeting for the upcoming year. I
so hope each of you will be renewing your membership!
Here are a few benefits of belonging to Zonta; I’m hopeful you see what YOU might describe as
reasons you belong:
✓ Joining with like-minded people committed to empowering women through service and
advocacy, locally and internationally
✓ Service opportunities – hands on service opportunities within your local community
✓ Advocacy opportunities – working with other Zontians and organizations on issues affecting
women at local, national and international levels
✓ Fellowship and networking opportunities – meeting people you may not normally meet,
exchanging ideas and learning from one another on local, national and international levels
✓ Combined efforts of an international organization with the influence of over 29,000
members in 63 different countries
Whether you are already a member or reading this and contemplating membership, I’d encourage
you to consider the impact that you can make toward achieving the vision of Zonta:
Zonta International envisions a world in which women's rights are recognized as human
rights and every woman is able to achieve her full potential. In such a world, women have
access to all resources and are represented in decision making positions on an equal basis
with men. In such a world, no woman lives in fear of violence.
Details
Zonta clubs are the grass-roots level of membership in Zonta International, providing the ‘local’
emphasis that is essential to the vision of Zonta. Clubs can establish their own amount of
membership dues, which remain in the Club to fund operations of the club – postage, website,
marketing and other expenses associated with a small, functioning club. The Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey dues are $50.00, paid annually.
Zonta Clubs are organized into local Areas and Districts for certain purposes – Conferences and
workshops (FUN educational opportunities), leveraging projects and programs across a geographic
territory, and efficiency of organization. Our Club is a member of Area 3 in District 3; Areas don’t
charge dues, but District 3 does, to support operations at the District level - ongoing expenses,
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Page 5

support for Board members to accomplish their responsibilities and enabling Clubs to be successful.
District 3 dues are $20.00 per member, paid annually.
Zonta International is the global organization that all the Clubs, Areas and Districts take direction
from and ‘report to’. ZI has a staff that provides support to the Clubs and Districts across the scope
of ZI’s activities – scholarships, advocacy, membership management, social media and the selection
of International Service and Advocacy projects. ZI dues are $91.00 per member, paid annually.
This amount includes $3.00 liability insurance coverage for our members as well.
At the time a member FIRST joins ZI or re-joins after a lapse of membership, there is an additional
$15.00 new member fee added to the ZI amount; however, members joining between December 1
and May 31 are charged 50% of the dues detailed above (Club - $25.00, District – $10.00, ZI $47.00 ($44 dues + $3.00 insurance + $15.00 new member))
Dues for the 3 levels of the organization are collected at the Club level prior to the start of the new
year, June 1; the Club Treasurer then forwards the appropriate amounts to the District and ZI for
their purposes. Renewing members of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey should pay $161.00
to Deb by the May meeting; checks should be made payable to the Zonta Club of HarrisburgHershey.
Don’t hesitate to ask additional questions and thanks in advance for your timely payment of dues.
I’ll be happy to receive them from you at the April or May meetings, or they can be mailed to me at
my home address. For renewing members, please let me know if you have had any changes to
addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, jobs, etc. so I can ensure ZI has the proper information
to facilitate getting the Zontian magazine and other communications from ZI.
The Officers and Board Members look forward to continuing to work with you during the upcoming
year; we value your membership and all that you do to empower women through service and
advocacy. Thanks for your commitment to Zonta and the work being done within our Club!
Deb Crum, Treasurer and UN Committee Chair
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SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATES
MARCH – MONTH FOR ON-SITE SERVICE PROJECTS
March is a special month for service projects. Saturday, March 7, 2020
we will be presenting the residents of Shalom House with yellow roses.
We plan to arrive at the parking lot of the church across the street at 10:30am and have a brief visit
with residents at 10:45am. Look for more details in future emails.
Tuesday, March 10, 2020, we will be at the War College in Carlisle for a presentation and
fellowship with the women of the US Army War College of International Fellows (Officers).
Both events are in celebration of International Women’s Day and Zonta Rose Day on Sunday,
March 8.
APRIL – BOXES FULL OF SUNSHINE

Many of us have extra shoe boxes taking up closet space. Please consider wrapping your shoe box
with pretty, bright, sunny paper! Fill the inside of the box with items that will make a Shalom
House gal feel warm and sunny on the inside! Items you could put in your boxes include small
purses or wallets, lipstick, barrettes, earrings or other jewelry, fashion scarves, soaps, shower gels,
perfumes, keychains, umbrellas, fold-up shopping bags, socks, slippers, sunglasses, nail polish, gift
cards, etc. Please bring your Box of Sunshine to the April meeting.
Please contact Amy Peffley with any questions.

Denise Britton, Exec Director of Shalom House and Amy Peffley
show off some of the donations shared by members for use at
Shalom House at the February meeting.

