Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey
June 2019 Newsletter

Welcome!! The name Zonta is derived from the Sioux Indian word meaning honest and
trustworthy. Zonta was founded November 8, 1919 in Buffalo, New York.
Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women
worldwide through service and advocacy, achieving global impact through local action.
We have 29,000 members from 63 countries working together to improve the lives of women
and children.
Zonta International is uniquely positioned within the United Nations to represent the special
concerns of women and children throughout the world.
Our local Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey welcomes you and invites you to join us in service
and advocacy. We hold monthly dinner meetings on the second Thursday of each month from
September through June. We meet to socialize at 5:30pm and have our meal at 6:00 pm
followed by a program that ends approximately at 8:00pm. We meet in the Radisson Hotel
Harrisburg located at 1150 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill.
Contact us at: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org or
www.zonta.org.
Board Members for 2019-2020 - - thanks for serving and leading!

L to R: Cathy Paul (Director), Suzanne Gale (Director), Deb
Crum (Treasurer), Maria Todaro (Secretary), Elaine Weinert
(President).
Missing – Amy Peffley (Vice-President), Nancy Fodor (PastPresident), Susan Adams Naylor (Nominating Committee Chair)
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Greetings from the Club President
We are starting our second and final year of this biennium (June 2018-May 2020). I have been
blessed and am so very grateful for all of our team, my Zonta Sisters. Our Executive Board
members have been terrific and all the Committee Chairs, and everyone who has worked on a
committee, or has enjoyed the fruits of all the work done by our wonderful team. Thank you.
We closed out our last year at our May, end of year celebration by awarding our YWPA
Scholarship winner, Ashleigh Kennedy, $1,000. Ann Michael came and presented a year-end
review on advocacy, telling us what all got accomplished across the world with bringing to
justice those who are involved in human and labor trafficking and talked about legislation, what
was accomplished and what we will be facing in the upcoming year. Our Partner, Shalom House
was represented by Denise Britton, Executive Director and Marsha Fortney, long time board
member. They were presented a beautiful clock and certificate from the Centennial Committee.
Suzanne Gale presented Shalom House with a grant award of $500 from the Mary McInroy
Sheffer People Trust. We then presented Denise and Marsha $5,500 from our Club. Fabulous
evening.
June is our planning meeting. We have accomplished a lot this last year, but this coming year
will be very challenging also and tons of fun should be expected. Be sure you have these two
dates on your calendar: November 14, 2019 (same date as our membership meeting) is also
Zonta International’s 100th Anniversary. Then, Sunday, April 26, 2020 is the Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey’s 40th Anniversary. We will be celebrating both big events at the same time.
Start inviting everyone you know who has supported you in all your Zonta endeavors – family
and friends. We have good reason to celebrate!
At our June meeting we will be reinstating two past members back into our club: Sue Redmond
and Susan Veach. They are both workers, movers and shakers and I’ve heard that is very good.
We will be having some fun, along with studying the longevity of our club by defining
generations: Traditionalist, Baby Boomers, Generation X and the famous Millennials. How do
we bring in the Millennials and how do we keep them? How do we deal with the fact that our
club is growing older, but like me, we want to be a Zontian for the rest of our life. Come and
hear the new opportunity that ZI has given us.
Finally, remember to bring all the items you have collected for our backpack service project.
The back packs will be there awaiting filling.
I leave you with a message from Zonta International. “Thank you, Harrisburg-Hershey for your
passion to Zonta, for your belief and support in the ZI Mission and Vision. For your support to
the District and for your continued involvement in both local and international projects: to Stop
Violence, to Achieve Gender Equality and to Empower Women and Girls.”
Elaine Weinert, President of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
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Mark Your Calendar

Event
Beginning of our next ZI
year
ZI North America
District Conference
Membership Meeting
Shalom House
Volunteers and Partner
Recognition Event

Date
Saturday,
June 1
June 7-9

Time

Location

Other Information
Continues through May 31, 2020;
dues received at ZI from Deb Crum
Dallas, TX

Thursday,
June 13
Thursday,
June 20

5:30 meet
6:00 meal
5:30 7:00 p.m.

