Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey
February 2020 Newsletter

Welcome!! The name Zonta is derived from the Sioux Indian word meaning honest and
trustworthy. Zonta was founded November 8, 1919 in Buffalo, New York.
Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women
worldwide through service and advocacy, achieving global impact through local action.
We have 29,000 members from 63 countries working together to improve the lives of women
and children.
Zonta International is uniquely positioned within the United Nations to represent the special
concerns of women and children throughout the world.
Our local Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey welcomes you and invites you to join us in service
and advocacy. We hold monthly dinner meetings on the second Thursday of each month from
September through June. We meet to socialize at 5:30pm and have our meal at 6:00 pm
followed by a program that ends approximately at 8:00pm. We meet in the Radisson Hotel
Harrisburg located at 1150 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill.
Contact us at: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org or
www.zonta.org.
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Greetings from the Club President
We usually celebrate February as health heart month. Feel free to wear red on February 13 for
our membership meeting. During dessert, Jordan Pine, Founder and Executive Director of
Greenlight Operation will be speaking for a few minutes. She mentions in her newsletter, “The
fight against human trafficking is bigger than one person or a single organization. Bringing this
industry to an end will require the efforts of each one of us and our individual spheres of
influence. It takes a network to take down a network.”
Our key note speaker will be Heather Jackson, who started our first Golden Z Club at Penn State
Harrisburg. Heather enjoys teaching on her favorite subject, Women and Gender Studies. You
will find her bio in this newsletter for further information.
Our hearts go out to the Zonta Club in District 24 in Australia due to the fires and loss of
property and life (including the beautiful koalas). I will keep you updated as we receive updates
from District.
February 12th is the deadline for the Early Bird Special Rate for Zonta’s International
Convention that will take place in Chicago from July 4–8, 2020. Early rate is $410 and ends
midnight CST on February 12th. (On site will be $590). Come Experience Chicago!
We will not be having a Zonta meeting on the second Thursday in March. Instead, we will have
two service projects for you to attend and they are both very special: Saturday, March 7, you
are all invited to join us as we go to Shalom House and on Tuesday, March 10, you are invited
to join us as we go to the War College in Carlisle and meet with about fifty women from all over
the world. We are sharing Zonta with the world (all in one room)! The newsletter also has
articles concerning both events.
We look forward to seeing you all at our February 13th membership meeting, where we plan to
induct Elizabeth Miller as a new member to the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey. Amy has a
list of donations that Shalom House needs, if you are so inclined. The list is in the newsletter
and she will follow up with emails. See you soon.
Elaine Weinert, President of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
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Mark Your Calendar – for the next several months!

Event

Date

Time

Location

Board Meeting

Thu, Feb 6

6 pm

ZI Day of Zero
Tolerance for FGM
ZI International
Conv. Registration
Monthly Meeting

Thu, Feb 6

All day

Radisson
All are welcome; wear red to
Dining Room celebrate Women’s Heart Health
Everywhere
FGM - Female genital mutilation

Board Meeting

Thu, Mar 5

Zonta Rose Day
celebration
International
Women’s Day and
Zonta Rose Day
IFP Luncheon

Sat, Mar 7

Monthly Meeting

Wed, Feb 12
Thu, Feb. 13

Online
5:30 arrive
6:00 meal
6 pm

Other Information

Last day for early bird sign-up for
Chicago Convention July 4-8.
Speakers: Heather Jackson and
Jordan Pine
All are welcome

Radisson
Veranda
Radisson
Dining Room
Shalom
Watch for more details
House
Everywhere
Recognize women

Sun, Mar 8

10:30 noon
All day

Tue, Mar 10

Noon

Carlisle War
College

Board Meeting

None in
March
Thu, April 2

Our favorite international event
hosted locally.
Join us for the IFP event!

