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A Message from the President:
Greetings Fellow Zontians,
Welcome to the September issue of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey’s
newsletter. I hope that everyone receiving this newsletter enjoyed a memorable
summer filled with all of the activities, vacations and family reunions that make
summer such a special time of the year.
According to the Zonta Calendar, September is literacy month. Dictionary.com states
that literacy is the ability to read and write. A further explanation states that a person
can have “literacy” in a certain field such as computer literacy. Today, a person has
the ability to become literate in many subjects by reading, attending college, researching on the internet, travelling,
visiting an art gallery or museum and joining one or several of thousands of organizations available throughout the
world.
The word literacy typically leads me to think about school. When the new school year begins, teachers often review
material on a certain subject from the past year so that the information likely stored away in a student’s brain can be
given a little jolt and the review will bring the knowledge back into circulation again. Let’s pretend that this is the
beginning of the Zonta school year and we will review what Zonta International and the Zonta Club of HarrisburgHershey is all about.
Zonta International was founded in Buffalo, New York, in 1919 and is now a worldwide organization with 30,000
members in 66 countries empowering women and girls. And speaking of education, Zonta has joined with UNICEF to
help more girls in Madagascar have access to education through a program called “Let us Learn Madagascar.”
Locally, the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey has been helping improve the lives of women and girls since 1980
through service projects involving Shalom House, Domestic Violence Services of Cumberland/Perry County, Bethesda
Mission and the YWCA (Harrisburg and Carlisle). We offer two scholarships a year – one to a high school student and
one to a college student. Our support of Shalom House extends to offering nutrition classes, donations of clothing,
books and household goods and supporting their fundraising efforts. Club members also monitor state laws that
impact sex trafficking and domestic violence and are in contact with State Representatives and Senators with their
views.
Every class always ends with a quiz – what famous aviator was a Zontian during her lifetime? If you do not know, check
out www.zonta.org for the answer. And don’t forget to “like us” on Facebook – Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey.
Until next month – enjoy learning.

Nancy
nfodor@comcast.net
.

September Program:

Carolyn Blatchley, Executive Director
Cumberland County Library System

Carolyn Blatchley graduated from Lycoming College in Williamsport PA with a
BA in Religion and Education and went on to obtain a Master of Library and
Information Science Degree from the University of Pittsburgh. She is also a
graduate of the Pennsylvania Library Association Academy of Leadership
Studies. Carolyn has 25 years of experience in supervision, staff education,
information technology, and communications specializing in administration,
grant writing, partnership development, project management, employee
training, and budgeting.
In 2012, Carolyn received a Pennsylvania Library Association Certificate of
Merit, awarded to individuals who have contributed significantly to the cause of
Pennsylvania libraries during the last five years. Blatchley was also the 2006
recipient of the New Librarian Honors Award from the Pennsylvania Library Association, which recognizes the
originality and inventive ability of a new librarian who devises new and improved methods in library service on
a statewide or local level.
Carolyn served as the Cumberland County Library System (CCLS) public services and staff training
coordinator from January 2002 until November 2016 when she was named interim executive director of
CCLS. In March 2017 the CCLS Executive Board selected her as the Executive Director for CCLS.
Carolyn lives in Harrisburg with her husband, Deuane Hoffman. They are avid bird watchers, travelers and
connoisseurs of microbreweries. Carolyn is also a former member of the Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey
(Oct. 1998 – June 2009). She was instrumental in introducing the club to today’s technology world,
developing the Club’s first website and encouraging the use of email for communications/newsletter
distribution. We are delighted to have her join us to present our 2017 Literacy Program.

Monthly Meeting *** September 14, 2017
Radisson Hotel, 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill PA
5:30 p.m. Social Hour

6:00 p.m. Dinner and Meeting

PROGRAM: Carolyn Blatchley, Executive Director of Cumberland County Library System
MENU:

Tossed Garden Salad with Assorted Dressings, Garlic Rosemary Pork Loin, Chef’s
Choice of starch and vegetable, assorted rolls, coffee and tea, Lemon Meringue Pie
Cost $22.00

Please call or email Eileen Baylor at 774-8333 or eileen1206@aol.com by Monday, September 11,
no later than 12 p.m. to cancel your standing reservation or add a guest to the reservation list.

