Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey
September 2019
Newsletter
Welcome!! The name Zonta is derived from the Sioux Indian word meaning honest and
trustworthy. Zonta was founded November 8, 1919 in Buffalo, New York.
Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women
worldwide through service and advocacy, achieving global impact through local action.
We have 29,000 members from 63 countries working together to improve the lives of women
and children.
Zonta International is uniquely positioned within the United Nations to represent the special
concerns of women and children throughout the world.
Our local Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey welcomes you and invites you to join us in service
and advocacy. We hold monthly dinner meetings on the second Thursday of each month from
September through June. We meet to socialize at 5:30pm and have our meal at 6:00 pm
followed by a program that ends approximately at 8:00pm. We meet in the Radisson Hotel
Harrisburg located at 1150 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill.
Contact us at: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org or
www.zonta.org.
Welcome back to the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey!

Elaine Weinert (middle) welcomes Sue Redmond
(left) and Susan Veach (right) as they are reinstalled
as members of the Zonta Club of HarrisburgHershey during our June 2019 meeting.
We’re delighted to have them join us as we
continue to serve our local and global communities.
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Greetings from the Club President
Zonta International was founded on November 9, 1919. This is our Centennial Year and we
have lots of exciting events happening this year. In addition, on March 11, 1980, our local club,
the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey received the ZI Charter as Zonta International Club 921.
So during this centennial year we will have two celebrations! Watch our newsletters to keep all
the activity on your calendar.
We started our year with a Summer Picnic at the home of one of our Zontians, who lives in the
Campmeeting at Mount Gretna. We will start our membership meetings on Thursday evening,
September 12 at the Radisson in Camp Hill. Our guest speaker will be Judge Mary Ellen Bittner,
Past Zonta International President. We are excited to start the celebration of our Zonta
International Centennial Year with an International President. Great speaker and the stories she
can tell – won’t want to miss this one.
Our guest speaker on October 10 will be our very own, Denise Britton, Executive Director of
Shalom House, our Partner in this centennial. Shalom House keeps expanding and enlarging
their service to the Harrisburg community. We expect to have some good hands on service
projects available for you to share. On October 17 we advocate against domestic violence as we
attend the DVSCP Candlelight Vigil. We are the voice for the women who died at the hand of
domestic violence and we will continue to say, “NO” to violence of all kinds against women
November 14 will be our Zonta International Centennial Anniversary Party. Don’t miss this one.
Karen Shirey and her Centennial Committee have been hard at work planning for an amazing
evening. Bring your loved ones and friends to share the evening with us.
December 12 will be our annual Party with a Purpose. We will be shopping, wrapping gifts and
making sure the residents at Shalom House and their children have a Christmas to remember.
During these four months, we will also be having fun raising money to again give away to our
Scholarship Winners, our Partner, Shalom House and to Zonta International’s two international
service projects.
And all the while, we will be advocating against violence against women and children.
November 19 is the date for our rally to again be held at the Harrisburg State Capitol in the Main
Rotunda at noon to 1 PM. Be prepared to take a stand, have a voice and make a difference!
That is just this year. Starting in January 2020, we will not slow down. Our programs are
planned: January Amelia Earhart event, February guest speaker is our own Heather Jackson,
March is our annual IFP luncheon at the Carlisle Barracks, visiting with international fellows
wives from all over the world, April 26 is our Club’s 40th Anniversary and in May we award the
resources we have earned throughout the year. This is how we empower women. Come and join
a great team.
Elaine Weinert, President of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
September 2019
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Mark Your Calendar