6:00 pm

All are welcome

Member Orientation

Sat, April 4

9:30 – noon

Monthly Meeting

Thu, April 9

40th Anniversary of
our Club!
Board Meeting

Sunday,
April 26
Thu, May 7

5:30 arrive
6:00 meal
1 pm –
4 pm
6 pm

Monthly Meeting

Thu, May 14

Radisson
Dining Room
900 South
Arlington
Ave
Radisson
Veranda
West Shore
Country Club
Radisson
Dining Room
Radisson
Veranda

2020-2011 Zonta
Year Begins

Mon, June 1

February 2020

5:30 arrive
6:00 meal

The who’s, what’s, how’s and
why’s of being a Zontian
Members only business meeting
Celebrate with members, friends
and others touched by Zonta
All are welcome
Year-end celebration
Membership dues payable in May
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Membership Corner
We will welcome Elizabeth Miller to our membership at the February
meeting. See her bio below. We also look forward to hosting some invited
guests at the February meeting.
Starting on December 1st, the cost of membership is ½ the price. Please
encourage your friends who are interested in learning more about the Zonta Club of HarrisburgHershey to come to the January or February meetings. The membership brochure and application
are on the website or contact me at kgates808@comcast.net for a copy.
Membership offers many opportunities to make a difference in the lives of women locally and
globally while working alongside interesting and passionate members/volunteers. Here are some
examples of our focus:
• Empowerment of Women through Service & Advocacy
o Club supported the passing of the Female Mutilation bill and joined the
Unchained At Last rally to support an end to child marriage as well as other bills
introduced to the PA legislature
o Support annual “Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women & Children” rally
o Build relationships with other like-minded organizations
• Two Scholarship programs – Young Women in Public Affairs & Jane Klausman
• Participate in the Zonta club holiday celebrations
• Provide support for a local shelter – Shalom House – in monies, time and passion
• Learn and support the Zonta International (ZI) mission & goals
• Personal fulfillment of making a difference to women & children in need locally
• Monthly Meetings with Speaker
• Network with other Professional Women
In addition, we strive to collaborate with a global network of professionals who are committed to
our campaign to end violence against women and children.
Social Media
We have 303 Facebook followers to date. Please continue to share the Facebook posts with your
friends and colleagues to inform the community about Zonta. Thanks to those who continue to
show your support.

Kathy Gates, Membership and Social Media Chair
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Welcome to Elizabeth Miller – our newest member!
As shared by Elizabeth….
“I have been a Physician Assistant for 35 years. I received a BS degree
in Biology from Villanova University in 1983 and graduated from Penn
State Hershey School of Medicine’s PA program in 1985. I worked for
over thirty years at the Lebanon VA Medical Center, caring for our
Nation Veterans. This was my true calling.
For most of my career at the VA, I was the Women Veterans Program Manager. In this position
I developed a comprehensive primary care program for female Veterans. I ensured our Women
Veterans had equal access to all programs and care in the Department of Veterans Affairs,
including gender specific care. I retired from full time employment at VA in January 2018.
Presently I have returned there on an interim basis to provide medical care to inpatient psychiatry
and their Residential Recover Center.
I have lived in Lebanon (PA) for over 30 years.”
Elizabeth will be inducted at our February 13th meeting. We look forward to working with and
learning from you!
------------------

SERVICE COMMITTEE UPDATES
FEBRUARY – THE MONTH OF LOVE AND KINDNESS
SHALOM HOUSE has some unexpected needs for February. The
Service Committee challenges your heart to please bring to the
th
FEBRUARY 13 meeting:
Needs include:
• Coffee maker – 12 cup type (not Keurig)
• 3 brooms
• 3 mops
• Floor cleaner
• Black trash bags
• Puzzle solid foam play mat
• Shower curtains, bathroom rugs (6 sets)
• Hole puncher
• Bus passes (Individual Rider Passes)
February 2020
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Please contact Amy Peffley (acpeff@aol.com) with any questions and what you would like to
donate. Amy will send updated emails with donated items to that particular date.
MARCH – MONTH FOR ON-SITE SERVICE PROJECTS
March is a special month for service projects. Saturday, March 7, 2020 we will be presenting the
residents of Shalom House with yellow roses. We plan to arrive at the parking lot of the church
across the street at 10:45am and have a brief visit with residents at 11:00am. Look for more
details in future emails.
Tuesday, March 10, 2020, we will be at the War College in Carlisle for a presentation and
fellowship with the women of the US Army War College of International Fellows (Officers).
Additional details are in this newsletter.
Both events are in celebration of International Women’s Day and Zonta Rose Day on Sunday,
March 8.
APRIL – BOXES FULL OF SUNSHINE