Fall Conference Basket Raffle!
Well it’s that time in the Zonta year: ZI District 3 Fall Conference.
This year District 3 will be meeting on September 29, 30 and October 1
at the Hilton in Wilmington/Christiana, Delaware. For many years, our
Club members have assembled a basket of Pennsylvania products which
becomes part of the Basket Raffle that is a popular event at the
Conference. Once again, your help is needed to make that happen this
year!
Please bring a Pennsylvania type item to the September 14 meeting to be
placed in our Club’s basket for the Basket Raffle. Suggestions: jellies,
wine, pretzels, Wilbur’s chocolates, handmade items or anything made
in the great state of Pennsylvania. The Board will put the finishing touches on the basket, and Nancy and Alice will take
it to the Conference on September 29.
Thank You,

Nancy
***************
Jane M Klausman winner for 2017 – Lia Kopar
Lia Anastasia Kopar is currently a senior studying International Business and
Economics at Elizabethtown College. She has studied at a bilingual exchange
university, La Universidad San Ignacio de Loyola in Lima, Peru, and at Cambridge
University in the United Kingdom. Lia will be using the scholarship funds to take
Business Spanish I and II courses online through the University of Wisconsin so that
she can improve her language skills. Her ultimate career goal is to one day work for
the World Bank and help the organization fulfill its mission of eradicating poverty and
promoting sustainable economic development. In her free time, Lia enjoys reading,
traveling, spending time with family and friends, volunteering, and baking.
Lia will be joining us for the September meeting so we will have an opportunity to
hear more from her then.

Diana Laughner

Scholarship Chair

Mission:

Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals
empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy.
Zonta International – www.zonta.org

Mark Your Calendar

Event

Date

Time

Location

Other Information

International Literacy Day

Friday,
Sept. 8
Thursday,
Sept. 14

All Day

Everywhere

READ, READ, READ

5:30pm

Radisson
Hotel

Speaker – Carolyn Blatchley,
Executive Director of Cumberland
County Library System

Monthly Meeting

Governor A
Bon-Ton coupon books for sale $5
Room
(see directions
in lobby of
Please bring PA type items to fill a
hotel)
basket for the Conference Basket
Raffle (candy, wine, etc.)
Apple Festival Parking

Sept. 30

8 a.m. – 2
p.m.

New
Cumberland
Park

District 3 Fall Conference

Sept. 29 –
October 1

Registration
begins Fri,
at 1pm

Hilton Hotel,
Wilmington,
DE

Board Meeting

Tuesday,
Oct 3
Thursday,
Oct 12

5:30pm

Radisson
Dining Room
Radisson
Hotel –
Veranda
Room

Monthly Meeting

5:30pm

JMK winner will be attending
Another fun filled fund raiser at
the New Cumberland Apple
Festival. Watch for arrival time
and more details from Diana
“Empowering Women Through
Service and Advocacy” Hosted by
Zonta Clubs of Cumberland
County, Frederick and
Philadelphia
Members welcome
Speaker – Captain Steve Junkin,
Hampden Township Police
United Nations update

TWO IMPORTANT FALL FUNDRAISERS

FESTIVAL
It’s hard to believe………….but it’s time to sign up to help with Apple Festival Parking! This is a great, easy fundraiser. We get to visit with one another in the beautiful fall weather, and make money while we do it.
For our new members, New Cumberland has a great Apple Festival. We are fortunate to have several parking lots that
are very close to the Festival which we use to park cars. We do not actually park the cars, just direct people into the lot
and hand out information on Zonta while we collect the $5 Parking Fee.
The date is Saturday, September 30th.
Location: My office at 406 Second Street, New Cumberland is where we will start from. When you get here, if there is
on-street parking, please use that first, otherwise you can park in my lot.
The office is our base for bathrooms, food setup, etc. If you would like to bring a snack, please let me know. As of
now, we have water, donuts, hot dogs, sloppy joes, cookies and coffee donations.
Please plan to arrive by 8:00 a.m. - it’s not busy early, but that way everyone can be in place.
We will be parking at the following locations: 1) the Car Wash at the corner of Front and Bridge Street, 2) at the back of
Nick’s Cafe, and 3) at the Allied Motors lot, corner of Reno and Front Street.
We are usually finished by about 2:00. If you can stay all day, that’s great – if only for a few hours, that’s appreciated
too. If you would like to sit during the day, feel free to bring a chair along. All help is appreciated, so bring a friend, a
spouse…everyone is welcome to help!
Please contact me at dianal@capitolcom.com or 717-903-0126 to let me know if you can help and the hours you are available
so we can get a schedule together. Thanks!!