Event
Board Meeting

International Literacy
Day
Monthly Meeting

Date
Thursday,
Sept. 5

Time
6:00
pm

Saturday,
Sept. 8
Thursday,
Sept. 12

All
Day
5:30
pm

Apple Festival Parking

Saturday,
Sept. 28

8 am –
2 pm

Board Meeting

Thursday,
Oct. 3

6:00
pm

District 3 Fall
Conference
Governor’s Seminar
Monthly Meeting

Fri-Sun
Oct. 4 – 6

Oct 6
10:00
am
5:30
pm

Boscov’s coupon
Fundraiser

Sat Oct 16

DVSC Candlelight Vigil
September 2019

Thursday,
Oct 10

Thursday
Oct 17

As
assign
ed
7:00
pm

Location
Radisson
Dining
Room
Everywhere

Other Information
Members Welcome

Radisson
Hotel

Speaker – Past International
President, Judge Mary Ellen Bittner

In the
Veranda
Room

Boscov Coupons for sale $5 each

New
Cumberland
Park
Radisson
Dining
Room
Newark, DE

Another fun filled fund raiser at the
New Cumberland Apple Festival.
Watch for more details from Diana
Members Welcome

Radisson
Hotel

Zonta Says NO to violence against
women and children
Speaker - Denise Britton, Exec.
Director of Shalom House
Fundraiser - volunteer to Cathy Paul
6 – 10 PM slots available

Boscov’s

Camp Hill
Borough
Bldg

Read, Learn, Share

Please bring PA type items to fill a
basket for the Conference Basket
Raffle (candy, wine, etc.)

All Members Welcome

Advocacy – We will be promoting our
Nov. 19 Rally at the State Capitol –
Main Rotunda 12:00 pm
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Membership Corner
We start off our new membership year with 25 members. We are pleased to
announce that Heather Jackson has rejoined the club in July. That gives us
three previous members who have rejoined the club in the past three months.
The Zonta club membership booklet has been updated for 2019-20 and will be distributed at the
September meeting. If you would like your booklet mailed to you, please send your request to
the Zonta e-mail address at zontaclubhbg@gmail.com.
A donate button has been added to the Zonta club website at www.zontaharrisburghershey.org.
It can be found on the Home and Fundraising pages if you wish to make a donation. We continue
to update the Zonta club website with news and information. Please share this website with your
friends to help us spread the word about Zonta and the good works of the club to the community.
In August, we applied for the District 3 Membership Grant Program. Our request for this grant
was focused on the need for us to recruit millennial women in order to be able to sustain the club
for future years/generations. We developed a questionnaire and interviewed several millennial
women for their input in writing this grant proposal. Watch for more information on these goals
in the future.
Please invite as your guest anyone who you think is interested in the goals and mission of our
club. We will have membership brochures available at the September meeting for you to take
and share. We want to increase the membership by 15% this year. We have also been successful
in reaching out to other like-minded organizations in the Greater Harrisburg area and have
invited then to attend our meetings.
Did you know that we increased our Facebook followers to 278 in just 9 months’ time? It was a
good year for our social media with the creation of the new Zonta club website and increasing
the Facebook followers. And this is just a start, we encourage you to continue to push more
people to our social media. For those of you who have not created a Facebook account and
would like some instruction, please let me know. We welcome your support.
We’re excited to welcome some new yet familiar members, Sue Redmond and Susan Veach.
Sue and Susan re-joined the Club for the upcoming year and we’re so happy to have them join us
again as we strive to fulfill our mission.
Let’s get to know them …!
Kathy Gates, Membership Chair
September 2019
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Welcome, Heather (Kattouf) Jackson!
Heather was born and raised in Harrisburg. She met her ex-husband at
Penn State, University Park, and they married their senior year.
Following her husband’s military service, he joined the US State
Department, and they moved all over the world, living mainly in the
Middle East. After divorcing, she returned with three young children to
the Harrisburg area.
Heather’s drive for excellence, contagious enthusiasm, and passion for
whatever she does makes her ideally suited to both the hospitality
industry and teaching. After a distinguished twenty-seven-year career in the corporate
hospitality world, Heather retired in order to pursue her teaching career. Committed to her
students, her goal is to get them to exceed their expectations and to become stronger and better
writers and citizens of the world.
Heather teaches writing in Business Communications, and Writing in Humanities. But her
favorite is Women and Gender Studies. Her Master’s thesis was in Women’s Studies: Jewish
Women Leaders in the Second Wave of Feminism in the U.S: Ethnicity, Gender, and Patriarchy.
Heather has a Bachelor of Humanities in Interdisciplinary Humanities and a Master of Arts in
Humanities from the Pennsylvania State University. She is also a Certified Hospitality Manager
(CHA). Heather has three grown children and four grandsons. As newlyweds, Phil and Heather
enjoy movies, Hollywood Casino, and trying out new restaurants. When not teaching, she is an
avid reader, shopper, exercise enthusiast.
We’re delighted to have Heather re-connect with our Club and look forward to how her interests,
passions and experience can help us fulfill our mission with Zonta.
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You are cordially invited to attend
Zonta International‘s 100th Birthday Party
hosted by the
Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
on
Thursday, November 14, 2019
at
5:30 p.m.
at the
Radisson Hotel
1150 Camp Hill Bypass
Camp Hill PA 17011
$23/person
Dress: Business Casual

