Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey
January 2020 Newsletter

Welcome!! The name Zonta is derived from the Sioux Indian word meaning honest and
trustworthy. Zonta was founded November 8, 1919 in Buffalo, New York.
Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women
worldwide through service and advocacy, achieving global impact through local action.
We have 29,000 members from 63 countries working together to improve the lives of women
and children.
Zonta International is uniquely positioned within the United Nations to represent the special
concerns of women and children throughout the world.
Our local Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey welcomes you and invites you to join us in service
and advocacy. We hold monthly dinner meetings on the second Thursday of each month from
September through June. We meet to socialize at 5:30pm and have our meal at 6:00 pm
followed by a program that ends approximately at 8:00pm. We meet in the Radisson Hotel
Harrisburg located at 1150 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill.
Contact us at: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org or
www.zonta.org.

December Meeting Highlights
One of the guest
nutcrackers!

Elaine welcoming new members
Claudia Berry and Jemry Small.
January 2020

Shalom House staff surrounded by
the gifts ‘From Our Hearts to Your
Home’.
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Greetings from the Club President
Happy New Year! As we look back on 2019, we can be very proud of all that has been
accomplished on the local, district and international levels. We still have five months left in our
centennial biennial before we enter the next biennium with new International and local
Presidents. Looking back, our December Party with a Purpose was a volunteer’s masterpiece.
Thank you to everyone who brought gifts for the residents at Shalom House. I was so touched,
so thankful for our amazing team of Zontians. We welcome our two newest members, Claudia
Barry and Jemry Small. We look forward to working with you on many projects for many years.
Looking forward, we always celebrate the world famous, Amelia Earhart who was born in
Atchison, Kansas July 24, 1897, received her pilot’s license May 16, 1923, Started the NinetyNines November 1929, became the first woman to make a solo transatlantic flight May 21, 1929,
became a member of Zonta in 1930 and remained a Zontian until her disappearance July 3, 1937.
It is Zonta’s tradition to celebrate Amelia’s life in January each year. We will be having a
“Night Out at the Movies” on Thursday, January 9, 2020 at the Radisson Hotel. The movie,
“Amelia” starts at 6 PM. You will see her life from birth to disappearance. Dinner will be
served along with popcorn and theatre candy. Prior to the start of the show, Susan Adams will
be sharing her aviation accomplishments, which are many. Susan Adams, aviator, joined Zonta
June 1, 2017.
Keep reading through this newsletter and you will see we also highlight the life of Judith
Redlawsk, aviator, and Zontian since 9/1/1981 and Wayne, aviator and Diana Laughner, Zontian
since 12/1/1992.
February 13, 2020, will be our last traditional membership meeting for this biennium. We will
be having Heather Jackson speak. Heather teaches at Penn State Harrisburg. Her favorite class
is Women and Gender Studies. Jordan Pine will also be joining us and will give us an update on
her Greenlight Project and human trafficking.
There will be no March 12th meeting. That date is being replaced with our IFP Luncheon which
will take place at noon on Tuesday, March 10, 2020. More details will follow.
Thursday, April 9, 2020 will be our annual closed business meeting. No guests may come to this
meeting (members only). But on Sunday, April 26, 2020, everyone and their families and
friends are invited to come to the West Shore Country Club at 1:00pm to join the Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey in our 40th Anniversary Celebration. More details will follow.
Thursday, May 14, 2020 will be our Grand Finale, where we celebrate everything that has been
accomplished and we give our resources to our local partner, Shalom House, to our international
service projects and to our scholarship winners. We are a 501©3 and all donations are tax
deductible and appreciated.
Elaine Weinert, President of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
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Mark Your Calendar – for the next several months!

Event

Date

Time

Board Meeting
Monthly Meeting

Thu, Jan 2
Thu, Jan 9

Amelia Earhart Day
Board Meeting

Sat, Jan 11
Thu, Feb 6

6 pm
5:30 arrive
6:00 meal
All day
6 pm

ZI Day of Zero
Tolerance for FGM
Monthly Meeting

Thu, Feb 6

All day

Thu, Feb. 13

Board Meeting

Thu, Mar 5

5:30 arrive
6:00 meal
6 pm

Zonta Rose Day
celebration
International
Women’s Day and
Zonta Rose Day
IFP Luncheon

