Zonta Club of
Harrisburg-Hershey
January 2019 Newsletter

Welcome!! The name Zonta is derived from the Sioux Indian word meaning honest and
trustworthy. Zonta was founded November 8, 1919 in Buffalo, New York.
Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women
worldwide through service and advocacy, achieving global impact through local action.
We have 29,000 members from 63 countries working together to improve the lives of women
and children.
Zonta International is uniquely positioned within the United Nations to represent the special
concerns of women and children throughout the world.
Our local Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey welcomes you and invites you to join us in service
and advocacy. We hold monthly dinner meetings on the second Thursday of each month from
September through June. We meet to socialize at 5:30pm and have our meal at 6:00 pm
followed by a program that ends approximately at 8:00pm. We meet in the Radisson Hotel
Harrisburg located at 1150 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill.
To contact us:
Email: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com
Visit our website: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org
“Like” us on Facebook: Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Learn more about Zonta International: www.zonta.org
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Greetings from the Club President
As we begin 2019, we are aware of much geopolitical and economic upheaval here and around
the world. However, we need to stay focused on our mission to enhance the status of all women
and children, regardless of their age, race, faith orientation, politics or ethnicity. As we come up
to the end of Zonta’s first centennial, we are so very proud to be a part of an organization that
has its focus on the heart of the people everywhere.
We want to welcome Maria Todaro back. We were able to reinstate her last month at our Party
with a Purpose. We also had the pleasure of inducting Suzanne’s friend (now our Zonta sister),
Grace Huber into our club.
We had a very strong finish in 2018: fundraising was amazing, our service and philanthropy was
very satisfying and our advocacy was something to celebrate. Great job, everyone!
We have a lot to look forward to during the last five months of our Zonta year: Eileen Baylor
will be contacting you to begin the scholarship application selections. We will be having one of
our favorite events at the Carlisle War College as we meet, greet and eat with the wives of the
International Fellows from all over the world. We are in the midst of applying for a grant for our
Partner, Shalom House (a homeless and domestic violence safe home) in Harrisburg, PA. We
are planning for the 40th anniversary of our local Zonta Club and the 100th anniversary of Zonta
International.
January has always been the month when we celebrate our most famous Zontian, Amelia
Earhart. Amelia joined Zonta in 1930. Zonta was the only service club she belonged to during
her life. To celebrate her, we will be having our very own Judith Redlawsk, a professional
aviator and 37 year member of Zonta speak at our January 10 meeting. Please come and
welcome her back from her 34,000 hours flying the corporate executives at HARSCO all over
the world.
On April 3, Diana Laughner and Susan Adams were able to book the Mount Gretna Theatre
Troup to come and perform the life of Amelia Earhart on stage. You may want to put this on
your calendar. Very special event!
I look forward to seeing all our members at our membership meeting on January 10 at 5:30 pm.
If you are not a member, just call or email us (see the front page for contact information). We
would love to have you join us for a meal, followed by a very nice and informative meeting.
Happy New Year to each of you. Remember our women and children in Syria who are
experiencing an unthinkable genocide and remember that Zonta International is sending two
million dollars to the women in Jordan to help care for the Syrian refugees and their children.
Until all are safe,
Elaine Weinert, President of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
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Mark Your Calendar

Event
Board Meeting
Zonta Membership
Meeting

Date

Time

Thursday,
Jan 3
Thursday,
Jan 10

6:00 pm

Radisson
Hotel
5:00 meet Radisson
6:00 meal Hotel –
TBA
All day
Everywhere

Amelia Earhart Day

Friday, Jan
11

Newsletter articles due

Friday, Jan
25
Thursday,
Feb 7
Thursday,
Feb. 14
Thursday,
Mar 7
Friday, Mar
8
Mar 11 – 22

Any time

Tuesday,
Mar 12
Saturday,
Mar 16

TBA

Wednesday,
Apr 3

6:00 pm

Board Meeting
Zonta Membership
Meeting
Board Meeting
Rose Day
CSW63 AT UN in NYC
(CSW - Commission on
Status of Women)
IFP Luncheon
Shalom House Theater
Event
Amelia Earhart Program
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Location

Email

6:00 pm

Radisson
Hotel
5:00 meet Radisson –
6:00 meal Veranda Rm
6:00 pm
Radisson
Hotel
All Day
Everywhere
New York
City

TBA

Carlisle War
College
Colonial
Golf and
Tennis Club
West Shore
Senior
Center

Other Information
All Members Welcome
Judith Redlawsk, Speaker. Judy is
a 37 year Member of Zonta and a
Lead Pilot with 34,000 air hours
Time to submit your reservations
for the AE Event to be held on
April 3, 2019
Email note or MS Word file to
Alice and Elaine
All Members Welcome
Kathy Morrison, Speaker, from
Penn State Health
All Members Welcome
TBA – date and time of service
project to Shalom House
CSW63 activity at the UN

This favorite event replaces the
membership meeting in March.
Stay tuned for more details!