Zonta International is celebrating 100 years of empowering
women and children worldwide through service and advocacy
September 2019
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Wednesday, October 16, 2019
The Friends Helping Friends Event at Boscov’s will be Wednesday, October 16, 2019. We have
been assigned to the Colonial Park Store this year with a confirmation for the 6 to 10 PM time
slot. There is a possibility of also being given the 2 to 6 PM slot, but I will not have that
confirmation until right before the sale.
We will need at least four volunteers for the 6 to 10 timeslot: two each from 6pm to 8pm and
8pm to 10pm. This appears to be the busiest times. Please let me know if you are available for
either of those times.
I will have the Shopping Passes available at the September and October business meetings so
you can purchase them for friends and family at that time.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or to let me know when you can represent our
club in the store. This is a very important fundraiser, so we will need participation from
everyone.
Cathy Paul, Boscov’s Event Chair
-------------------------------------------------

Summer picnic hosted by Grace Huber at her
September 2019

Mt. Gretna cottage. Thanks for a lovely time!
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A new Zonta year and an opportunity to continue onward with
service projects for our 2019-2020 year.
For our September meeting, please consider bringing some of the
following items to give to Shalom House. Their needs are very
basic as evident in the list below:
Large kitchen garbage bags
Paper Towels
Laundry Pods, Dishwasher Pods
Dryer Sheets

Tissues
Vacuum Cleaner

For our November meeting, please consider bringing blankets and replacement pillows for
Shalom House.
Our December meeting will again be our Party with a Purpose. The November Newsletter will
include items needed as Christmas and holiday gifts for Shalom House. As usual, gifts will be
wrapped with a small note or tag included with contents.
Please continue to keep an eye on needs that are requested by the Service Committee. You are
all so generous and kind hearted and really pull off amazing things when it comes to collecting
and giving to Shalom House – the backpacks during our June meeting were great.
Amy Peffley
September 2019
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SHALOM HOUSE IS DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE INFORMATION REGARDING
THEIR NEW BUILDING
At the new building, we have a partnership with Capital
Area Head Start; 3 new classrooms and a family center
are being constructed, opening next month. A 2nd floor
is planned to serve as a Service Hub in the
neighborhood, and the building is called Community
Connections Center ... Transforming Lives &
Community, Together.

They are excited with the announcement of the Centennial Grant submitted in partnership with our Club
and look forward to what will be developed in the coming year. We are all proud of the members from
Zonta along with several special individuals from the community who shared their input with Denise in
developing ideas for this grant.
UPCOMING EVENTS
* There will be a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the building that Shalom House acquired (see
below). Stay tuned for further details on this exciting event which will be happening sometime in
October.
September 2019
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* On October 26th, there will be a Health Fair (with screenings) hosted by Shalom House, Penn
State/Hershey Medical Center, The Rock Church and the Sertoma Club. It will take place at the
Community Connections Center (their new building) and the parking lots of Shalom House and The Rock
Church. Volunteers are welcome so please email or call Denise if you’d like to help.
SHALOM FOOD SERVICES UPDATES
* The Food Services group will be participating in the Chili Cook off at the Hershey Vineyards on
9/29/2019. Please see the attached flyer. If you are interested in joining other Zontians and friends for
this event, please email Suzanne.
* Catering continues to spread by word of mouth; please keep “Shalom Food Services” in mind for any
catering needs you may have.