Sat, Mar 7

Tentative

Sun, Mar 8

All day

Tue, Mar 10

Monthly Meeting
Board Meeting

None in
March
Thu, April 2

Monthly Meeting

Thu, April 9

40th Anniversary of
our Club!
Board Meeting

Sunday,
April 26
Thu, May 7

Monthly Meeting

Thu, May 14

2020-2011 Zonta
Year Begins

Mon, June 1

January 2020

Location
Radisson
Veranda
Everywhere
Radisson
Dining Room
Everywhere

Other Information
Cancelled!
Night at the Movies, starring
Amelia Earhart
All are welcome; wear red to
celebrate Women’s Heart Health
FGM - Female genital mutilation

Radisson
Veranda
Radisson
Dining Room
Shalom
House
Everywhere

Speakers: Heather Jackson and
Jordan Pine
All are welcome

Noon

Carlisle War
College

Our favorite international event
hosted locally.
Join us for the IFP event instead!

6:00 pm

Radisson
Dining Room
Radisson
Veranda
West Shore
Country Club
Radisson
Dining Room
Radisson
Veranda

All are welcome

5:30 arrive
6:00 meal
1 pm –
4 pm
6 pm
5:30 arrive
6:00 meal

Watch for more details
Recognize women

Members only business meeting
Celebrate with members, friends
and others touched by Zonta
All are welcome
Year-end celebration
Membership dues payable in May
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Membership Corner
The 1st part of the 2019-20 membership year has been successful. We
welcomed to our membership 3 new members and 3 reinstated members. We
look forward to hosting some guests at the membership meetings in 2020.
Starting on December 1st, the cost of membership is ½ the price. Please
encourage your friends who are interested in learning more about the Zonta Club of HarrisburgHershey to come to the January or February meetings. The membership brochure and application
are on the website or contact me at kgates808@comcast.net for a copy.
Membership offers many opportunities to make a difference in the lives of women locally and
globally while working alongside interesting and passionate members/volunteers. Here are some
examples of our focus:
• Empowerment of Women through Service & Advocacy
o Club supported the passing of the Female Mutilation bill and joined the
Unchained At Last rally to support an end to child marriage as well as other bills
introduced to the PA legislature
o Support annual “Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women & Children” rally
o Build relationships with other like-minded organizations
• Two Scholarship programs – Young Women in Public Affairs & Jane Klausman
• Participate in the Zonta club holiday celebrations
• Provide support for a local shelter – Shalom House – in monies, time and passion
• Learn and support the Zonta International (ZI) mission & goals
• Personal fulfillment of making a difference to women & children in need locally
• Monthly Meetings with Speaker
• Network with other Professional Women
In addition, we strive to collaborate with a global network of professionals who are committed to
our campaign to end violence against women and children.
Kathy Gates, Membership and Social Media Chair

January 2020
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December 30, 2019
Elaine Weinert
President
Harrisburg-Hershey Zonta Club

by EMAIL

Dear Elaine:
We just wanted to take a moment to say THANK YOU.
On behalf of Shalom House, please extend our thanks and appreciation for all that you and the
Zonta Club did to help women and children in our housing programs have a hopeful and happy
Christmas! Please know, the plastic containers were a huge hit!
From the hearts from a couple of the women (and families) blessed by your generosity:
From Soniah – “With my children, we are so grateful and overwhelmed!”
From Tonya – “That someone who doesn’t even know me would take the time to give this way is such a
blessing!”
From Cornelia – “I would not have been able to have a proper Christmas for my children without Shalom
House and their partners!”
With your commitment to Shalom House and to those we serve, 26 women and 11 children
benefitted (during the 2019 holiday season) through from the kindness and support of people
like you and everyone at Zonta who continuously demonstrate their caring and compassion to
those in need.
On behalf of Shalom House and all those we serve, we wanted to take a moment to THANK YOU
for your generosity, compassion and support that you demonstrate all the year long. Happy New
Year!
With best regards,
Denise Britton
Executive Director
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U.N. Buzz

from UN Committee

International Women’s Day 2020 theme— "I am Generation Equality: Realizing Women’s
Rights”
Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2019