Amelia Earhart Event featuring
Mount Gretna Theatre Troup.
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Membership Corner
The 1st half of the 2018-19 membership year has been successful. We
welcomed three new members. We look forward to hosting some guests at
the membership meetings in 2019. Starting the 2nd part of the year, the cost of
membership is ½ the price. Please encourage your friends who are interested
in joining to come to the January meeting.
The benefits of becoming a member are many; here is a partial list:







Monthly Meetings with Speaker
Network with other Professional Women
Empowerment of Women through Service & Advocacy
o Club support for Safe Harbor Bill and other bills introduced to the PA legislature
o Raise funds for local shelter – Shalom House
o Support annual “Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women & Children” rally
o Build relationships with other like-minded organizations
o Two Scholarship programs – Young Women in Public Affairs & Jane Klausman
o Participate in the Zonta club holiday celebrations
Learn and support the Zonta International (ZI) mission & goals
Personal fulfillment of making a difference to women & children in need locally

We strive to collaborate with a global network of professionals who are committed to our
campaign to end violence against women and children.
Cathy Paul & Kathy Gates, Membership Co-Chairs

Clockwise starting at upper left:

Cathy Paul welcoming new member, Grace
Huber
Kathy Gates introducing the ‘about to be’
members
Maria Todaro re-joining our Club after returning
to the area.
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Shalom Food Services Inc. exists to economically and socially provide
sustainable revenue and resources to Shalom House. Our mission is to
establish and demonstrate principles of holistic transformation among
collaborating organizations that align with our vision of creating
whole and healthy individuals who will build whole and healthy communities. Shalom Food
Services Inc. will work together with Shalom House to raise generations of women and children
to be equipped, trained and empowered as individuals as well as in community who will
positively impact and contribute to the communities they reside in.
Our Purpose:
 To interrupt and intervene the multi-generational cycles of poverty by identifying
individual needs.
 By meeting them right where they are and assisting them in a self-discovery of their own
pathway to wholeness.
 By building collective impact teams that provide expertise in all areas of an individual’s
life, physical health, mental health, spiritual health, socially, financially/education and
family/community.
Shalom Food Service Inc. role in this team is a food service provider. In discovering that food is
a component of all these areas of an individual’s life, we have partnered with experts in the fields
of Nutrition, Pedestrian Groups, Health Care Providers and Food Suppliers to provide quality,
healthy meals at affordable prices and education to support brain and body nutrition.
Donna Schuler, President, Shalom House Food Services, Inc

Gift wrapping for Shalom House – thanks to our
members and volunteers for making it a great day!
Elaine and Alice
Debbie Hughes, John Kern, Amy Peffley, Nancy
Fodor
Emma (daughter of former member who also
volunteered!!) and her friend
Nancy and Amy
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U.N. Buzz

from UN Committee
Six things we learned from women’s resistance in 2018

Date: Friday, December 21, 2018

From: UN Women News – Photos Omitted

This story was originally published on Medium.com/@UN_Women
2018 was the year of women’s resistance. From the launch of the #TimesUp Legal Defense Fund
to tackle sexual harassment in workplaces nationwide, to the Nobel Peace Prize being won by
those working to end the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war, this year was all about
advocating for women’s rights. Women and gender equality activists from around the globe are
using their voices to call out inequality and rally communities for a better future for all.
As 2018 comes to a close, we’re taking a look back at stories from some of the women who rose
against injustice, defied stereotypes and inspired us all.
Leave no one behind
Nidhi Goyal is feminist from India who works on disability rights and gender equality. As a
researcher, writer, trainer, stand-up comedian and advocate, she works to raise awareness on the
intersection of the disability rights movement, and the women’s movement.
“For me, the real victory will be when you have to stop justifying that women with disability
belong to both movements. That’s when we know the cracks will be filled. When I don’t have to
justify that different groups have to engage with women with disability. We need to start opening
up those spaces and dialogues,” Nidhi says. “We need to start with the premise that these spaces
belong to everyone.”
Mentorship matters
Purity Soinato Oiyie, from Kenya, escaped female genital mutilation (FGM) and child marriage
when she was just 10 years old. Today, she dreams of starting a school for girls in her Maasai
community. But even now, Purity is making a difference in the lives of the girls in her
community by speaking out against female genital mutilation and child marriage.
By visiting schools in rural communities and talking to young girls and boys about her own
experience and the negative effects of FGM, Purity is not only helping to eradicate the practice,
but showing girls the possibility of a different future.
“They are surprised to see an educated Maasai girl,” she says. “Today, my father is so proud of
me. He is telling everyone that I have come to New York! Now all the parents in my community
who didn’t want their girls to go to school, tell their girls to finish school, like Purity!”
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Support survivors
Marija Andjelkovik was one of the first activists to raise the issue of human trafficking in the
Balkan region. Her experience working on prevention of trafficking inspired her to create a nongovernmental organization, ASTRA-Anti trafficking action, to provide support and services to
the survivors of trafficking and to advocate for support and policy improvements from the
government and other service providers.
“I have been working on this issue for 18 years now,” says Marija. “I go on, because I cannot say
to a victim that my project is finished and the funds are finished, so they can’t go to a lawyer or a
doctor. I want a sustainable system in place, supported by the Government, so that the victims of
trafficking don’t need Marija or ASTRA.”
(Stay tuned to the February 2018 Newsletter for the rest of this article….)

The Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey wishes to send a huge thank you and heartfelt
appreciation to the board of trustees of the McInroy-Sheffer People Trust for graciously donating
$ 500.00 to our Zonta Club. These dollars will be used for the main purpose of gift-giving on
their behalf to our partner, Shalom House.
Mrs. Mary Sheffer was a longtime resident in the Harrisburg area and did so much philanthropic
work in various walks of life. She started a charitable scholarship program to honor certain high
school seniors who are going on to further their education as they attend college or want to study
at a vo-tech school. In addition, Mrs. Sheffer wanted to donate charitable grants to various
501(c)3 organizations to advance particular and specified entities with their specific programs.
And, I wish to personally thank my fellow trustees who placed their confidence in me when I
shared via email and at our trustees December meeting as to what we do at Zonta and how we
use our dollars. Thank you to Chairman John Taylor, Jonelle Darr, Emily Hoffman, Elliot
Strokoff and Ed Maxwell who agreed to send money to Zonta and, who will in-turn use it to
support Shalom House.
Suzanne Gale
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HONOR AND EMPOWER – THE ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CENTENNIAL THEME

Zonta 1929-1939
This decade in Zonta’s history could be termed “the Amelia Earhart decade” as the events which
occurred during these 10 years remain a significant part of our Zonta lives today.
Our “Zonta International” name was adopted in 1930 when the first European Zonta club was
established in Vienna. 1930 was also the year when Amelia Earhart became a member of the
Zonta Club of Boston. Amelia had a vision of economic independence for women and expanded
opportunities as a result of the world of aviation opening up.
Following Amelia’s disappearance in 1937, Zonta International established the Amelia Earhart
Fellowship program in 1938. Today the Fellowship of $10,000 is awarded annually to up to 35
talented women pursuing a Ph.D. Degree/doctoral degree in aerospace/applied sciences or
engineering around the globe. Since the program’s inception, Zonta has awarded 1,573
Fellowships, totaling more than $10 million, to 1144 women from 73 countries.
Every year Zontians celebrate the life of Amelia in January. While we celebrate the whole
month, we have chosen 11 January as Amelia Earhart Day in recognition of the day Amelia
began her solo trip from Honolulu, Hawaii, to Oakland, California, in 1935. This flight made her
the first person to fly to the United States mainland from Hawaii. Since she had flown over the
Atlantic Ocean five years earlier, that flight also made her the first person to fly across both the
Pacific and Atlantic oceans.

Amelia Earhart’s Pilot’s License #6017 Photo
For those of you reading this article who may not be familiar with Zonta, please check our
website www.zontaharrisburghershey.org to learn more about our local Club and how you can
join!
Nancy Fodor, Amy Peffley and Karen Shirey (Committee Chair)
January 2019
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This is how you Party with a Purpose – decorated tree and many gifts
for Shalom House residents, friends, music, more friends, more music,
some business and basket raffles!
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The 2018 Shalom House Christmas Party was a very special event this year. This Dinner was
Shalom Food Services's grand debut to serve residents, staff, interns and their families. A
beautiful atmosphere of honor, respect appreciation and importance was created to give each an
experience they will remember always, as well as full bellies.
Deitra, a former Shalom House resident, current house manager is transitioning into her new
position as Food Manager of Shalom Food Services. We are so very proud of her and grateful to
all our partners who support the Shalom House and their vision of Empowering Women and
Children and Transforming their lives. Because of your support we are able to establish and
demonstrate holistic transformation among collaborating organizations.
From Shalom House and Shalom Food Services we thank you, Zonta Club of HarrisburgHershey for the part you have played and continue to play in the lives of the women and children
in our community.
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Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Monthly Meeting – Thursday, January 10, 2019
Radisson Hotel, 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill PA
Location: Veranda Room
Turn left when entering the Hotel and proceed through dining room to back right corner.
5:30 p.m. Social Hour

6:00 p.m. Dinner and Meeting

PROGRAM: Judy Redlawsk, Zontian and Corporate pilot
MENU: Seasonal Soup, Garlic Rosemary Pork Loin, Vegetables, Rolls and Key Lime Pie

Cost $22.00
Please call or email Eileen Baylor at 717-774-8333 or eileen1206@aol.com
by Monday, January 7, no later than 12 p.m.
to add a guest or cancel your standing reservation

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Officers:
Elaine Weinert, President
Amy Peffley, Vice President
Deb Crum, Treasurer
Eileen Baylor, Secretary

Cathy Paul, Director
Suzanne Gale, Director
Susan Adams, Nominating Chair
Nancy Fodor, Past President

Zonta Club Harrisburg-Hershey Club Member Milestones
Birthdays
Deborah Hughes, January 8
Diana Laughner, January 26

Zonta Anniversaries
Carol Staz, January 1, 2016
(prior membership 1989 - 2005)

‘Like’ us on Facebook: Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
Learn more: www.zontaharrisburghershey.org
Contact us: zontaclubhbg@gmail.com
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