Radisson –
Governor B
Capital Blue
4500
Marketplace
Way, Enola,
PA 17025
City Island

Planning for the upcoming year and
backpack assembly.
RSVP by 6/13/19

Night Out with the
Senators / Shalom House
International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking
JM Klausman Club
Scholarship winner due
to District
ZI announces the YWPA
scholarship winners

Tuesday,
June 25
Wednesday,
June 26

Zonta International
participates in World
Day against Trafficking
in Persons

Tuesday,
July 30

All day

Anywhere

Apple Festival Parking
Project

Saturday,
September
28
Fri – Sun,
Oct. 4-6

7:30 am –
3:00 pm

New
Cumberland

Fri pm Sun noon

Newark, DE

District 3 Conference

June 2019

6:30 pm
game time
All day

Anywhere

Call: 717-920-4906 or Email:
dbritton@shalomhouse.net
Tickets $11 each, a portion of the
proceeds benefiting Shalom House.
Bring awareness to the prevalence
of these issues

Monday,
July 1

We have a Club winner – she’ll join
us at the September meeting.

Monday,
July 1

10 Selected scholarship winners
awarded $4000 each; 32 District
winners receive $1500.
On World Day against Trafficking
in Persons, come together around
the key issues of prevention,
protection and prosecution to build
a future where this cannot exist.
Mark your calendars now and start
to think about friends and family
you can invite to help us park cars.
Great opportunity to participate in a
fun and energetic weekend – learn,
meet, share, and dance!!
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Membership Corner
We’re excited to welcome some new yet familiar members, Sue Redmond
and Susan Veach. Sue and Susan re-joined the Club for the upcoming year
and we’re so happy to have them join us again as we strive to fulfill our
mission.
Let’s get to know them …!
Sue A. Redmond O'Brien is returning to Zonta after a 10-year absence. We're glad to have her
back.
Sue is the principal and owner of Sue A. Redmond, CPA, a Camp Hill-based accounting practice
providing accounting and tax services to entrepreneurs and small businesses, including not-forprofits, throughout South Central Pennsylvania and northern Maryland. She focuses on her
client's business needs rather than the pressure and stress that clients anticipate of ensuring that
their financial house is in order. Sue customizes solutions to fit client business needs providing a
wide range of customized outsourced accounting and financial support.
In addition to graduating from Shippensburg University with a BA in accounting, Sue is a
graduate of Leadership Harrisburg and has used those skills gained to serve on the Board of
Directors in officer capacities of United Cerebral Palsy of Central PA, The Junior League of
Harrisburg, Inc., the Dauphin County Historical Society, the Institute of Management
Accountants, and the South Central Chapter of the Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public
Accountants.
When not working or volunteering within the community, you’ll find Sue with her husband Al
and Darla, the treasured 4-legged member of the family, in SW Florida or out and about here at
home enjoying one of Al's gas guzzling toys.....boat, on a motorcycle or in a hot rod.
________________________________________
Susan Veach is employed at Deloitte Consulting as a communications lead on change
management projects in the private sector. Previously, she was part of the training and
implementation team on a long-term technology adoption project at Deloitte to build a new
Pennsylvania workers’ compensation system. This follows a career in voice and data sales for
Executone and an early position in social work for Family and Children’s Service. Susan
graduated from Penn State and continues to enjoy alumni activities and Penn State football.
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A member of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg – Hershey during the 90’s, Susan also was on the
board of directors for Camp Shikellamy and the West Shore YMCA. She now enjoys
volunteering for Junior Achievement in the local schools and leading community service events
through Deloitte.
Long-time Zonta members may remember Susan’s husband Bob, who passed away in January of
this year. Their adult children and families live in the area, where she is fortunate to be involved
in the lives of her grandsons, Max and Joby. Susan and Bob lived in Bonita Springs, FL for 5
years before returning to be closer to the boys. Bonita Springs and Cape May are still favorite
places to visit.
Susan enjoys being outdoors running, birdwatching and gardening. Other interests include
collecting art at art shows and caring for her 26-year-old parrot. She looks forward to getting reinvolved in Zonta, continuing old friendships and making new ones.

Reminder: Bring/send your supplies for the backpack-filling
happening at the June meeting.
If you are unable to provide the supply we have requested below,
please contact Amy Peffley.