From: UN Women Email News

Photo: UN Women/Pornvit Visitoran

The theme for International Women’s Day (8 March) 2020 is, I am Generation Equality:
Realizing Women’s Rights. The theme is aligned with UN Women’s new multigenerational
campaign, Generation Equality, which marks the
25th UN
anniversary
of the Beijing
Photo:
Women/Pornvit
VisitoranDeclaration and
Platform for Action. Adopted in 1995 at the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing,
China, the Beijing Platform for Action is recognized as the most progressive roadmap for the
empowerment of women and girls, everywhere.
The year 2020 is a pivotal year for advancing gender equality worldwide, as the global
community takes stock of progress made for women’s rights since the adoption of the Beijing
Platform for Action. It will also mark several other galvanizing moments in the gender equality
movement: a five-year milestone towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals; the
20th anniversary of UN Security Council resolution 1325 on women, peace and security; and the
10th anniversary of UN Women’s establishment.
The emerging global consensus is that despite some progress, real change has been agonizingly
slow for the majority of women and girls in the world. Today, not a single country can claim to
have achieved gender equality. Multiple obstacles remain unchanged in law and in culture.
Women and girls continue to be undervalued; they work more and earn less and have fewer
choices; and experience multiple forms of violence at home and in public spaces. Furthermore,
there is a significant threat of rollback of hard-won feminist gains.
The year 2020 represents an unmissable opportunity to mobilize global action to achieve gender
equality and human rights of all women and girls.
The United Nations Observance of International Women’s Day 2020 will take place at the
United Nations Secretariat in New York on Friday, 6 March 2020, from 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

January 2020
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The Observance aims to bring together the next generations of women and girl leaders and
gender equality activists with the women’s rights advocates and visionaries who were
instrumental in creating the Beijing Platform for Action more than two decades ago. The event
will celebrate change makers of all ages and genders and discuss how they can collectively
tackle the unfinished business of empowering all women and girls in the years to come.
The Observance will include addresses by senior representatives of the United Nations system,
an inter-generational dialogue with gender equality activists, and musical performances.
Visit www.unwomen.org for more information in the coming months.
---------------

Zonta Board Opportunities
Is one of your New Year's Resolutions to become more active in our
Zonta Club? If so, consider volunteering to be nominated for one of
several positions on the Board that we will be filling this year:
President, Vice President, Treasurer, Director and Nominating
Committee. The term for these positions is two years starting in June 2020. We have several
members who have already raised their hands for specific positions and the Nominating
Committee is hoping you will join them in volunteering to serve in one of these important
leadership positions.
"Filling any position on the Board is enlightening and rewarding as you have an opportunity
to learn more about Zonta at all levels while you get to know your fellow club members who
are also serving on the Board."
If you would like to get more information or place your name in nomination, please contact any
member of the Committee by January 31.
If we don’t hear from you, you will likely hear from us! The elections take place at our April
meeting and the slate of candidates will be sent to everyone prior to that meeting.
Nominating Committee: Alice Kirchner (Chair), Nancy Fodor, Karen Shirey, Carol Staz

January 2020
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Save the Date: March 10, 2020
Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Shares the Zonta
Message with Women from Around the World in
Carlisle PA
Every year the U. S. Army invites senior military officers from
other countries to study at the U. S. Army War College
(USAWC) in Carlisle PA in what is known as the International Fellows Program (IFP). Because
our Zonta Club is geographically close to the USAWC, club members and guests have an
unusual opportunity to be part of a mini UN meeting where we can spread the word about Zonta
International (ZI) in Carlisle, PA with the wives of these officers!
This year there are women from 54 countries living in Carlisle as part of the IFP. On Tuesday
March 10 we have been invited to visit with them from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.at the U.S. Army
Chapel at Carlisle Barracks when we will share lunch, info about ZI and thoughts on
empowering women.
To prepare for our March 10 visit, members and their friends who plan to attend need to
complete an info form to obtain a pass to visit Carlisle Barracks. The form will be emailed to
members; it will also be available at the January 9 and Feb. 13 meeting. After completing the
form, please return it to Karen Shirey via an email scan (muffin1@pa.net) or snail mail it to 5
Hill Street, Mount Holly Springs PA 17065 prior to February 17.
We hope you and your friends will plan now to be with us on March 10. More details will be
shared with attendees as we prepare for this unique meeting.