Amy Peffley, Service Committee Chair
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Shalom House Receives a Grant from The Foundation for
Enhancing Communities (TFEC)
Shalom House is the recent recipient of a Grant from the Fund for
Women and Girls in the amount of $1,000 for their Project: The
Basics. Maintaining focus on Balancing the Budget
“This program will be focused on exposing their residents to their own potential in changing their
financial destiny. Grant funds will be used to support the case manager/life coach support needed to
build relational connections to residents, and assist in the establishment of personal accountability
in applying the knowledge and using the tools that will be shared through this program, directly tied
to addressing the basics of needs toward developing economic self-sufficiency.”
Grantees from this fund are nonprofit organizations that have programs that advance the lives of
women and girls by providing opportunities to develop economic self-sufficiency, provide health
and safety programs for women and girls, or promote the education of women and girls in the South
Central PA counties of Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Lebanon, and Perry, and the Dillsburg
Area.
If you would like to attend the Grantee Recognition Breakfast on Friday, May 1st to show support to
Shalom House, please contact Elaine Weinert at elaineweinert@yahoo.com. Congratulations
Shalom House!
Suzanne Gale, Zonta’s Shalom House Liaison
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U.N. Buzz

from UN Committee

Take Five: From awareness-raising to action, how trained paralegals in Uganda are stopping
FGM
Date: Thursday, February 6, 2020

From: UN Women Emil News

Christine Awori is Chief Executive Officer and Head of Legal Aid and Pro-bono
Services for the Uganda Law Society (ULS), which established a satellite clinic in
Amudat District in northeastern Uganda in 2019, with support from UN Women
under the EU-UN Spotlight initiative. Going forward, the organization plans to
continue its awareness raising, legal and referral services, and also secure
partnerships with local radio stations for media campaigns.
Christine Awori, Chief Executive Officer and Head of Legal Aid and Pro-bono Services for the Uganda Law Society. Photo: UN Women/Martin
Ninsiima

How are you working to prevent Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)?
Uganda Law Society in Amudat has run outreach, media campaigns and mobile legal aid clinics in
communities, specifically targeting women and girls experiencing violence, including those [at risk]
of FGM, to raise awareness about human rights and what the law says about FGM.
The clinics aim to enhance access to quality essential legal aid and referral services for women and
girls who experience violence and promote their sexual reproductive health rights. We encourage
women and girls to reject the practice of FGM and report those performing it to the authorities. We
also promote enforcement of the law on FGM.
What legal frameworks exist in Uganda to protect girls from female genital mutilation
(FGM)? Uganda’s 1995 Constitution protects women and their rights under Article 33 by
specifically prohibiting “Laws, cultures, customs or traditions which are against the dignity, welfare
or interest of women or which undermine their status.” Further, Article 44 states that no person shall
be subjected to any form of “torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment”. The main law
criminalizing FGM in Uganda is the Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act 2010; however,
implementation remains weak mainly because of the lack of public awareness about the law and
limited financial and technical resource allocation by government to enforce the law.
Can you give an example of how increasing legal awareness has made a difference?
Our interventions also include training community-based paralegals, who are front-line responders,
on legal and human rights issues and referral services. In December 2019, Paulina, one of our
trained community-based paralegals based in Karita village in Amudat District, approached a
known perpetrator of FGM and talked her out of the practice in which she was active for over 20
years.
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What role do men play in ending FGM?
FGM is done to control women’s sexuality and some men demand to marry only those women who
have been cut. If men understand the consequences of FGM and stand up against the practice, they
have the power to end it. Men constitute half of the world’s population and as fathers, brothers, clan
leaders, religious leaders and politicians, they can choose to end FGM.
As activists, what does the International Day of Zero Tolerance for FGM mean to you?
It rejuvenates all efforts geared towards ending FGM. It recognizes the efforts of activists, victims
and survivors and the roles they have played to end FGM. It reinforces that our efforts to address
this form of violence are important and recognized. It urges various stakeholders to share
experiences, lessons learned and challenges while fighting this vice and channels recommendations
on how to move closer to zero tolerance.
The International Day of Zero Tolerance for FGM reminds us that we are not alone in this work and
that we need to coordinate [among each other] for a stronger movement against FGM.
--------------Our story was
published on
zonta100.org/
news-events/
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The ZONTA International Centennial Theme
“HONOR AND EMPOWER”