September 2019
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U.N. Buzz

from UN Committee

From where I stand: “My dream is to open the first baby photography studio
in Palestine”
Date: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 From: UN Women Weekly News Update

Doaa Eshtayeh. Photo: UN
Women/Carlos Pérez Osorio

Doaa Eshtayeh, from Nablus, Palestine, found her talent and
passion in photography and has made it her profession. Doaa
is the main provider for her family, thanks to the support she
received through a UN Women project that helped her develop
her skills and buy the equipment she needed.

I have been a breadwinner for the last three years, raising two children, a four-year-old daughter
and six-year-old son. My son Islam suffers from severe autism. As my husband cannot work, I
decided to become a photographer to support my family.
At first, I didn’t know where to start as it requires a lot of money to buy photography equipment.
I specialize in photographing babies and infants, which takes a lot time and preparation. I love
babies and I am very patient when taking photos of babies.
I heard about the Business Women Forum in 2018, which supports women who need assistance
in growing their businesses. I was selected to be one of the trainees and they helped me improve
my photography skills and taught me how to expand my business. The project also funded me to
buy a brand-new photo printer so that I could print high definition photos at home.
My children are my biggest motivation to keep going and improve myself. But it’s difficult
balancing my responsibility for my son’s special needs and my work.
Nevertheless, I advise every woman to start her own business to be independent and to become a
leader in her community.
My dream is to open the first baby photography studio in Palestine. Many pregnant women and
mothers in Palestine dream of getting good photos of their babies and children. My studio will be
the place for them.”
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Doaa Eshtayeh, 30, is a photographer specializing in infant and children’s
photography. As a beneficiary of the Business Women Forum’s Women
Championships Project, which provided six-month training and photo
equipment she needed to develop her own business, Doaa found a way to
support her family while pursuing her passion for photography. The
Business Women Forum is an implementing partner of UN Women’
Decent Work for Women programme, funded by the Italian Agency for
Development Cooperation (AICS). Doaa’s story also reflects how roles of
women within families are changing, around the world, and with the right
kind of support, such as access to skills, decent work and redistribution of
care work at home, women and their families can thrive. See UN Women’s
new report, Progress of the World’s Women 2019 – 2020 for data and
stories about families.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This is Santa’s Chief Elf and Bean Counter sending early Holiday
Greetings and encouraging you to start thinking about
***HOLIDAY WREATH SALES***
Yes, it will soon be time for our BIGGEST annual fundraiser---selling the most gorgeous and long-lasting Holiday Wreaths!!
Look for all the details in the October Newsletter!!

The monies we raise from parking cars, coupon sales and holiday wreaths are distributed locally
(local agencies, including Shalom House and 2 educational scholarships) and globally (ZI’s
international projects). Since our founding in 1980, the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey has
proudly contributed close to a quarter million dollars to support the advancement of women as a
result of our fundraisers.
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CELEBRATE – ADVOCACY
In October 2018 the SB554 (Senate Bill #554), The Safe Harbor Bill against human sex
trafficking passed in the Senate and is now law in Pennsylvania.
At the end of June 2019, the HB315 (House Bill #315) against FGM (female genital mutilation)
passed in the House of Representatives and is now law in the state of Pennsylvania.
Zonta International has introduced the Zonta USA Caucus: A new program for national
advocacy in the United States. With 13 Zonta districts spread across the United States, US
Zontians were eager to find a way to join forces to advocate more powerfully at the national
level.
The Zonta USA Caucus unites all Zonta clubs and districts in the USA to support Zonta
International’s mission to empower women and girls through service and advocacy. The Caucus
is a platform for advocacy actions within the USA.
The Zonta USA Caucus’ goals are to:
•

Encourage policy development by the USA’s legislature and its committees and
individual members, which promotes and sustains women’s access to all resources.

•

Assist in the development, consideration and passage of legislation, which facilitates
every woman’s ability to achieve her full potential and to live in a society free of
violence.

