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        A Message from the President:  Hello Fellow Zontians, 

I did not have plans to visit a tropical island or Florida this winter even though I truly dislike the 

cold and snow that Pennsylvania can sometimes experience in the winter months.  The Harrisburg 

area so far has had approximately 5 inches of snow and after our recent warm weekend I felt as 

though I had spent the weekend in Florida.  Even though the winter has been mild, I am looking 

forward to spring.  March 12 we will be turning our clocks ahead for daylight saving time and on 

March 20 we celebrate the first day of spring!  

Regardless of the country, season of the year or time zone you live in, on March 8 the Zonta 

International Foundation celebrates Rose Day in honor of International Women’s Day.  

International Women’s Day first emerged from the activities of labor movements at the turn of the 

twentieth century in North America and across Europe.  In 1975 during International Women’s 

Year, the United Nations began celebrating International Women’s Day on March 8.  

Since 1999, the Zonta Yellow Rose has served as the symbol of Zonta Rose Day which falls on 

March 8 and coincides with International Women’s Day.  On this special day, Zontians worldwide are encouraged to publicly distribute yellow 

roses, or items bearing the image of yellow roses accompanied by information about Zonta International and issues relating to improving the 

lives of women.  Saturday, March 11, has been selected as the day the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey will visit the Shalom House residents 

and deliver yellow roses and spend some time getting to know the women.  Zontians every day have the opportunity to improve the lives of 

women and show appreciation to the women in our lives for their help and guidance - we don’t need to wait for a date on the calendar.   

Please take a moment to read more about the Yellow Rose and how you can support the Zonta International Rose Fund by going to 

www.zonta.org .  Your donation to the Rose Fund enables Zonta to continue supporting projects and programs that help women achieve a life 

free of violence and empower them to overcome gender barriers that hinder their access to health, education, and professional resources. 

I cannot see all of you in person on March 8 but I can send a special message to all Zontians and the special women in my life.  Thank You for 

your friendship, guidance, support and enthusiasm for life and for everything you do to improve the lives of women and children.   

   

Nancy 

Mission:  Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals 

          empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy. 

Zonta International – www.zonta.org 

http://www.zonta-harrisburghershey.org/
http://www.zonta.org/
http://www.zonta.org/


 

 
March Monthly Meeting 

 
     On March 7 thirteen members of Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey will meet with the 
     wives of students who are part of the International Fellows Program (IFP} at the United 
     States Army War College (USAWC) in Carlisle PA. 
 
     Every year the IFP program brings high ranking officers from foreign countries to study for  
     a year at the USAWC.   This year there are 70 officers participating in the IFP Program; 52 of 
     them have brought their spouces/children to spend a year at the USAWC.  (See the list of 
     countries represented by the IFP wives on the last page of this newsletter. Also see a 
     “History Timeline” of ZI that will be shared with the IFP Wives.)   
 
     Our Club has a unique opportunity to share our Zonta story with these women from around 
     the world because of geographic proximity to the USAWC.  On March 7 we will be able to 
     introduce them to Zonta,  show them where Zonta clubs are located around the world and 
     share information about what Zonta  may be doing in their home countries. 
 
     A special part of our visit will be getting to learn about the lives of the IFP spouses in their 
     native country.  Look for a report and pics from this exciting day in our April newsletter. 

 
                                                                                            

 
Upcoming Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey Meetings and Events 

 
Saturday, March 11 – Club members will be visiting the women at Shalom House to deliver yellow roses and gift 

certificates.  Perhaps some of you participated in this event last year.  Lori Griffin will be communicating all of the 

details about this event – time, etc.  Let’s plan on going to lunch after we leave Shalom House.  

  

Tuesday, March 14 – Board meeting at Isaac’s in Lemoyne at 5:30pm.  Members are welcome to attend any Board 

Meeting.  If you are currently not on the Board and would like to attend, “ please let  President Nancy Fodor 

know.” 

  

  

Thursday, April 13 – We will return to the Radisson for our regular monthly meeting.  This meeting will be a closed 

meeting so that the Club can discuss the donation of our service dollars and voting for the open Board positions for 

the 2017-2018 year. 