IFP Program Committee:
Suzanne Gale
Karen Shirey
Eileen Sullivan
Elaine Weinert
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Future Leaders Building a Better World Today
through Service and Advocacy

As chairperson for the new Golden Z Club committee, I am looking
for volunteers to serve with me. The Golden Z Club had their first meeting on December 13th.
Featured guest speaker was our very own Elaine Weinert. All members received a Domestic
Violence Pin to wear on December 14th. It was a day for brainstorming service projects that
they could get passionate about. Some ideas brought forth: Movie night on trafficking and
Jordan Pine as a guest speaker, Easter Egg Hunt at Shalom House, ringing bell for Salvation
Army, and so forth. We will have a table at the Spring Involvement Fair on January 16th right
after we return to a new semester. This is the time for getting our name and mission out. We will
also have business cards made with Golden Z information. I love working with young people,
and I hope some of you will want to join me. Call me at 717-580-7796 or email
hck2@comcast.net. Once I have a committee, I will schedule a meeting.
Heather Jackson, Chair, Golden Z Club Committee

January 2020
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The ZONTA International Centennial Theme
“HONOR AND EMPOWER”

The next series of articles presented by the Centennial Committee in this special biennium will
focus on how our Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey has filled ZI’s mission since it was
founded in 1980. Years 1980-1989 are featured below.
Founded by Gusty Gale, the Harrisburg-Hershey Club, #921, received its ZI Charter on March 11,
1980. Norma Gotwalt served as President of the 28-member club from 1980-1982.
At that time ZI’s mission statement focused on improving the quality of life for women and
children, worldwide, through service. In its first Zonta year (February 1981) the Club awarded two
service grants: $350 to the Girl’s Club of Harrisburg and $350 to PROBE, an organization focused
on helping women reestablish themselves and ultimately reenter the workplace. The Club has
continued to award service grants or partner with agencies who share our mission every year since it
was founded. During this decade ZI began to support UNIFEM and sponsored several international
service projects.
Recognizing the need to raise money to provide service grants and support ZI’s efforts, the Club
held its first fundraiser on July 24, 1982: washing airplanes at Capital City Airport in New
Cumberland. This unusual event was followed by a Holly Trail Fundraiser on November 25, 1984.
This event was held annually for several years. Just as ZI established the ZI Foundation in 1984,
the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey recognized the need to have organized fund raisers to meet
Zonta’s mission.
In an effort to spread the Zonta word worldwide, a program was established in October 1987 to
meet with the US Army War College Wives of International Fellows (Officers) who attend the War
College in Carlisle, PA.
And in 1989, the Club hosted ZI District 3’s Fall Conference in Hershey, PA, which is no small
accomplishment for a small club. Today’s Fall Conferences are now hosted by 2-3 clubs working
together.
As you can see by the activities during its first decade, the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey has
always been on the leading edge of meeting ZI’s mission, locally and globally.
For those of you reading this article that may not be familiar with Zonta, please check our website
www.zontaharrisburghershey.org to learn more about our local Club and how you can join!
Karen Shirey, Chair; Nancy Fodor and Amy Peffley, Committee Members
January 2020
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Susan Naylor – will share some thoughts at our January 2020 meeting
January 2020
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Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Monthly Meeting – Thursday, January 9, 2020
Radisson Hotel, 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill PA
Location: Veranda
Turn left when entering the Hotel, down the stairs on the right and toward back of dining room.
5:30 p.m. Social Hour
6:00 p.m. Dinner and Meeting
Program: Susan Adams (member), “Amelia” movie
Meal: Soup, Salad & Bread Buffet: Salad Bar, Homestyle Chicken Noodle Soup, Marinated Sliced
Chicken Breast, Chicken Salad with Pecans and Craisins, Gourmet Breads and Rolls, Chef’s
Dessert table, coffees, teas (hot and cold).
Please call or email Eileen Baylor at 717-774-8333 or eileen1206@aol.com
by Monday, January 6, no later than 12 p.m.
to cancel your standing reservation and include guests.

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Officers:
Elaine Weinert, President
Amy Peffley, Vice President
Deb Crum, Treasurer
Maria Todaro, Secretary

Cathy Paul, Director
Suzanne Gale, Director
Alice Kirchner, Nominating Chair
Nancy Fodor, Past President

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones
January Birthdays
Deb Hughes 1/8
Diana Laughner 1/26

January Zonta Anniversaries
Carol Staz 1/1/2016 (reinstated)

___________________________________
‘Like’ us on Facebook: Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org
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Contact us: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com
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