•

Promote women’s representation in decision-making positions on an equal basis with
men.

•

Take action in support of, or in opposition to, proposed or enacted legislation and
executive orders and regulations, implemented by the executive branch of government
that directly or indirectly impact the lives of women and girls.

•

This platform supports the efforts of our clubs to contact their elected representatives at
the national and state levels to voice their support for, or opposition to, proposed
legislation. This platform also enables the Caucus to track movement on legislation
relevant to Zonta International’s mission and vision.

•

The first two opportunities for action via this new advocacy platform were for the Equal
Rights Amendment and the bipartisan Campus Accountability and Safety Act, both of
which were on the agenda for the Zonta USA Advocacy Day in 2017.

•

For more information, visit: USA Advocacy Action Center to learn more and to take
action today.
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“Unchained at Last”
Rally to support legislation to eliminate child marriage in Pennsylvania
Tuesday, June 26, 2019

House Bill 380 and Senate Bill 81 have been
introduced in the PA Legistature. The Rally on
June 26 was attended by the primary sponsors of
the legislation and representatives from multiple
like-minded organizations who spoke in support of
the need for the legislation.
Marriage of a minor (less than 18 years of age) is
not uncommon in the United States. Between 2000
and 2015, well over 200,000 children under age 18
were married in the U.S.; almost all were girls wed
to men. Research indicates that marrying as a minor
has substantial legal, social, economic, emotional
and health implications. Minors have limited rights
and options. Education is often interrupted or
discontinued and there are risks to physical and
mental health.
September 2019
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HONOR AND EMPOWER – THE ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CENTENNIAL THEME

Zonta 1990 – 2000
This decade in Zonta’s history had many “firsts” in it which continue to positively impact
Zonta’s history and status in the world of empowering women today.
•

In 1990 The Young Women in Public Affairs Award was established. This Award
recognizes young women, ages 16-19, who demonstrate superior leadership skills and a
commitment to public service and civic causes, and encourages them to continue their
participation in public and political life. Since the program’s inception, Zonta has given
846 awards, totaling $836,750 to 724 young women representing 56 countries.
Our Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey has awarded these scholarships since 2001 and
had multiple winners of this award at the district and international levels as well.

•

In 1998, Zonta International Strategies to End Violence Against Women Project
(ZISVAW) was adopted as an on-going program. This program which focuses on
special projects developed by Zonta clubs has provided more than $9.5 million to support
projects to end violence against women and girls in 46 countries.
ZISVAW was a concept proposed by leaders in our ZI District 3 at that time to Zonta
International. Our Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Carolyn Thompson developed the
logo for this program.

•

Also in 1998, the Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship was established
to encourage more women to pursue education and careers in business. Zonta
International offers up to 32 scholarships of $2,000 each at the district/region level and
six international scholarships in the amount of $8,000 each.
Our Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey has awarded these scholarships since 1998 and
also had a district and international winner of this award.
As members of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey we should be very proud of the
scholarship and program opportunities our Club and Zonta International have brought to
women and girls locally and globally.
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AND, speaking of awards, on July 22 our Club received word that we were awarded a
$5,000 Centennial Grant for the Shalom House project we submitted. We were one of the
62 Zonta Clubs worldwide selected and 1 of 3 ZI District 3 clubs selected. Many thanks to
everyone who worked on the Centennial Grant Proposal. It was indeed a labor of love. We
are honored and humbled to be a recipient of this award.
For those of you who may not be familiar with Zonta, please check our website
www.zontaharrisburghershey.org to learn more about our local Club and how you can join!
Nancy Fodor, Amy Peffley and Karen Shirey (Committee Chair)

------------------------------------------------------------------------September 2019 Membership Meeting Keynote speaker