Crayons – Cathy Paul (3 pks); Eileen Baylor (3 pks); Sue Collins (4 pks)
Pencils – Barbara Roddin (3 pks); Deb Crum (3 pks); Nancy Foder (4 pks)
Pencil Sharpeners – Suzanne Gale (3); Kathleen O’Malley (3); Eileen Sullivan (4)
Colored Pencils – Kathy Gates (3 pks); Grace Huber (3pks); Karen Shirey (4 pks)
Spiral Notebooks – Deb Hughes (3); Carol Staz (3); Alice Kirchner (4)
Glue Sticks – Diana Laughner; Elaine Mason
Folders – Barb Kauffman (3); Peg Baker (3); Maria Todaro (4)
Thank you all for your time and donations throughout our past year. You all have big hearts and
are extremely generous; we’re so appreciative.
Amy Peffley
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You can check out https://PennWatch.org for upcoming features about the expansions happening
with Shalom House (hosted by Flora Posteraro).

Upcoming community event (and fun!) to support Shalom House
Shalom House is participating in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community. This year, the
Walk will take place at the HACC campus on Saturday, May 18 th. This is an important
fundraiser for Shalom House. All funds raised go directly to the charities who participate. Last
year, we were able to raise $7000 for our mission of Empowering Women and Transforming
Lives. These funds not only went to helping us feed and house women and children in a time of
crisis, but they also help us provide much needed transformational services such as Life
Coaching. Please consider supporting us. Perhaps there can be a Zonta team that walks for
Shalom House. We also encourage virtual walkers. Here is the link directly to the Shalom House
Highmark Walk. http://hcf.convio.net/Shalomhouse.
As always, thanks in advance for your support.
Shalom House Highmark Walk Committee
_______________________________________________________

Contact Denise Britton
with Shalom House at
717-920-4906 or dbritton
@shalomhouse.net with
questions or to place your
order today!
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KAREN SHIREY, DVSCP EXCEPTIONAL VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD

Karen Shirey is the first recipient and namesake for the
new DVSCP (Domestic Violence Services of
Cumberland Perry) Exceptional Volunteer Service
Award.
Deb, Alice, Nancy and Elaine attended the 2019 DVSCP
Annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 22, 2019 at the
Carlisle Country Club. We were representing the Zonta
Club of Harrisburg-Hershey as they featured Karen to
honor her for outstanding volunteer service.
Dr. Tonya Miller spoke about the need to educate, advocate and collaborate when it comes to
domestic violence. We need to understand the signs of domestic violence, everyone needs to
know there are resources out there and we need to advocate to those around us. They support
Act 79, written to keep firearms away from the perpetrator and HB854 called Marcy’s Law
designed to help protect victims of domestic violence.
Barbara Kohutiak, Executive Director spoke about the 80 year study about happiness done at
Harvard and talked about a vision board. We may use these topics at our June planning meeting.
The award presentation was done by Jodi Bezanilla, President and Barbara Kohutiak, Exec.
Director of DVSCP. Karen started volunteering for DVSCP in 1990. She has served as
President, Treasurer and been involved in all fund raising: the Sunflower Galas, Randi’s Race
and the Candle Light Vigil to name a few.
Karen then spoke and mentioned that the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey has donated over
$20,000 to the DVSCP since 1990 along with supporting them in some of their fundraisers and
service projects. Not only has Karen been active with Zonta since 1988, she has also volunteered
for The Good Bears of the World since 1989. She introduced her family who was present for the
event.
Karen, the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey sends congratulations for an amazing career is
service and advocacy. You have set a high bar for all to attempt to achieve. Proverbs 11:25
says, “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed”.
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Clockwise from upper left: Karen and Wil; Jodi Bezanilla, Karen and Barbara Kohutiak; Karen and
Wil’s sons, daughter-in-law and grandson. Other family members were also there to help Karen
celebrate.
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U.N. Buzz

from UN Committee

From where I stand: “I believe times have changed and my
community needs adapt to this change”
Ibrahim Hamawa, is the Lamido— traditional leader— of Zamay Kanton, a village in the Far
North Region of Cameroon. The 63-year-old leader has already appointed the first-ever
woman as a Lawal (Chief) and encouraging more women to take up decision-making roles
within the traditional council. If women from other countries can make good leaders, why
shouldn’t they in his community, he challenges.
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2019