Many of us have extra shoe boxes taking up closet space. Please consider wrapping your shoe
box with pretty, bright, sunny paper! Fill the inside of the box with items that will make a
Shalom House gal feel warm and sunny on the inside! Items you could put in your boxes include
small purses or wallets, lipstick, barrettes, earrings or other jewelry, fashion scarves, soaps,
shower gels, perfumes, keychains, umbrellas, fold-up shopping bags, socks, slippers, sunglasses,
nail polish, gift cards, etc. Please bring your Box of Sunshine to the April meeting.
Please contact Amy Peffley with any questions.

Amy Peffley, Service Committee Chair
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There are many exciting things underway with our partners at
Shalom House. In this update you will read about renovations
and expansions that will take place this summer as well as
upcoming events to benefit the facility----- mark your calendars and let's enjoy them together.
You will find an update from Shalom Food Services. If you are in downtown Harrisburg, please
stop in at the Dauphin County Court House and go to the downstairs Cafe as it is managed by
Shalom Food Services. The courthouse is located at 101 Market Street and the Café is
operational Monday thru Friday, 7:30am - 2pm. In addition, Shalom Food Services is waiting
for confirmation to be at the Farm Show Building at an upcoming event.
And, let me say, thank you to all those involved with the growth of the new services at Shalom
House; we at Zonta are so very proud of all that you are accomplishing. You all are such an
inspiration to us--- Thank you.
Suzanne Gale, Zonta’s Shalom House Liaison
Shalom Properties - Next steps to the campus plan are getting underway. The Services HUB
renovations will begin in July. Expansion of emergency shelter units and transitional housing
(new build) also to begin in (or about) July 2020.
GRATITUDE ...
Holiday Magic - Shalom House Residents share their joy and appreciation in receiving the
"From Heart to Home" gifts from the Zonta Club. The gift-filled totes were a big hit, and so
appreciated!
From one guest -- "We are so grateful for the heavy-duty plastic boxes; simple and basic things
such as this make a big difference in our lives." "Please send a thank you to the generous people
who made this happen."
Shalom House - Upcoming Events:
March 7 - Rose Day at the Shelter
April 25 - Music Magic & More (formerly known as "theater event")
May 2 - Derby Day (a new event to benefit Shalom House and Downtown Daily Bread)
May 16 - Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community
VOICES OF HOPE - We have a social media consultant preparing the execution plan for us;
we will be convening a meeting with Zonta members to meet with him and learn more about
next steps! Our partners will also be asked to join us for an update and to learn what will be
happening to share Voices of Hope, with a full intention of going international!
February 2020
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Shalom Food Services
Café in Dauphin County Courthouse is off to a great start. We have been able to change the
atmosphere and environment to one of ALL are Welcome and very inviting. We are employing
3 current women from the Shalom Transformational Services Organization as well as 1 from past
involvement from our services.
I encourage all to stop by the cafe and bring a friend for great and healthy food as well as
homemade soups and desserts.
Food Truck - We are waiting for formal acceptance into the Motorama Event at the Farm Show
2/15 & 2/16. So please come and visit and support us.
Catering is off to a great start with several repeat and new opportunities for the first quarter of
this year.
All women have been certificate approved for Serv Safe Food Handlers as well as Care Ready
Servers. We are also supporting 2 women from outside partnerships in our services and
trainings.
Immediate Volunteer Opportunity
WE are looking for volunteers to work at the Farm Show Food Stands during the Great
American Outdoor Show. We have partnered with the Farm Show and Savory Food Group.
If Shalom House supplies volunteer workers for the many different food stands during the show,
they will pay Shalom House $12. per hour per person for their work. Ex 1 person - 4 hours *
$12 = $48.00, 2 persons for 4 hours would be $96.00
Hours are flexible; they supply all the directions and all you will be doing is serving and or
collecting money. Donna Schuler will be able to answer any questions about this opportunity;
contact her at 717.571.3782 or email shulerdonna2@gmail.com
Saturday, February 1: 9:00am - 7:00pm
Sunday, February 2: 10:00am - 5:00pm
Monday, February 3 - Friday, February 7: 10:00am - 7:00pm
Saturday, February 8: 9:00am - 7:00pm
Sunday, February 9: 10:00am - 5:00pm
Dress Code: All black, they will issue a hat and shirt upon arrival, you need to have black pants.
Where to Report: Volunteers will report to Savory's office in East Hall
Parking Passes: parking passes are provided
Shalom Facilities Services
Janitorial Services - we have 2 women from Shalom hired and doing well. We have an
opportunity to expand and hire an additional 4 women that are interested in joining our
February 2020
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team. We have partnered with a well-established organization with a heart to fulfill Shalom
Transformational Services Mission.
We are coordinating a Certificate Training Program for Janitorial Services.
I'm so grateful to be able to provide jobs and training for these women, in self-development as
well as workforce development.
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U.N. Buzz