How the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey fulfilled
ZI’s Mission from 2000-2009
During the first decade of the 21st century, the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Club continued
its support of Zonta International (ZI) and ZI District 3. The club hosted the ZI D3 Area 3 Spring
workshop in May of 2000 and the ZI D3 Conference in October of 2004.
Karen Shirey became the first Club Member to serve on the ZI D3 Board as Area 3 Director in
2000; she was followed by Judy Maietta, Cathy Paul and Alice Kirchner during this decade in the
ZI D3 Area 3 Director positions. All of these women served 4-8 additional years on the ZI D3
Board and also as ZI Committee Chairs for ZI Conventions.
The Club also continued to win ZI D3 Governor’s Awards in this decade: in October 2000 and
October 2002 we proudly brought the silver bowl back to the club for bienniums led by Presidents
Judy Maietta (1998-2000) and Diana Laughner (2000-2002).
Several fund raisers were introduced in this decade: the BonTon Coupon Fundraiser began in 2003
and the first Poker Run Fundraiser was held in 2006. The BonTon Fundraiser raised more than
$28,000 for the club before the store was closed in 2019.
This decade also marked our Club’s involvement in awarding ZI Scholarships. We had several
local, district and ZI winners of the Young Women in Public Affairs (YWPA) and Jane Klausman
Women in Business Scholarship Awards. This year (2020) we also have a ZI D3 winner in the
YWPA Scholarship.
Two additional highlights of this decade include our club achieving 501(c)3 status in 2008 under the
leadership of member Alice Kirchner and a 2008-2009 service project to refurbish the Bethesda
Mission Women and Children’s Center in Harrisburg under the leadership of Pres. Debra Crum.
For those of you who may not be familiar with Zonta, please check our website
www.zontaharrisburghershey.org to learn more about our local Club and how you can join!
Nancy Fodor, Amy Peffley and Karen Shirey (Committee Chair)
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Letter from the desk of State Representative, David S. Hickernell on
1/23/2020
“I wanted to update you on recent legislative action on human trafficking.
The House of Representatives passed a package of legislation aimed at guaranteeing the safety of
victims, protecting their privacy and making it safer for them to testify against their abusers. The
package also includes bills to increase penalties for traffickers.”
The human trafficking package includes six House bills and one resolution as well as one Senate
bill which is on the Governor’s Desk and has now been signed into law. The House bills were sent
to the State Senate for consideration (now in judiciary).
SB60 (Phillips-Hill) Provides for increased penalties regarding human trafficking and patronizing a
victim of sexual servitude.
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

HB161 (Jozwiak) Reclassifies the trafficking of infants to a first-degree felony.
HB2174 (Mihalek) Prohibits defendants from using a human trafficking victim’s past sexual
victimization and allegations of past sexual victimization as “evidence” in any prosecution
related to human trafficking.
HB2175 (Schroeder) Expands the list of offenses where an expert may testify about the
dynamics of sexual violence and victim responses to sexual violence.
HB2176 (Mustello) Strengthens current law by adding certain prohibited activities that, if
committed, constitute the crime of unlawful contact with a minor.
HB2177 (Gaydos) Expands the list of sexual offenses requiring offenders to attend and
participate in a Department of Corrections program of counseling and therapy designed for
incarcerated sex offenders.
HB2178 (Rowe) Require the courts to consider whether a party or member of that party’s
household has been convicted of human trafficking prior to awarding child custody to that
party.
HB618 (Thomas) Recognizes the month of January 2020 as “National Human Trafficking
Awareness Month.
Elaine Weinert, Advocacy Chair
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Invitations will soon be in your mailbox for our 40th Anniversary Celebration, on
Sunday, April 26, 2020 from 1-4pm at the West Shore Country Club, Camp Hill.
We’ll enjoy an afternoon of memories, sharing, fellowship - hope you will be there!
March 2020

Page 15

March 2020

Page 16

March 2020

Page 17

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
NO Monthly Meeting in March 2020
Instead, we hope you can join us for events on Saturday, March 7 at Shalom House in recognition
of International Women’s Day / ZI Rose Day and Tuesday, March 10 at the Carlisle War College
for the International Fellowship Program.

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Officers:
Elaine Weinert, President
Amy Peffley, Vice President
Deb Crum, Treasurer
Maria Todaro, Secretary

Cathy Paul, Director
Suzanne Gale, Director
Alice Kirchner, Nominating Chair
Nancy Fodor, Past President

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones
March Birthdays
None

March Zonta Anniversaries
Cathy Paul 3/1/1993

____________________
DONATIONS MADE TO THE ZONTA CLUB OF HARRISBURG-HERSHEY
BETWEEN JUNE, 2019 – JANUARY, 2020
We would like to thank everyone for their fundraising efforts this year. Beyond our fundraising, the
following donations were made to our club to support our local and international service projects:
Service Donations = $3,375
Honor/Memorial Donations = $750
Online/Website Donations = $110
Zonta Store = $200
TOTAL DONATIONS MADE = $4,435

‘Like’ us on Facebook: Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org
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Contact us: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com
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