Diana Laughner , Chair
*******

BON-TON
It is that time again to begin our new Zonta year and our fundraising efforts. The Bon-Ton Community Days fall event will be
Wednesday, November 8 through Saturday, November 11. Booklets are $5.00 each and will be available for members at our
September and October meetings.
For our new members, we have been participating in this event since 2002 and raised over $25,000 for our Service Fund as a
result. We keep the entire $5.00 for each booklet we sell, and everyone who buys a booklet receives a $10 coupon plus many
more coupons to begin their holiday shopping. In addition, if we sell at least 75 booklets before the event, we have the
opportunity to sell booklets in the store during the event. We also then share the proceeds of booklets sold by the store.
If we have the opportunity to sell in the store this year I will need some volunteers to take a few 2 hour shifts. I have sold in the
store many times and find it to be so much fun, in addition to having the chance to talk about Zonta and spread the word.

Cathy Paul, Chair

HAPPENINGS at our Partner Agency, Shalom House
Oh Happy Day
--A LOVELY FACE LIFT
Here are two photos of upgrades that have been made at the shelter. All donated by a local business,
it really looks amazing - very warm, comfortable and NEW! An environment suited to helping women
and children know they CAN have a future that is filled with good and positive potential. Next step …
getting our library in order, with help from Zonta member, Elaine Weinert.

Calling all BOOKWORMS--As many of you know, September is Literacy Month----so, please look thru your collection of books
and see if there are any that you could bring to our September meeting for the "Shalom House
Library". Two years ago, we started a library for the house and now we would like to add to their
book collection, including books for children. The ladies enjoy some self-help reading as well as light
novels.
***********************

A SUMMER LEARNING SERIES IN THE ALLISON HILL COMMUNITY
For six weeks in the months of July and August, Shalom House and a number of community partners
launched a summer learning series designed to help community youth know that their dreams matter,
and there are people and resources in the neighborhood and beyond who can help them make those
dreams a reality. If we can begin to teach personal empowerment in a better way to our youth, we
will of course have empowered and independent adults.

Suzanne Gale, Past President
Shalom House Liaison

Photos from 2017 Club Members’ Summer Happenings....................
President Nancy Fodor participated in the ZI North American Inter-District Meeting
in Fairfax VA from June 2-4

Nancy with 2016-2018 ZI
Nancy with ZI District 3 Leadership Team
President Sonja Honig Schough

Nancy with Pat Wirth, E.D.
Turning Point Suffragist
Memorial Assn.

Our Partner, Shalom House, hosted a reception to celebrate its 2017 volunteers and
mission partners at Capitol Blue on June 29

Denise expresses her appreciation

Club Members Elaine Weinert, Audrey Estep, Nancy Fodor,
Kathy Gates, Suzanne Gale and Mary Ann Mihok pictured
with Denise and La-Kita Gilmore (L)

Club Members enjoyed a Summer Social evening on
Pride of the Susquehanna Riverboat on August 21.
Back Row: Alice Kirchner, Nancy Fodor and Karen
Shirey. Front Row: Elaine Weinert, Cathy Paul and Kathy
Gates

IT WAS A FABULOUS FUN FILLED FESTIVAL

Many, many thanks go to Nancy Fodor, Suzanne Gale, Karen Shirey, Carol Staz and Elaine Weinert for their special
support of Shalom House’s participation in the 2017 Allison Hill Community Event on August 5. Executive
Director Denise Britton writes the following with regards to the event:
….. again a huge success, with over 1500 persons attending. Zonta was recognized as a partner to the event, and
helped with volunteer support that day, as well as contributing to the food and school supply needs: over 325 children
received backpacks and school supplies
In addition to the support at the festival, Zonta Member Elaine Weinert took time to do some networking with other
volunteers and partners to the event. Zonta and Shalom House are now connected with new potential partners for
the Summer Learning Series (Dream Builders) and expanding a reading program at the shelter and beyond with
partners in the Allison Hill Community. Exploring new ways to collaborate and leverage opportunities for
empowerment for women and children was a further benefit to again being involved with the Allison Hill Community
Festival.