from UN Committee

International Women’s Day 2020 theme— "I am Generation Equality: Realizing Women’s
Rights”
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2020

From: UN Women Email News

UN Women staff during Generation
Equality Private Sector discussions in
Kenya. Photo: UN Women/Kennedy
Okoth

Today, UN Women, together with feminists across the world, and the Governments of Mexico
and France, announced the Action Coalition themes for the Generation Equality Forum to be
held in Mexico City and Paris this year.
The Action Coalitions are global, innovative partnerships with governments, civil society,
international organizations, and the private sector, to catalyze collective action, drive increased
public and private investment, and deliver game-changing results for women and girls
everywhere.
The Generation Equality Forum, a civil society-led global
gathering convened by UN Women and co-hosted by the
Governments of Mexico and France, taking place in Mexico
City from 7 to 8 May, and in Paris from 7 to 10 July 2020,
will launch the following six catalytic Action Coalitions:
1. Gender-Based Violence
2. Economic justice and rights
3. Bodily autonomy and sexual and reproductive health
and rights (SRHR)
4. Feminist action for climate justice
5. Technology and innovation for gender equality
6. Feminist movements and leadership

The six themes were based on data-driven analysis and
selected in consultation with international feminist groups,
grassroots activist organizations, governments and other
partners.
February 2020
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The Generation Equality Forum is taking place in the context of the 25th anniversary of the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the most comprehensive blueprint for achieving
gender equality and women’s rights, adopted by 189 countries in 1995. Despite some progress,
real change has been slow, and no country has achieved gender equality.As the world faces
unprecedented challenges, including climate crisis, rising inequality and threat to multilateralism,
progress on girls’ and women’s rights is at risk.
The Action Coalitions, backed with financing and impactful partnerships, aim to make
accelerated and irreversible progress to advance gender equality.
Each Action Coalition will be led by a group of partners, including: Member States, women’s
movements and civil society organizations and the private sector, as well as UN agencies, other
international organizations and youth leaders.
Adolescent girls and young women are at the heart of Generation Equality, lifting up those who
have been silenced, stigmatized and shamed far too long, and ensuring that no one is left behind.
One of the concrete actions in each Action Coalition theme will specifically target the unique
needs of adolescent girls and young women.
Each Coalition will develop and implement targeted solutions that advance the rights of
adolescent girls and young women during the UN Decade of Action (2020 – 2030) to fulfill the
Sustainable Development Goals.
In the coming months, the formation of Action Coalition leadership and membership will be
advanced, as well as the development of “Blueprints” accompanying each Action Coalition,
which will detail the expected goals, results, budget, a catalogue of commitments and the
accountability framework. The upcoming UN Commission on the Status of Women (9 – 20
March) and the Generation Equality Forum in Mexico (7-8 May) will provide opportunities for
partners to come together and further elaborate upon the Action Coalition Blueprints.
The Action Coalitions will be officially launched during the Generation Equality Forum from 7
to10 July in Paris, and further amplified at the UN General Assembly in September 2020.
--------------The Nominating Committee is proposing an amendment to our
Bylaws to increase the number of Directors on the Board from two to
four. Please be sure to read the detailed motion distributed by email
to current Club Members since it will be presented for vote at the
February 13 meeting.
Nominating Committee: Alice Kirchner (Chair), Nancy Fodor, Karen
Shirey, Carol Staz
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Save the Date: March 10, 2020
Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Shares the Zonta
Message with Women from Around the World in
Carlisle PA
Every year the U. S. Army invites senior military officers from
other countries to study at the U. S. Army War College
(USAWC) in Carlisle PA in what is known as the International Fellows Program (IFP). Because
our Zonta Club is geographically close to the USAWC, club members and guests have an
unusual opportunity to be part of a mini UN meeting where we can spread the word about Zonta
International (ZI) in Carlisle, PA with the wives of these officers!
This year there are women from 54 countries living in Carlisle as part of the IFP. On Tuesday
March 10 we have been invited to visit with them from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.at the U.S.
Army Chapel at Carlisle Barracks when we will share lunch, info about ZI and thoughts on
empowering women.
To prepare for our March 10 visit, members and their friends who plan to attend need to
complete an info form to obtain a pass to visit Carlisle Barracks. The form will be emailed
to members; it will also be available at the Feb. 13 meeting. After completing the form, please
return it to Karen Shirey via an email scan (muffin1@pa.net) or snail mail it to 5 Hill Street,
Mount Holly Springs PA 17065 prior to February 17.
We hope you and your friends will plan now to be with us on March 10. More details will be
shared with attendees as we prepare for this unique meeting.

IFP Program Committee:
Suzanne Gale
Alice Kirchner
Kathleen O’Malley
Amy Peffley
Karen Shirey
Eileen Sullivan
Elaine Weinert
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Future Leaders Building a Better World Today
through Service and Advocacy

The Golden Z Club is growing in numbers. The word is out. We were
in a fair to promote club in January and will be in one for new
undergrads in April. We are planning exciting service, advocacy, and fund-raising projects We
are planning on a project with Jordan Price about trafficking, and hope to do a few really special
things with Shalom House. All these activities are in planning stages. Stay tuned, and volunteers
to work with the Club are welcomed! Call me at 717-580-7796 or email hck2@comcast.net.
Heather Jackson, Chair, Golden Z Club Committee
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The ZONTA International Centennial Theme
“HONOR AND EMPOWER”

How the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey fulfilled
ZI’s Mission from 1990-1999
During the 90’s, the Harrisburg-Hershey Club established several new fundraisers so it could better
provide assistance to women and girls, locally and globally. The first Trek or Treat Bike Ride
Fundraiser was held in 1991, and the first Holiday Wreath Sale was held in 1993. In 1996 members
parked cars for the first time at the New Cumberland Apple Festival. The sale of Holiday Wreaths
and the parking project remain today as the Club’s primary fundraisers.
A huge service project occurred in 1992 when gifts were provided for several hundred families as
part of the “Adopt a Family” Project. The Club was awarded the coveted ZI District 3 “Service”
award in 1993 for this effort. This project continued on a smaller scale for several years. The
Club presently provides gifts to residents of Shalom House during the holiday season.
In 1997 the Club established a Z Club at Cumberland Valley High School. The Club remained in
place until the early 2000’s when a construction project at the school caused after-school clubs to
disband.
The 90’s were also a decade when the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey won three ZI District 3
“Governor’s Cup” awards under the leadership of Presidents Karen Shirey, Lynn Neely and Cathy
Paul. The Club’s efforts to fulfill ZI’s mission were heralded by many other ZI District 3 Clubs
which adopted similar service projects and fund raisers.
For those of you reading this article that may not be familiar with Zonta, please check our website
www.zontaharrisburghershey.org to learn more about our local Club and how you can join!
Karen Shirey, Chair; Nancy Fodor and Amy Peffley, Committee Members