From: UN Women Weekly News Update

Ibrahim Hamawa, Lamido of Zamay Kanton.
Photo: UN Women/Teclaire Same

Lack of education remains biggest challenge that prevents gender equality, as uneducated
women lack self-affirmation and uneducated men find it difficult to change their mindset and
accept equality between men and women.
The “club de mari” of Zamay, where I serve as the president, organizes regular sensitization
meetings with community members on issues of gender equality, gender-based violence,
education of the girl child, forced and early marriages, etc.
After I became Lamido [traditional leader], I participated in several training and sensitization
sessions on issues related to gender equality, gender-based violence and early marriage
organized by UN Women and other humanitarian organizations. I believe the world is changing,
and my community needs to change with the times and adapt to progress.
I realized we have good women leaders in other countries, so I decided to do the same in my
community by nominating Mamah Kiagama as Lawal (chief of a community) of Mayo Tshaka,
one of the villages that make up the Zamay Kanton.
The Lawal was appointed based on her competence and moral integrity. This initiative to appoint
a woman as Lawal was appreciated by the majority, but we still face some resistance from a few
June 2019
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men in the community. When men of her village bypass her and bring their complaints to me, I
send them back to her.
She is a good leader and has already improved things in her village and contributed towards
reducing crimes. I believe this decision to nominate Lawal Mamah Kiagama will change the
perception of women in our area, and also in other areas. Her nomination has boosted the selfconfidence of a lot of women in the community. Women now feel more comfortable to express
themselves and bring their complaints to the traditional council. Lawal Kiagama has also started
a women’s association to help sensitize and empower women and to promote gender equality.
I am in the process of appointing three more women to participate in the traditional council of
Zamay and join decision-making processes in the community.
Our community has seen a lot of positive changes, such as the reduction of abusive divorce,
forced and early marriages, and improvement in girls’ education. The gender-sensitive market
constructed by UN Women also helps with economic empowerment of women in my community
as it offers women vendors a clean and safe space to sell their fresh produce, even while nursing
their babies.”

Lamido Ibrahim Hamawa, 63, was elected as the traditional leader of
Zamay Kanton, in Cameroon’s Far North Region in 2012. Through a
UN Women project that promotes economic empowerment and
resilience of women affected by the Boko Haram insurgency, funded by
the Government of Japan, Lamido Hamawa received training on
gender equality. He has made inclusion of women in leadership and
decision-making position his priority.

___________________________________________

The Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey donated $3000 this year to the Zonta International
Foundation, supporting three scholarships (Amelia Earhart, JM Klausman Women in Business
and Young Women in Public Affairs), the International Service Projects and ZISVAW (Zonta
International Strategies to Eliminate Violence against Women.
June 2019
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HONOR AND EMPOWER – THE ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CENTENNIAL THEME

Zonta 1979-1988
During this time period, one momentous activity took place in Harrisburg, PA!
March 11, 1980 – The Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey was chartered and held a Chartering
Ceremony on May 31, 1980 with 28 Charter Members. The founder of the Club was Gusty Gale
and the first President was Norma Gotwalt from 1980-1982.
Elsewhere around the World, other remarkable changes were taking place.
1988 – Zonta welcomed its 1,000th Club, Lome, Togo (located in West Africa).
1987 – ZI dedicated their first world headquarters building in Chicago, IL.
1986 – ZI became the first NGO to support UNIFEM (UN Development Fund for Women).
Later this organization merged with other UN Agencies to become UN Women.
1984 – ZI Foundation is established.
1983 – Zonta is granted consultative status with the Council of Euope.
International Service Projects (US $415,486) during this time period are listed below.
1982 – 1988 – The Well Water project in Sri Lanka. Zonta partnered with UNICEF, which
worked to provide safe drinking water to 350,000 dry zone settlers.
1986 – 1988 – Training and income generating projects in cooperation with UNIFEM took place
throughout Argentian, Botswana, Comoros Islands (off the Coast of East Africa), Thailand, and
Zimbabwe.
For more information about Zonta’s History and the Centennial go to www.zonta100.org.

Nancy Fodor, Amy Peffley and Karen Shirey (Committee Chair)
June 2019
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Zonta International Vice President Ute Scholz (center left), Past International Director Judy
Kautz (second from left), Past District 6 Governor Tamara Hagen (center right) and 2018
Convention Chairman Sadako Miyake (far right) stand with some women in Amboasary (Anosy
region).