                                                                             

 

 

 



              
 

NEWS FROM OUR “PARTNERS” 
 

An Update on Shalom House “Happenings” 
                                                by Suzanne Gale 

 

Our “Partner” Shalom House has a number of exciting events coming up 
             Please mark your calendars now so you can join in the fun 
     

* Theatre Event at the Krensky Center-----Saturday, April 1st (we are 
Not kidding--it's no joke!) 
 
* The Highmark Walk---Saturday, May 20th 
Please think about coming as we'd love to have individuals join us or               
think about building your own team to support Shalom House                         
 
* A fun-filled Night with the Senators----Thursday, June 8th                                             
 
For further information on these events and to learn more about "Our Partner" please 
               
  **********************************************************************************                                                       
                                                                           
Latest News from our Sister Club in Freetown, Sierra Leone                                                                                                     
Happy New year. So glad to hear from you. I'll report this at our club's meeting tomorrow. 

 

We have also been very busy out here. In December we had a visit from the District Governor and Area Director. We had a very 

interactive session with them and were able to clear the air about some burning questions. They were also around to witness our 

annual health sand gender awareness program in a rural community. There we reached over a hundred community people 

with  education and free testing on HIV/AIDs, Reproductive health, breast cancer, eye treatment. You can get pictures of the event 

from the Area Director Sylvie Domingo. This event was such a success that there's now call to be having it twice a year to enable 

us reach more women and girls. 

 

This Sunday, 12th February we will be having our annual fund raising event- International lunch. The District Governor will not be 

here to witness it but the Area Director and another executive member will fly over. This event is very important for the club as it is 

other than personal contribution, our major source of club funding. All funds raised will go towards the education of the twenty girls 

(10 in junior secondary school and 10 in senior school) we are supporting. I will try my best to share pictures of this with you. 

Our club will appreciate sponsorship or any type of support from sister Zonta clubs to carry out some of the much needed 

interventions out here that will positively enhance the status of women and girls. We cherish the open communication between us 

and do hope to meet each other one day. 

lots of love. 

Eileen Hanciles 

President, Zonta club of Freetown 

00232 76 622 069                                                                               



 

                              Nancy installing two new members, Amy Peffley (L) and Audrey Estep (R) 

 

Audrey J. Estep, M.Div. 

Audrey began her career in nursing over 25 years ago as a long-term care charge nurse for 2 years and a dermatologic nurse in the 

Lancaster region for 23 years.  During this time, Audrey felt a call to continue her education and went back to seminary, earning a 

Master of Divinity degree in May 2016.  Currently, Audrey is continuing her education in the field of Chaplaincy through Eastern 

Mennonite Seminary as she ministers to the residents at Pleasant View Retirement Community, Manheim, PA.  She has also spent 

time volunteering at Brethren Housing Association -- a non-profit organization that works to empower homeless women and 

children--in the Alison Hill section of Harrisburg, organizing volunteers for the quilt auction at the Brethren Disaster Relief Auction, 

and participating with the Friends of the Cancer Institute at Penn State Hershey.   

Audrey and her husband are apiarists (beekeepers) who enjoy kayaking, fishing, mountain biking, camping, and hiking in the 

Shenandoah National Park.  Audrey finds rest, renewal, and restoration when spending time in creation.     

 

Amy Peffley 

Amy is a creative, industrious individual who is currently working for Wenger Corporate Services in Rheems, PA as their Corporate 

Administrator.  She has been a key member of their team for over 10 years.  Prior to that she worked as a Financial Services 

Associate for Prudential, was Assistant General Manager for Fisher Foods and Area Manager for HERCO.  Amy was a member of 

the Zonta Club of  Harrisburg-Hershey for approximately 5 or 6 years. She has done other extensive volunteer work as Vice 

President of the Elizabethtown Booster Club, served on the executive board of WGTCOB and served on the board for the inception 

of the preschool started at her church. Amy worked with the Junior Achievement Program in which she helped to educate young 

people in the value of free enterprise and economics.  She earned her Associate Degree and her Bachelor Degree in Business 

Management from Penn State University while raising her daughter, Courtney.  Amy has rescued four kittens (Bubbles, Sprinkles, 

Jingles, and Emmi) and is a dedicated sports enthusiast who enjoyed golfing, running, biking, playing organized soccer and softball 

and currently works out at the gym, powerwalks, and travels.  She even coached a regional soccer team to rank 6th in the northeast 

US as well as were Indoor State Cup finalists in 2009.  Amy is an avid Penn State Football fan as well as Pittsburgh Steeler fan. 