Mary Ellen Bittner has been a member of the Zonta Club of Washington,
D.C., since 1982, and has served in various offices, including club president;
she is currently a director. In District 3 she has been area director, lieutenant
governor, and governor and is currently parliamentarian. She chaired the
Zonta International bylaws and resolutions committee twice, was vice-chair
of the International nominating committee, and was a member of the steering
committee for the Zonta International Summit on Violence Against Women
from 1993-1995. She has served as a Zonta International director, vice
president, and president-elect and was president from 2004 to 2006.
Mary Ellen holds a bachelor’s degree in mathematics and a juris doctor degree from the
University of Illinois and a master’s degree in economics from George Mason University. In
1972 she was hired as an attorney at the National Labor Relations Board, a United States
government agency that decides labor-management disputes in the private sector. In 1980 she
was appointed an administrative law judge, and she served in that position with the NLRB until
1987, when she moved to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. In 1991 she was appointed
chief administrative law judge for the DEA. In this position, she presided over formal
adjudicatory proceedings, headed the office, and managed the staff. She retired in 2010.
Mary Ellen lives with her husband in suburban Washington, D.C.; daughter Betsy and her
husband live in Massachusetts. Mary Ellen likes to cook for family and friends and is an avid
reader.
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Jane Klausman Scholarship Winner for 2019
Natalie Nye is a Senior with a double major in Business
Administration and Spanish with a minor in Studio Art at
Elizabethtown College. Her current GPA is 3.93. She studied
abroad in Spain for a semester and in Argentina for two months
in order to perfect her Spanish. As one of two students chosen
from her university, she was able to attend the World Business
Forum in New York City. She is a member of the Women’s
Soccer team as well as the Track and Field team and is also the
President of the Family Business and Entrepreneurship Club. Her
sophomore and junior year of Soccer she received the Scholar
Athlete Award and is tied for the record in indoor for pole vaulting and is on the top 10 list for
outdoor. After her final year at Elizabethtown, she plans on attending law school and becoming
the 5th generation and first female owner of her family’s automobile dealership. Natalie also
enjoys volunteering and community service and is the second of four sisters. Her hometown is
Shippensburg, PA.
Natalie and her parents will be at our September meeting as she receives her scholarship check
for $1000, a plaque, our congratulations and support for her continued contributions in business
and the community. She will be our Club’s candidate for additional award possibilities at the
District 3 and Zonta International levels.
Purpose This program was established in 1998 to encourage undergraduate women to enter careers and
seek leadership positions in business. The program ultimately seeks to influence business decisions that
positively affect women by increasing the number of women in executive positions in the field of business
management. This program was established from a bequest by Jane M. Klausman, a member of the Zonta
Club of Syracuse, New York USA, and the 1990-1995 Zonta International Parliamentarian. This program
operates at the club, district and international levels of Zonta International. Clubs, districts and regions
are advised to appoint committees to manage these program responsibilities.
Program Statistics Since the inception of the program in 1998, Zonta has awarded 564 Scholarships
(includes international awards and second award recipients), totaling more than US$1.3 million, to 428
women representing 57 countries.
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REMEMBER WHEN?
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Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Monthly Meeting – Thursday, September 12, 2019
Radisson Hotel, 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill PA
Location: Veranda
Turn left when entering the Hotel, then down stairs on the right toward back of dining room.
5:30 p.m. Social Hour
6:00 p.m. Dinner and Meeting
Program: Judge Mary Ellen Bittner, Past International President of Zonta (keynote)
Presentation to Klausman Scholarship Winner, Natalie Nye
Meal: Lemon Basil Chicken, vegetable, freshly baked rolls with butter, selection of coffee and
tea (hot and cold) and dessert
Please call or email Eileen Baylor at 717-774-8333 or eileen1206@aol.com
by Monday, September 9, no later than 12 p.m.
to cancel your standing reservation and include guests.

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Officers:
Elaine Weinert, President
Amy Peffley, Vice President
Deb Crum, Treasurer
Maria Todaro, Secretary

Cathy Paul, Director
Suzanne Gale, Director
Alice Kirchner, Nominating Chair
Nancy Fodor, Past President

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones
August/September Birthdays
Peg Baker 8/22
Barbara Roddin 8/26
Susan Veach 9/24

September Zonta Anniversaries
Judy Redlawsk 9/1
Eileen Sullivan 9/8

___________________________________
‘Like’ us on Facebook: Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org
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Contact us: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com
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