In a country where parents have to choose between living
expenses and affording to send more than one child to school,
Zonta is helping girls in Madagascar obtain their right to
education. The Madagascar Project is one of the International
Service Programs sponsored by Zonta International.
June 2019
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Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey – May 2019 Meeting Highlights

Eileen Baylor, Scholarship Committee Chair, Ashleigh
Kennedy, YWPA Club Winner, and Elaine Weinert,
Club President

Todd Kennedy and his daughter Ashleigh Kennedy, our
Club YWPA award winner. Congratulations!

Denise Britton, Exec Director of Shalom House
receiving our Club’s Centennial Award from Karen and
Nancy.

Marsha Fortney, Shalom House Board member and
Denise Britton, Shalom House Exec Director receiving
our Club’s donation of $5,500 from Elaine Weinter.

Marsha and Denise receiving a check for $500 from Suzanne Gale
from the McInroy Sheffer People Trust. The Trust was created by
Mary McInroy Sheffer to support educational, artistic and
humanitarian endeavors in Tioga, Dauphin, Cumberland, Lycoming
and York counties.
Suzanne successfully proposed the donation to Shalom House as a
member of the McInroy Sheffer People Trust committee.
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Clockwise from top left: Ann Micheal, State Team Lead for International Justice Mission and Elaine; members
Kathy Gates and Barbara Roddin; Suzanne, Karen and Elaine showing off the ‘thank you’ certificate the attendees at
the March IFP luncheon created for us; and a picture board of ZI projects, facts and statistics.
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Mission
Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women
worldwide through service and advocacy.
Vision
Zonta International envisions a world in which women's rights are recognized as human rights
and every woman is able to achieve her full potential.
In such a world, women have access to all resources and are represented in decision-making
positions on an equal basis with men.
In such a world, no woman lives in fear of violence.

The Objects of Zonta International shall be:
(a) To improve the legal, political, economic, educational, health and professional status of
women at the global and local level through service and advocacy.
(b) To work for the advancement of understanding, goodwill and peace through a world
fellowship of members.
(c) To promote justice and universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.
(d) To be united internationally to foster high ethical standards, to implement service programs,
and to provide mutual support and fellowship for members who serve their communities, their
nations and the world.
The Zonta Pledge
I pledge myself to uphold and practice the ideals of Zonta. To honor my work and consider it an
opportunity for service. To increase the measure of that service, by consistent self-improvement.
To contribute by study and action to the improvement of the legal, political, economic and
professional status of women. To work for the advancement of understanding, good will, and
peace through a world fellowship of classified members united in the Zonta ideal of service.
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REMEMBER WHEN?
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Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Monthly Meeting – Thursday, June 13, 2019
Radisson Hotel, 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill PA
Location: Governor B
Turn right when entering the Hotel, then left down stairs or ramp.
5:30 p.m. Social Hour
6:00 p.m. Dinner and Meeting
Program: June planning meeting for September 2019 through May 2020
Meal: Salad bar, soup, sliced chicken breast, tuna salad, gourmet breads and bread rolls,
chef’s dessert, coffees, hot and iced tea
Please call or email Eileen Baylor at 717-774-8333 or eileen1206@aol.com
by Monday, June 10, no later than 12 p.m.
to cancel your standing reservation and include guests.

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Officers:
Elaine Weinert, President
Amy Peffley, Vice President
Deb Crum, Treasurer
Maria Todaro, Secretary

Cathy Paul, Director
Suzanne Gale, Director
Susan Adams, Nominating Chair
Nancy Fodor, Past President

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones
Summer Birthdays
Kathy Gates 6/11
Maria Todaro 6/11
Cathy Paul 6/21
Susan Adams 6/22
Suzanne Gale 7/4
Amy Peffley 7/17
Sue Collins 7/18
Barbara Kauffman 7/20
Peg Baker 8/22
Barbara Roddin 8/26

Summer Zonta Anniversaries
Kathleen O’Malley 6/1/1977
Elaine Weinert 6/1/2010
Susan Adams 6/1/2017
Barbara Kauffman 6/1/2016
Nancy Fodor 6/1/2011
Eileen Baylor 6/10/2015
Deborah Hughes 7/1/1983

______________________________________________________________________________
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