February 2020

Page 14

Guest Article from D2 Zontian who attended our Zonta Says ‘NO’ Rally in November 2019

Judith, our thanks to you for your efforts to join us and share our story with us and other
Zontians. You’re welcome to head west / south to visit us anytime.
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February is Heart Health Month – be smart with your heart!
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February 2020 Meeting Presenters
Heather Jackson
Heather was born and raised in Harrisburg. She met her ex-husband at
Penn State, University Park, and they married their senior year.
Following her husband’s military service, he joined the US State
Department, and they moved all over the world, living mainly in the
Middle East. After divorcing, she returned with three young children to
the Harrisburg area.
Heather’s drive for excellence, contagious enthusiasm, and passion for whatever she does makes her
ideally suited to both the hospitality industry and teaching. After a distinguished twenty-seven year
career in the corporate hospitality world, Heather retired in order to pursue her teaching career.
Committed to her students, her goal is to get them to exceed their expectations and to become
stronger and better writers and citizens of the world.
Heather teaches writing in Business Communications, and Writing in Humanities. But her favorite
is Women and Gender Studies. Her Master’s thesis was in Women’s Studies: Jewish Women
Leaders in the Second Wave of Feminism in the U.S: Ethnicity, Gender, and Patriarchy. Heather has
a Bachelor of Humanities in Interdisciplinary Humanities and a Master of Arts in Humanities from
the Pennsylvania State University. She is also a Certified Hospitality Manager (CHA). Heather has
three grown children and four grandsons. As newlyweds, Phil and Heather enjoy movies,
Hollywood Casino, and trying out new restaurants. When not teaching, she is an avid reader,
shopper, exercise enthusiast.
We’re delighted to have Heather re-connect with our Club and look forward to how her interests,
passions and experience can help us fulfill our mission with Zonta.
----------------------Jordan Pine, Founder and Executive Director
Greenlight Operation
https://www.greenlightoperation.org/
(continued on next page)
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January 2020 Meeting Highlights

We celebrated Amelia with the viewing of the ‘Amelia’ movie, starring Hilary Swank and Richard
Gere. Additionally, Susan Adams (at podium) a member and owner of a flight school locally,
shared her story. We welcomed many guests and are delighted that Elizabeth Miller (2 nd from left in
lower right corner picture) will be joining our Club! Great evening overall!!
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Remember When – Previous IFP Luncheons
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Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Monthly Meeting – Thursday, February 13, 2020
Radisson Hotel, 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill PA
Location: Veranda
Turn left when entering the Hotel, down the stairs on the right and toward back of dining room.
5:30 p.m. Social Hour

6:00 p.m. Dinner and Meeting

Program: Heather Jackson, Member and PSU Golden Z Club Committee Chair
Jordan Pine, Operation Greenlight
Meal: Meal: Tossed garden salad with dressing, sourdough pretzel encrusted chicken, vegetable,
cherry pie, assorted rolls with sweet creamery butter and freshly brewed regular coffee, iced tea and
a selection of hot teas.
Please call or email Eileen Baylor at 717-774-8333 or eileen1206@aol.com
by Monday, February 10, no later than 12 p.m.
to cancel your standing reservation and include guests.

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Officers:
Elaine Weinert, President
Amy Peffley, Vice President
Deb Crum, Treasurer
Maria Todaro, Secretary

Cathy Paul, Director
Suzanne Gale, Director
Alice Kirchner, Nominating Chair
Nancy Fodor, Past President

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones
February Birthdays
None

February Zonta Anniversaries
Amy Peffley 2003-2006, 2/9/2017 to current
Barbara Roddin 2/14/2019

____________________
‘Like’ us on Facebook: Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org
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Contact us: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com

Page 21