Children loved the fun and treats at the Festival

Zonta Club of Harrisburg-Hershey is
recognized as an Allison Hill Community
Festival Sponsor

Zonta Member Elaine Weinert works the food table

EDITOR’S NOTE: Last year our club hosted a speaker, Ken Mengel, who had travelled to Sierra Leone. He shared
information about the daily life and needs in the area. Our Club President Nancy Fodor had already initiated
communication with the Zonta Club of Freeport, Sierra Leone. Ken then visited the Zonta Club during his next visit to
the country. In a recent email from that Club, we were informed that all club members were safe after the mudslides.
The article below is from the U.N. Women (partners with Zonta International) website, and provides updates on the
situation in Sierra Leone.
President Nancy will provide details on our Club’s most recent interaction with the Zonta Club of Freeport and our
club’s support for them during this tragedy at our September 14 Monthly Meeting.

U.N. Buzz

from Deb

Crum, U.N. Committee Chair

From U.N. Women website News and Events

Sierra Leone Mudslides: Making sure humanitarian aid reaches women
Date: Monday, August 21, 2017

Women receiving humanitarian assistance from UN Women in the aftermath of the mudslides in Sierra Leone. Photo: UN Women

Following heavy rains on 14 August, mudslides have left more than 400 people dead and an estimated 6,000 affected in
Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone. The number of people in need of humanitarian aid is expected to rise as rain and
floods continue.
Memunatu Kamara, 38-year-old mother of three, recounts the horrific ordeal: “It was around three in the morning when I
heard a very loud noise and something hit our house. I immediately woke my husband and my two daughters, aged nine and
15. I carried my one year old son Sullay, but on our way out, my husband and two daughters were hit by heavy rocks and
they died. All I have left is my son the clothes that I am wearing. I am still wondering whether this is a bad dream or actual
reality…”
Women and girls are often disproportionately impacted during times of crises. They have unique health and hygiene needs,
and shoulder increased burden of work, caring for children, the sick and the elderly. They are also rendered more vulnerable
to violence and exploitation, particularly in environments where gender-based violence rates are already high, such as in
Sierra Leone. Many women and girls in Freetown already lived in poverty and precarious circumstances.

UN Women is leveraging its partnerships to ensure women’s leadership in humanitarian response in Sierra Leone and to
meet the urgent gender-based needs of the affected population.
“Our boots are fully on the ground. We were among the first ones to be there, and we are ensuring that humanitarian
assistance immediately reaches women,” said Mary Okumu, UN Women Representative in Sierra Leone.
UN Women is also providing women with dignity kits, which contain basic health and hygiene products for displaced women
and girls, such as soap, underwear and sanitary napkins.
Massah Lewally, a driver in UN Women’s Sierra Leone office, is working round the clock these days, driving colleagues,
distributing dignity kits and talking to survivors: “We did the first distribution of dignity kits on Thursday. I registered the
women receiving the kits. One of them said she had escaped with just the clothes she was wearing. She had nothing else, so
the dignity kit helped. In these areas, many women are vegetable farmers and their farms have been flooded. How will they
get by now?” Read her full story here>>
Kadiatu Thoronka, 35, is a single parent with four children who received dignity kits distributed by UN Women. Not long ago,
she had lost her husband and two children during the Ebola outbreak. ‘‘It was 3 a.m. when my 14-year-old daughter Kalaytu
Thoronka woke me up, showing me the water that was coming into our house. Before we could do anything, water was
spouting from everywhere and then the left side of my house collapsed… I thank God that my four children and I survived the
flood, but I have lost my business capital worth USD 400, and all my belongings. I have nowhere to start but with this dignity
kit,” she shared.
In addition to distributing dignity kits, UN Women is preparing to provide economic opportunities for women in temporary
shelters, allowing them to earn an income for themselves and their families. Three empowerment hubs will be set up in
affected communities, where one-stop centres will provide safe spaces for 1,000 women to convene, seek psychosocial
support and access information and critical services, such as cash-for-work programmes.
UN Women is working with the Government and other humanitarian partners, including the World Food Programme (WFP),
UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and UNICEF, as well as local women’s organizations, to ensure that the gendered needs of
women and girls are factored into the overall humanitarian response.
UN Women’s humanitarian response in Sierra Leone is part of the Women’s Leadership, Empowerment, Access and
Protection in Crisis Response (LEAP) programme, which builds on UN Women’s experience from 35 countries across the
world. In 2016 alone, UN Women served 125,000 displaced women and girls in complex humanitarian setting.
EDITOR’S NOTE: This is why we contribute part of our Club’s Service Dollars to the Zonta
International Foundation Service Fund. Those $’s ensure that we have “boots on the ground” as a
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) with the United Nations when a natural disaster occurs in an
area where we have a Zonta International Club.