She also has a heart for the elderly. 



New Member, Jasmin Sacarello, joined the Club in December 

 

Jasmin Sacarello 

 

Handpicked from the gardens of Puerto Rico, garnished in Brooklyn, seasoned in New York’s Lower Eastside, sautéed in Queens, 

and now juxtaposed in the heart of central PA?!? – Jasmin Sacarello has effectively learned how to ‘Skip the Rookie Year’ when 

met with challenges, and knows the value of making people feel comfortable by empowering them with sharing some meaningful 

stories. 

She knows, first-hand, the intricacies of media, people, and food culture; and is an outspoken advocate for DV and trafficking.   

Today, Jasmin provides educational and prevention outreach for the Shalom House, and has chosen to become a member of Zonta 

International. Jasmin chose to work with Zonta International to bring awareness to women and girls and make a difference for 

victims and survivors across the world. She plans on using her media background and wellness skills to give back to the Zonta 

community and brand. 

 

 

 
Many Zontians wore red to commemorate American Heart Month in February 



February Monthly Meeting Pictures 

                                        

Nancy with guest speaker Velkis Ramirez                                             Elaine Weinert happily celebrating 17 years                

from the WIC (Women-Infants-Children) and                                          Membership      

 Hamilton Health Center 

                                           \  

 Kathy Gates presented a reading to commemorate                                  Elaine Weinert displaying the Bon Ton  

American Heart Month on the benefits of laughter                                      Coupon  Books                      

 

                                                             Kathy Gates selling Coupon Books at Camp Hill Bon Ton on February 23 



                      

 

ELECTION DAY IS COMING SOON!! 

by Mary Ann Mihok,  Nominating Committee Chair 

 

No, we're not going to go through another election like the one we've just experienced in our country!  We' re 

talking about our Zonta Club's election for Director and Secretary coming up at our Annual Meeting on April 

13, 2017. 

 

FIRST,  the Nominating Committee would like to introduce you to the two terrific women who are our 

candidates for these offices, Lori Griffin (Director) and Eileen Baylor (Secretary). 

 

 Lori Griffin has been an active member of our Club since December 2014. She is currently 

employed by JMG Wealth Management Group, Inc. She attended Rhode Island College in Providence, RI  

and Bentley University in Waltham, MA with a B.S. in Business Management. She is currently taking graduate 

classes at Central Penn Business College.  Just out of college Lori's first job was with a major clothing 

retailer, for whom she traveled New England and the Mid- Atlantic states assisting in retaining personnel. Her 

dream job was working for an Associate Professor at Harvard until he retired and then at Tufts University until 

her move to PA to be near her family. 

 

Growing up in Rhode Island and living in MA for over 20 years, Lori is a diehard Boston sports fan.  A current 

member of the Central PA Blues Society she enjoys live music whenever possible. Lori has always been 

active in her community and volunteering since grade school.   

 

  

 Eileen Baylor joined our Club in June 2015 and is also an active member.  She is currently 

employed with the Keystone Financial Management Group in Harrisburg where she is responsible for back 

office support in this financial planning and consulting company.  Previously, Eileen has held positions with 

CDI Corporation, IBM Corporation and Capital Blue Cross where she worked in the areas of IT, Accounting 

and Finance.  In addition, she currently works part-time as a Reference Librarian at the New Cumberland 

Public Library and she has teaching and tutoring experience in public schools and at the Central PA Literacy 

Council.  Eileen holds a B.S. in Business Administration from Bloomsburg University and an Elementary 

Education Certificate from Wilson College. 

 

Eileen and her husband, Bob, have a daughter, Megan who lives in Philadelphia.  Eileen's passions include 

biking and reading. 

 

..................................... 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                               

                                                                                     

 



 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 



 
Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey 

 Monthly dinner meetings are held the second Thursday of each month  
                             Radisson Harrisburg, 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill PA.    

4:30 p.m. Board Meeting - 5:30 p.m.  Social Hour - 6:00 p.m.  Dinner 
 

   

                                Board of Directors, 2016-2018 

                                             Nancy Fodor, Pres. 

                                   Elaine Weinert, Vice Pres.   

                                             Lori Griffin, Secretary 

                                             Alice Kirchner, Treasurer 

                                             Peg Baker, Director 

                                             Diana Laughner, Director 

                                             Mary Ann Mihok, Nom. Cmt. Chair 

                                             Suzanne Gale,  Past Pres. 

 

                               Newsletter Editors: 

Peg Baker  US000454@gmail.com 

Karen Shirey  muffin1@pa.net 

                                           “Like”  us on Facebook at Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey 

 

                                         March Birthdays: 
                                                   Amanda Frankeny - March 4 

                                           Mary Ann MIhok – March 14 

 

                          Monthly Membership Anniversaries 

                                               March 1      Sue Collins,                 20 Years 

                                               March 1      Mary Ann MIhok          37 Years 

             March 1      Cathy Paul                    24 Years 
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History Timeline 
 

The first Zonta Club was established in Buffalo, NY by a group of women who saw the 
need for a women’s service organization.  At that time, women were not able to join 
Rotary International (a male service organization), so they created a female service 
organization. 
 

 
1919 - Convention of Zonta Clubs founded in Buffalo, New York, USA. Mary Jenkins is elected first president. 

1920 - Zonta colors and emblem are adopted and the first issue of The Zontian is published. 

1923 - The first international project is funded to care for 115,000 orphan children and women in Smyrna, Turkey. 

1927 - The first club outside the US is formed in Toronto, Canada. 

1930 - "Zonta International" name is adopted as the first European club is established in Vienna, Austria. 

1938 - The Amelia Earhart Fellowship is established in honor of the Zontian after her disappearance in 1937. 

1948 - The first Z and Golden Z clubs are founded in Burbank, California, USA. 

1963 - Zonta International is granted roster-level status by the United Nations Economic and Social Council.  

1968 -  Zonta International elects Helvi Sipilä as the first International President outside of the US.  

            Contributions reach 1 million USD. 

1970 - Zonta International elects Angie Brooks-Rudolph as its first International Honorary Member. 

1975 - Zonta International President Eleanor Jammal and UN Committee Chairman Harriette Yeckel serve as Zonta's 

          official delegates to the UN International Women's Year Conference in Mexico City, Mexico and  

           Helvi Sipilä serves as secretary-general. 

1983 - Zonta is granted consultative status with the Council of Europe 

1984 - Zonta International Foundation is established 

1986 - Zonta International becomes the first NGO to support UNIFEM (United Nations Development Fund for Women) 

           and continues to support it today 

1987 - Zonta International dedicates their first world headquarters building in Chicago, Illinois, USA. 

1990 - The Young Women in Public Affairs Award is established. 

1998 - Zonta welcomes its 1,000th club, Lomo, Togo.  

           Zonta International Strategies to End Violence Against Women project (ZISVAW) is adopted as an on-going 

           program. 

          The Jane M. Klausman Women In Business Scholarship is established. 

2012 - Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women annual campaign launches 

2014 - "Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy" slogan adopted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                   Countries Represented by 2016 – 2017 International Fellows 
  

With Zonta Clubs                      Without Zonta Clubs 
(number of Clubs)  

  

Australia - 107 Albania 
Bangladesh - 6 Armenia 
Burkina Faso - 3 Bosnia Herzegovina 
Chile - 3 Brazil 
Czech Republic - 1 Cambodia 
Denmark - 22 Egypt 
Estonia - 4 El Salvador 
Finland - 60 Georgia 
France - 39 Indonesia 
Germany - 135 Israel 
India - 3 Jamaica 
Italy - 42 Jordan 
Japan - 48 Kosovo 
Lebanon - 1 Kuwait 
Lithuania - 3 Mali 
Malaysia - 1 Morocco 
Mongolia - 2 Pakistan 
Netherlands - 21 Peru 
New Zealand - 28 Saudi Arabia 
Norway - 9 Slovak Republic 
Philippines - 50 Tunisia 
Romania - 3 United Arab Emirates 
Senegal - 1  
South Korea - 21  
Spain - 3  
Taiwan - 19  
United Kingdom - 3  
Ukraine - 5  
  
    

                                                                       



 


